M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By:

©CoOoO~NOUIT~WNE

Senat or (s) Dearing To:  Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2467

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-7-59, M SSI SSI PPI CCDE OF 1972, TO
DELETE THE REQUI REMENT THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY | SSUE
CERTI FI CATES AND THAT MANUFACTURERS OF TI NTED FI LM OR DARKENI NG
MATERI AL FOR PLACEMENT UPON MOTOR VEH CLE W NDOWS | SSUE LABELS
CERTI FYI NG THAT THE W NDOA6 OF MOTOR VEH CLES THAT HAVE BEEN
TI NTED OR DARKENED COWPLY W TH THE MAXI MUM ALLOWNED PERCENTAGE OF
LUM NOUS REFLECTANCE AND THE M NI MUM ALLOWED PERCENTAGE OF LI GHT
TRANSM TTANCE; TO PROH BI T MOTOR VEHI CLE | NSPECTI ON STATI ONS FROM
| SSU NG A VEHI CLE | NSPECTI ON CERTI FI CATE FOR ANY VEHI CLE WTH A
W NDSHI ELD OR W NDOW THAT FAI LS TO MEET SUCH MAXI MUM LUM NOUS
REFLECTANCE PERCENTAGE OR M NI MUM LI GHT TRANSM TTANCE PERCENTAGE
TO REQUI RE TESTS FOR LUM NOUS REFLECTANCE AND LI GHT TRANSM TTANCE
BE PERFORVED USI NG ONLY SPECI ALLY MANUFACTURED CARDS APPROVED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-13-9,

M SSI SSI PPI CCDE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
TH' S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-7-59, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

63-7-59. (1) No person shall drive any notor vehicle
required to be registered in this state upon the public roads,
streets or highways in this state with any sign or poster, or with
any glazing material which causes a mrrored effect, upon the
front windshield, side wings or side or rear wi ndows of such
vehicle, other than a certificate or other paper required or
authorized to be so displayed by law. No person shall drive any
notor vehicle required to be registered in this state upon the
public roads, streets or highways in this state with any tinted
film glazing material or darkening material of any kind on the
wi ndshield of a notor vehicle except material designed to repl ace
or provide a sun shield in the uppernost area as authorized to be
installed by manufacturers of vehicles under federal |aw
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(2) * * %

No person sha

| drive any notor vehicle required

to be registered in this state upon the public roads, streets or

hi ghways in this state with any wi ndow so tinted or darkened, by

tinted filmor

(a)
percent (20% ;
(b)
(35% or nore;
(c)

otherwi se, * * * unless the w ndow

Has a | um nous

and

refl ectance not exceeding twenty

Has a light transmttance of thirty-five percent

or

The person has

been issued a certificate of

exenption for the vehicle issued by * * * the Departnent of Public

Safety, as * * * provided in subsection (3) of this section.

(3) Notw thstanding the provisions of subsections (1) and

(2) of this section, it shal

be lawful for any person who has

been di agnosed by a licensed physician in this state as having a

physi cal condition or disease which is seriously aggravated by

m ni nrum exposure to sunlight to place or have placed upon the

wi ndshi el d or wi ndows of any notor vehicle which he owns or

operates or wthin which he regularly travels as a passenger

tinted filmor other darkening material which would otherw se be

in violation of this section.

However, any such vehicle, in order

to be exenpt under this subsection, shall have prom nently

di spl ayed on the vehicle dashboard a certificate of nedical

exenption on a form prepared by the Conm ssioner of Public Safety

and signed by the person on whose behalf the certificate is

i ssued. The speci al

certificate authorized by this subsection (3)

shal |l be issued free of charge to the applicants through the

offices of the tax collectors of the counties. Each applicant

shall present to the issuing official (a) an affidavit signed

personal ly by the applicant and signed and attested by a physician

whi ch states the applicant's physical condition or disease which

entitles himto an exenption under this subsection, and (b) proof

of ownership of the notor vehicle by the applicant, or a signed
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affidavit by the owner of a nmotor vehicle operated for the use of
the applicant, for which he is obtaining the certificate.

(4) The windshield on every notor vehicle shall be equipped
with a device for cleaning rain, snow or other noisture fromthe
wi ndshi el d, which device shall be so constructed as to be
controlled or operated by the driver of the vehicle.

* x *

(5 * * * No person shall install any tinted film darkening
material, glazing material or any other material upon the
wi ndshield or any w ndow of a notor vehicle which, after the
installation thereof, would result in such vehicle being in
viol ation of subsection (1) or (2) of this section if driven on
the public roads, streets or highways of this state * * *,

(6) No motor vehicle inspection certificate shall be
issued * * * for a vehicle on which the windshield or any w ndow
of the vehicle has been darkened by the installation of tinted

filmor by other neans, in violation of this section, or which

wi ndshield or any wi ndow of the vehicle does not conply with the

light transmttance requirenents of subsection (2) of this

section, unless a certificate of exenption has been issued for the

vehi cl e under subsection (3) of this section. * * *

(7) 1t shall be unlawful for any * * * notor vehicle

i nspection station, or any enpl oyee thereof, to knowingly issue a

not or vehicle inspection certificate for a vehicle in violation of

this section.

(8) Modtor vehicles * * * shall be tested for conpliance with
the light transmttance requirenments of this section only * * *
wi th specially manufactured cards designed for such purpose and
approved by the Departnment of Public Safety. * * *

(9) Any person violating subsection (5) or (7) of this

section, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not nore

t han One Thousand Dol l ars ($1, 000.00), or inprisonnent in the
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county jail for not nore than three (3) nonths, or by both such
fine and inprisonnent.

(10) Any violation of this section other than a violation as
described in subsection (9) of this section shall be punishable
upon conviction as provided in Section 63-9-11.

(11) Violations of this section shall be enforced only by
| aw enforcenent officers of the M ssissippi Departnent of Public
Saf ety and nunicipal |aw enforcenent officers of nmunicipalities
havi ng a popul ation of two thousand (2,000) or nore on the public
roads, streets and hi ghways under their jurisdiction.

(12) The Departnent of Public Safety shall initiate a public
awar eness program designed to inform and educate persons of the
provisions of this section. Funds for such public awareness
program shal |l be avail able through the office of the Governor's
representative for highway safety prograns.

SECTION 2. Section 63-13-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-13-9. Such inspections shall be made of every such
vehi cl e, and such certificates shall be obtained with respect to

t he mechanism |ights, tires, brakes, w ndshield and wi ndows as

prescri bed under Section 63-7-59, and equi pnment as shall be

designated by the notor vehicle inspection departnment by rules and
regul ati ons.

No vehicle equipped wth a |liquefied petroleumor natural gas
carburetion systemmy be issued a certificate under this chapter
unl ess the vehicle shall have first been inspected and approved by
an inspector or qualified installer authorized by the State
Li quefi ed Conpressed Gas Board to i nspect and approve the
installation of such systens, and unl ess such approval is
exhibited to the person nmaking the actual inspection under this
chapter.

The Conm ssioner of Public Safety may suspend the

regi stration of any vehicle which he determines is in such unsafe

S. B. No. 2467 *SS26/R757*
01/ SS26/ R757
PAGE 4



131 condition as to constitute a nenace to safety and which, after

132 notice and demand, is not equipped as required in this chapter and
133 for which a required certificate has not been obtai ned.

134 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
135 and after July 1, 2001.
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