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To: Public Health and
Senator(s) Carlton Wel fare; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2460

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-21-79, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE THAT COUNTI ES BE REI MBURSED FOR TREATMENT AND HOUSI NG
OF CERTAI N PERSONS PRI OR TO THEI R ADM SSI ON TO STATE TREATMENT
FACI LI TIES;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-21-79, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-21-79. (1) The costs incidental to the court
proceedi ngs, including, but not limted to, court costs,
prehearing hospitalization costs, cost of transportation,
reasonabl e physician's and psychol ogist's fees set by the court,
and reasonabl e attorney's fees set by the court, shall be paid out
of the funds of the county of residence of the respondent in those
i nstances where the patient is indigent unless funds for such
pur poses are made avail able by the state. Provided, however, if
t he respondent is not indigent, said costs shall be taxed agai nst
t he respondent or his estate. Further provided that if the
respondent is found by the court to not be in need of nental
treatnent then all such costs shall be taxed to the affiant
initiating the hearing.

(2) Any cost incurred by a county in association with the

nmedi cal treatnent, housing, feeding or nmi ntenance of any person

who, after being ordered admitted to a treatnent center, is held

in a county facility or private nmental hospital or other hospital

pendi ng transportation and adnmission to a state treatnent facility

shall be reinbursed to the county. All reinbursenents shall be
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paid by the Departnent of Mental Health and such rei nbursenent

shall be equal to the actual cost incurred by the county.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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