M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By: Senator(s) Hewes, Gollott, Mffatt, To: H ghways and
Rober t son Tr anspo_rt af[ i on;
Appropri ations
SENATE BI LL NO. 2527
1 AN ACT TO CREATE THE MULTI - MODAL TRANSPORTATI ON | MPROVEMENT
2 FUND, TO PROVI DE THAT MONEY | N SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE
3 M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON AS PROVIDED FOR IN THI S
4 ACT FOR THE | MPROVEMENTS OF Al RPORTS, PORTS, RAI LROADS AND TRANSI T
5 SYSTEMS IN M SSI SSI PPI; TO FORM COW TTEES FOR EACH MODE OF
6 TRANSPORTATI ON TO RECEI VE AND APPROVE APPLI CATI ONS FOR SUCH FUNDS;
7 TO PROVI DE THAT A CERTAI N PERCENTAGE OF THE MONEY | N SUCH FUND
8 SHALL BE ALLOCATED TO EACH MODE OF TRANSPORTATI ON; TO PROVI DE THAT
9 5%O0OF THE MONEY IN THE FUND SHALL BE ALLOCATED AMONG THE VARI OQUS
10 MODES OF TRANSPORTATI ON BY THE M SSI SSI PPI DEPARTMENT OF
11 TRANSPORTATI ON BASED ON CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED BY SUCH DEPARTMENT;
12 TO PROVI DE THAT 30% OF THE FUNDS ALLOCATED TO TRANSI T SYSTEM SHALL
13 BE DI STRIBUTED TO THE COAST TRANSI T AUTHORI TY AND 30% SHALL BE
14 ALLOCATED TO THE CI TY OF JACKSON TRANSI T SYSTEM TO REQUI RE THAT A
15 PORTION OF THE COST OF THE PROJIECT OR PURPOSE FOR VWH CH FUNDI NG | S
16 SOUGHT, NOT TO EXCEED 10% SHALL BE FURNI SHED BY THE PORT,
17 Al RPORT, RAILROAD OR TRANSI T SYSTEM SEEKI NG FUNDI NG TO CREATE A
18 SPECI AL JO NT LEQ SLATI VE MULTI - MODAL FUND COWM TTEE; TO REQUI RE
19 THE M SSI SSI PPI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON TO ANNUALLY PREPARE A
20 WRI TTEN REPORT ON THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE FUND AND THE
21  MULTI - MODAL TRANSPORTATI ON SYSTEMS OF THE STATE AND TO SUBM T SUCH
22 REPORT TO THE SPECI AL LEQ SLATI VE JO NT MJLTI - MODAL FUND
23 COW TTEE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOCSES.
24 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEAQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
25 SECTION 1. As used in this act:
26 (a) "Arport" means a publicly-owned airport in
27 M ssi ssi ppi .
28 (b) "Fund" means the Milti-Mdal Transportation
29 I nprovenent Fund created in Section 2 of this act.
30 (c) "MDOT" neans the M ssissippi Departnent of
31 Transportation.
32 (d) "Modes" neans airports, ports, railroads and
33 transit systens.
34 (e) "Port" nmeans a public port in M ssissippi.
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(f) "Railroad" neans a publicly-owned short |ine
railroad in M ssissippi.

(g) "Transit systemi neans a public transportation
systemin M ssissippi.

SECTION 2. There is established in the State Treasury a

special fund to be designated as the "Milti-Mdal Transportation
| mprovenent Fund” into which shall be deposited such state funds
as may be designated for deposit therein. Unexpended anmounts
remaining in the fund at the end of the state fiscal year shal

not | apse into the State CGeneral Fund, and any interest earned on
anounts in the fund shall be deposited to the credit of the fund.
Money in the fund shall be expended by MDOT as provided for in
this act for the inprovenent of airports, ports, railroads and
transit systenms in M ssissippi.

SECTION 3. (1) (a) There is hereby created the Milti-Mdal

Fund Conm ttee whose nenbership shall be as foll ows:

(i) The Executive Director of MDOI, or his
desi gnee;

(i1) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Devel opnent Authority; or his designee;

(iti) Two (2) directors of ports appointed by the
Port Multi-Mdal Fund Commttee created in subsection (2) of this
section;

(iv) Two (2) directors of airports appointed by
the Airport Milti-Mdal Fund Commttee created in subsection (3)
of this section;

(v) Two (2) directors of railroads appointed by
the Railroad Multi-Mdal Fund Conmittee created in subsection (4)
of this section; and

(vi) Two (2) representatives appointed by the
President of the M ssissippi Public Transit Association.

