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To: Public Health and

Senat or (s) Huggins, Thanes Wl fare

SENATE BI LL NO 2241

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-25-23, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF A LI M TED PHYSI Cl ANS LI CENSE TO A
GRADUATE OF A FOREI GN MEDI CAL SCHOOL WHO HAS BEEN EMPLOYED TO
PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE | N A STATE- SUPPORTED | NSTI TUTI ON FOR 30 YEARS
AND |'S PRESENTLY SERVI NG AS DI RECTOR OF A STATE HOSPI TAL; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 73-25-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-25-23. The State Board of Medical Licensure is hereby
aut hori zed and enpowered to grant limted institutional |icense
for the practice of nedicine in state institutions to graduates of
forei gn nedical colleges approved by the National Educati onal
Council for Foreign Medical Graduates or its successor, subject to
the conditions as set out herein.

Any graduate of a foreign nedical college approved by the
organi zations specified in the foregoing paragraph who is enpl oyed
or is being considered for enploynent to practice nedicine in one
or nore M ssissippi state-supported institution(s) located in the
same county shall nake application for license to the State Board
of Medical Licensure. The application shall be made on a form
prescri bed by the Board of Medical Licensure as required by |aws
of the State of M ssissippi. The application shall also state the
institution or institutions in which the applicant has assurance
of enploynment. The State Board of Medical Licensure is hereby
authori zed to establish mnimum standards of qualifications
i ncluding noral, experience and proficiency for such applicants.

The application and the board' s recommendati on shall be forwarded
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to the board of trustees and director of the institution(s) in
whi ch the applicant wishes to practice.

Upon recei pt of such approved application fromthe State
Board of Medical Licensure, the board of trustees or the governing
authority and director of the institution or health center shal
submt the application for review to the |ocal nedical society,

t he menber of the Board of Trustees of the State Medi cal

Associ ation of that district and the nmenber of the State Board of
Medi cal Licensure of the district in which the institution is

| ocated. A formal recommendation from each of these, along with
that of the board of trustees and director of the institution,
shall becone a part of the application, and shall then be returned
to the State Board of Medical Licensure. |If a majority of the
recommendations are in favor of the applicant, the State Board of
Medi cal Licensure may, in its discretion, issue a limted |icense
to practice nedicine. The holder of such a license shall be
subject to all the laws of the State of M ssissippi governing the
practice of nedicine.

Such |icense shall be for one (1) year and shall be in such
formas the State Board of Medical Licensure shall prescribe, and
shall be issued for practice in a particular institution and shal
not be endorsable to another state. The |icense nust be renewed
annual |y, after such review as the State Board of Medica
Li censure considers necessary. A graduate of a foreign nedical
school so licensed may hold such limted institutional |icense no
| onger than five (5) years. However, any graduate of a foreign
medi cal school so |licensed and enpl oyed by any state institution
on January 1, 1981, shall not be subject to the five-year
limtation created hereby, and the State Board of Medi cal
Li censure, in its discretion, may waive the five-year limtation
on limted institutional |icenses for any other graduate of a

forei gn nedi cal school who holds such |icense.
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It is the intent of this section to enable M ssissipp
institutions to utilize the services of qualified graduates of
foreign nedical colleges during the period necessary for themto
secure citizenship papers, and to neet other requirenents for a
regul ar license, including Educational Council for Foreign Medical
Graduates certification. The State Board of Medical Licensure is
hereby authorized, in its discretion, to refuse to renew, or to
revoke such limted license if the holder of such |license has
failed to avail hinself of the opportunity to take the exam nation
for regular licensure after becomng eligible for such
exam nat i on.

The State Board of Medical Licensure may establish reasonabl e
and uniformlicense fees and shall nmake such rules and regul ations
as it considers necessary to carry out the purposes of this
section.

The State Board of Medical Licensure is hereby authorized and

directed to grant a limted license for the practice of nedicine

under the supervision of a |icensed physician to a graduate of a

foreign nedical school approved under this section who has been

enpl oyed to practice nedicine in one or nore M ssissipp

state-supported institutions for a thirty-year period of tine and

who on July 1, 2001, is serving as director of a M ssissipp

stat e-supported hospital. For purposes of this paragraph,

"supervi si ng physician" neans a doctor of nedicine or a doctor of

ost eopat hi ¢ nedi ci ne who holds an unrestricted |icense fromthe

board, who is in the full-tinme practice of nedicine and who has

been approved by the board to supervi se physician assistants; and

"supervision" neans overseeing and accepting responsibility for

t he nedi cal services rendered by the holder of the limted |icense

aut hori zed hereunder in the manner approved by the board for

physi ci an assi stants.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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