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To: Public Health and

Senator(s) Burton, Tollison Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2502

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 73-15-5 AND 83-41-213, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT RULES AND REGULATI ONS REGARDI NG THE
PRACTI CE OF NURSE PRACTI TI ONERS SHALL BE PROMULGATED ONLY BY THE
M SSI SSI PPI BOARD OF NURSI NG | NSTEAD OF BEI NG PROMULGATED JO NTLY
W TH THE STATE BOARD OF MEDI CAL LI CENSURE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPCOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 73-15-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-15-5. (1) "Board" neans the M ssissippi Board of
Nur si ng.

(2) The "practice of nursing"” by a registered nurse neans
t he perfornmance for conpensation of services which require
substanti al know edge of the biological, physical, behavioral,
psychol ogi cal and soci ol ogi cal sciences and of nursing theory as
the basis for assessnent, diagnhosis, planning, intervention and
evaluation in the pronotion and nai nt enance of heal th; managenent
of individuals' responses to illness, injury or infirmty; the
restoration of optinmmfunction; or the achievenent of a dignified
death. "Nursing practice" includes, but is not limted to,
adm ni stration, teaching, counseling, delegation and supervision
of nursing, and execution of the medical reginen, including the
adm ni stration of medications and treatnents prescribed by any
|l icensed or legally authorized physician or dentist. The
foregoi ng shall not be deened to include acts of nedical diagnhosis
or prescriptions of medical, therapeutic or corrective nmeasures,

except as may be set forth by rules and regul ations
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pronmul gated * * * and inplenented by the M ssissippi Board of
Nur si ng.

(3) The "practice of nursing"” by a |licensed practical nurse
means the performance for conpensation of services requiring basic
knowl edge of the biological, physical, behavioral, psychol ogical
and soci ol ogi cal sciences and of nursing procedures which do not
require the substantial skill, judgnment and know edge required of
a registered nurse. These services are perfornmed under the
direction of a registered nurse or a |icensed physician or
Iicensed dentist and utilize standardi zed procedures in the
observation and care of the ill, injured and infirm in the
mai nt enance of health; in action to safeguard |ife and health; and
in the adm nistration of nedications and treatnments prescribed by
any |icensed physician or licensed dentist authorized by state |aw
to prescribe. On a selected basis, and wthin safe limts, the
role of the licensed practical nurse shall be expanded by the
board under its rule-making authority to nore conpl ex procedures
and settings comensurate with additional preparation and
experience.

(4) A "license" neans an authorization to practice nursing
as a registered nurse or a licensed practical nurse designated
her ei n.

(5 A "registered nurse"” is a person who is |icensed or
hol ds the privilege to practice under the provisions of this
chapter and who practices nursing as defined herein. "R N" is
t he abbreviation for the title of Registered Nurse.

(6) A "licensed practical nurse" is a person who is |icensed
or holds the privilege to practice under this chapter and who
practices practical nursing as defined herein. "L.P.N." is the
abbreviation for the title of Licensed Practical Nurse.

(7) A "registered nurse in clinical practice" is one who
functions in any health care delivery system which provides

nur si ng servi ces.
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(8) A "nurse educator" is a registered nurse who neets the
criteria for faculty as set forth in a state accredited program of
nursing for registered nurses, or a state approved program of
nursing for licensed practical nurses, and who functions as a
facul ty nenber.

(9) A "consumer representative" is a person representing the
interests of the general public, who may use services of a health
agency or health professional organization or its nenbers but who
is neither a provider of health services, nor enployed in the
heal th services field, nor holds a vested interest in the
provi sion of health services at any |level, nor has an i nedi ate
famly nmenber who holds vested interests in the provision of
heal th services at any |evel.

(10) "Privilege to practice" neans the authorization to
practice nursing in the state as described in the Nurse Licensure
Conpact provided for in Section 73-15-22.

(11) "Licensee" is a person who has been issued a |license to
practice nursing in the state or who holds the privilege to
practice nursing in the state.

SECTION 2. Section 83-41-213, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

83-41-213. (1) Fromand after January 1, 1999, whenever any
policy of insurance or any nedical service plan or hospital
service contract or hospital and nedical service contract issued,
del i vered, adm nistered, continued or renewed in this state
provi des for reinbursenent for any service which is within the
| awf ul scope of practice of a duly certified nurse practitioner
wor ki ng under the supervision of a duly licensed physician as
provided for by rules and regulations inplenented by the
M ssi ssi ppi Board of Nursing under Section 73-15-5(2), the insured
or other person entitled to benefits under such policy shall be
entitled to reinbursement for such services, whether such services

are perforned by a duly licensed physician or by a duly certified
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nurse practitioner working under the supervision of a duly

| i censed physician, notw thstanding any provision to the contrary
in any statute or in such policy, plan or contract. Duly
certified nurse practitioners shall be entitled to participate in
such policies, plans or contracts providing for the services of
nurse practitioners working under the supervision of a duly

| i censed physician, as authorized by the rules and regul ati ons

i npl enented by the M ssissippi Board of Nursing under Section
73-15-5(2). Reinbursenent shall be based on services rendered by
a duly certified nurse practitioner.

It is the intent of the Legislature by this section to
provi de for expanded health delivery services and to provide for
some reduction of the cost of nedical services where possible; and
any paynments nmade hereunder shall either be in lieu of paynents to
physi ci ans or paynents to physicians shall be reduced by that
anount paid to a nurse practitioner for the performance of
aut hori zed services by such practitioner.

(2) Any action taken to prohibit nurses frompracticing in a
manner consistent with Section 73-15-1 et seq., including any
limtation on clinical privileging or performng other activities
consistent wth standards of nursing practice, is
prohibited. * * *

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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