(b) A mjority of the nenbership of the Milti-Mda

Conm ttee shall constitute a quorum NMDOT shall call neetings of
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the conmttee and shall call a neeting of the conmttee to perform
the duty provided for in Section 4 of this act by not later than
August 1 of each fiscal year.

(2) (a) There is hereby created the Port Milti-Mdal Fund
Comm tt ee whose nenbership shall consist of:

(i) The director of each port, or his designees;

(i1) The Executive Director of MDOT, or his
desi gnee;

(iii) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Devel opnent Authority, or his designee; and

(iv) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Wat er Resources Association, or his designee.

(b) A mjority of the nenbership of the commttee shal
constitute a quorum MDOT shall call neetings of the commttee
and shall call a neeting for the purpose of review ng and
approving applications as required in Section 4 of this act by not
| ater than August 1 of each fiscal year.

(3) (a) There is hereby created an Airport Milti-Mdal Fund
Comm tt ee whose nenbership shall consist of:

(i) Five (5) directors of airports appointed by
the President of the M ssissippi Airport Association, or their
desi gnees, at least three (3) of whomshall represent airports
W th comrercial passenger service;

(i1) The Executive Director of MDOI, or his
desi gnee; and

(iii) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation, or his designee.

(b) A mjority of the nenbership of the commttee shal
constitute a quorum MDOT shall call neetings of the commttee
and shall call a neeting for the purpose of review ng and
approving applications as required in Section 3 of this act by not

| ater than August 1 of each fiscal year.
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(4) (a) There is hereby created the Public Railroad
Mul ti-Mdal Fund Comm ttee whose nenbership shall consist of:

(1) The director of each railroad, or his
desi gnee;

(i1) The Executive Director of MDOI, or his
desi gnee; and

(iii) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation, or his designee.

(b) A mjority of the nenbership of the commttee shal
constitute a quorum MDOT shall call neetings of the commttee
and shall call a neeting for the purpose of review ng and
approving applications as required in Section 4 of this act by not
| ater than August 1 of each fiscal year.

(5 (a) There is hereby created the Public Transit
Mul ti-Mdal Fund Conm ttee whose nenbership shall consist of:

(i) Three (3) directors of transit systens, other
than the Coast Transit Authority and the Cty of Jackson Transit
System appointed by the President of the M ssissippi Public
Transit Association, or their designee;

(i1) The Executive Director of MDOI, or his
desi gnee; and

(iii) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation, or his designee.

(b) A mjority of the nenbership of the commttee shal
constitute a quorum MDOT shall call neetings of the commttee
and shall call a neeting for the purpose of review ng and
approving applications as required in Section 4 of this act by not
| ater than August 1 of each fiscal year.

SECTION 4. (1) During each fiscal year, NMDOT shal

distribute ninety-five percent (95% of the noney in the fund
anong the various nodes as foll ows:
(a) Thirty-eight percent (38% shall be distributed to

ports;
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(b) Thirty-four percent (34% shall be distributed to
airports;

(c) Sixteen percent (16% shall be distributed to
transit systens; and

(d) Twelve percent (12% shall be distributed to
railroads.

(2) During each fiscal year, NMDOT shall distribute the five
percent (5% of the fund that is not allocated under subsection
(2) of this section anong the various nodes based on criteria to
be established by MDOT. Such criteria shall be approved by the
Mul ti-Mdal Fund Committee prior to their utilization.

(3) In order for a port to receive noney allocated under
this section, the port shall file an application wth MDOT
descri bing how the funds will be used and shall provide such other
information as MDOT may require. Such applications shall be
reviewed by the Port Multi-Mdal Fund Commttee. The Port
Mul ti-Mdal Fund Conmttee shall decide which applications shal
be approved and the anmount of funding for each approved
application based upon such criteria as it shall consider
appropriate; provided, however, that no application shall be
approved or funds distributed pursuant to this act unless the
expenditure of such funds shall be:

(a) Directly related to dredging, capital inprovenents
or the rebuilding or rehabilitation of basic infrastructure and
not for routine maintenance, adm nistrative or operation expenses;

(b) For a project or use directly related to the
operation of the port in its nodal role; and

(c) For a purpose outside the normal operating budget
of the port.

