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Senat or (s) Hewes, Collott, Robertson To:  H ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BI LL NO. 2524

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-31-1, M SSI SSI PPI CCDE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THE TRANSPORTATI ON COWM SSI ON TO WORK W TH ANY COLLEGE OR
UNI VERSI TY IN THI S STATE THAT OFFERS A DEGREE | N LANDSCAPE
ARCHI TECTURE OR AGRI CULTURE TO PROVI DE FOR THE BEAUTI FI CATI ON OF
HOSPI TALI TY STATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 65-31-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

65-31-1. The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion is hereby
authorized to | ocate, design, construct, operate, and maintain
hospitality stations on trunkline highways at or near points of
entry into this state fromother states. |In carrying out the
provi sions of this chapter, the conm ssion shall have authority to
enpl oy such engineers, architects, skilled and unskilled |abor as
may be determ ned necessary by the conm ssion, for the preparation
of plans for such hospitality stations and their proper |ocation,
design, construction, maintenance, and operation. The conmi ssion
al so may enploy full-tine security officers, as authorized under
Section 65-1-131, and/or may contract for the enploynent of
private security officers, as authorized under Section 65-1-136,
to patrol and protect the property of hospitality stations and
visitors, patrons and ot her enployees of hospitality stations.

The conmi ssion shall work with any college or university in this

state that offers a degree in | andscape architecture or

agriculture to provide for beautification of such hospitality

stations and to ensure their proper horticul tural maintenance.

Prior to the |ocation of such hospitality stations the

conmm ssion shall afford the opportunity for a public hearing in
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the county wherein such hospitality station is to be |ocated for

t he purpose of receiving testinony regarding the nost feasible and
advant ageous | ocation for such hospitality station, at which
hearing all interested persons may appear and present testinony in
regard thereto. A notice of such proposed |ocation shall be given
in sone newspaper published or having general circulation in the
county wherein such hospitality station is proposed to be | ocated.
Shoul d a public hearing be requested thereon, notice by
publication shall be given at |east ten (10) days prior to the
date upon which public hearing is to be held and witten notice

t hereof shall |ikew se be given, within said tinme, to the
governing authorities of all nunicipalities within such county and
t he governing authority of such county.

Each hospitality station constructed under the provisions of
this chapter shall be maintained and kept in a neat and attractive
condi tion.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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