(4) In order for an airport to receive noney allocated under
this section, the airport shall file an application w th NMDOT
descri bing how the funds will be used and shall provide such other

information as MDOT may require. Such applications shall be
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reviewed by the Airport Miulti-Mdal Fund Commttee. The Airport
Mul ti-Mdal Fund Conmttee shall decide which applications shal
be approved and the anmount of funding for each approved
application based upon such criteria as it shall consider
appropriate; provided, however, that no application shall be
approved or funds distributed pursuant to this act unless the
expenditure of such funds shall be:

(a) Directly related to capital inprovenents or the
rebuil ding or rehabilitation of basic infrastructure and not for
routi ne mai ntenance, adm nistrative or operation expenses;

(b) For a project or use directly related to the
operation of the airport inits nodal role; and

(c) For a purpose outside the normal operating budget of
the airport.

(5) In order for arailroad to receive noney allocated under
this section, the railroad shall file an application wth NMDOT
descri bing how the funds will be used and shall provide such other
information as MDOT may require. Such applications shall be
reviewed by the Public Railroad Multi-Mdal Fund Conmttee. The
Public Railroad Multi-Mdal Fund Conmttee shall decide which
applications shall be approved and the amobunt of funding for each
approved application based upon such criteria as it shall consider
appropriate; provided, however, that no application shall be
approved or funds distributed pursuant to this act unless the
expenditure of such funds shall be:

(a) Directly related to capital inprovenents or the
rebuil ding or rehabilitation of basic infrastructure and not for
routi ne mai ntenance, adm nistrative or operation expenses;

(b) For a project or use directly related to the
operation of the railroad in its nodal role; and

(c) For a purpose outside the normal operating budget of

the railroad.
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(6) (a) Thirty percent (30% of the noney allocated for
transit systens under this section shall be distributed by MDOT to
Coast Transit Authority.

(b) Thirty percent (30% of the noney allocated for
transit systens under this section shall be distributed by MDOT to
the Gty of Jackson Transit System serving the Jackson
nmet ropol i tan area.

(c) The remai nder of the noney allocated for transit
systens under this section shall be distributed by MDOT anpbng
other transit systens. |In order to receive funds under this
section, any such transit systemshall file an application with
MDOT descri bing how the noney will be used and shall provide such
ot her information as MDOT nmay require. Such applications shall be
reviewed by the Public Transit Milti-Mdal Fund Commttee. The
Public Transit Milti-Mdal Fund Committee shall decide which
applications shall be approved and the amount of funding for each
approved application based upon such criteria as it shall consider
appropri ate.

(7) As a condition for the receipt of any funds distributed
under this section, the port, airport, railroad or transit system
shall be required to fund, from public or private sources, not
nore than ten percent (10% of the total cost of the project or
purpose for which the funds are to be spent. The percentage
anount of such matching fund requirenent shall be determ ned by
MDOT. In addition to such other contributions and expenditures as
may be consi dered acceptable by MDOT, in-kind contributions and
expenditures for the follow ng shall be credited toward the above
mat chi ng requirenent:

(a) Pre-construction studies, planning and design;

(b) Personal property acquisition;

(c) Real property acquisition reclamtion and rel ated
rel ocati on costs;

(d) Professional services; and
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(e) Construction.

(8) In addition to the other expenditures authorized under
this act, noney distributed fromthe fund may be used to neet
federal matching fund requirenents and for pre-construction
studi es, planning and design; personal property acquisition; real
property acquisition, reclamation and related rel ocation costs;
prof essi onal services; and construction.

SECTION 5. (1) There is hereby created the Joint

Legi sl ative Multi-Mdal Fund Commi ttee which shall consist of the
Chai rman of the Senate Appropriations Conmttee, or his designee;
the Chairman of the Senate H ghways and Transportati on Commttee,
or his designee; the Chairman of the Senate Ports and Mari ne
Resources Committee, or his designee; the Chairman of the House
Appropriations Conmttee, or his designee; the Chairman of the
House Transportation Commttee, or his designee; the Chairman of
t he House Conservation and Water Resources Conmttee, or his

desi gnee; one (1) menber of the Senate to be appointed by the

Li eut enant Governor; and one (1) nenber of the House of
Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the House.

(2) NMDOT shall annually prepare at its expense a witten
report on admnistration of the fund and the nulti-nodal
transportation systens of the state which shall include a
description of all applications for funding received under this
act, the status of each application, the criteria used to evaluate
such application, an analysis of the return and benefits from
fundi ng projects under this act, and three (3) year and ten (10)
year forecasts of nulti-nodal transportation needs that NMDOT
recommends to be funded through the fund. MDOT shall consult with
the conmttees established in Section 3 of this act when preparing
such report and provide sufficient copies of the report at no cost
to such commttees. MDOT shall submt such report to the Joint
Legislative Multi-Mdal Fund Conmttee by not |ater than Septenber

1 of each year.
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264 SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from
265 and after July 1, 2001.
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