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To: Public Health and

Senat or (s) Huggi ns Vel f ar e

SENATE BI LL NO. 2204

AN ACT TO CODI FY SECTI ON 73-6-35, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PRCHI BI T PERSONS FROM PERFORM NG CERTAI N SPI NAL MANI PULATI ON OR
ADJUSTMVENT W THOUT QUALI FI CATI ONS AND TO PRESCRI BE PENALTI ES FOR
VI OLATION OF THI S SECTI ON, TO PROVI DE CERTAI N EXEMPTI ONS; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 73-23-33, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY THERETQ,
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 73-6-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

73-6-35. (1) No person may perform a spinal manipul ation or
adj ustment without first having the legal authority to
differentially diagnose and have received a mni num of four
hundred (400) clock hours or eighteen (18) senester hours of
cl assroominstruction within a three-year period in spinal
mani pul ati on or spinal adjustnent and a m ni num of ei ght hundred
(800) hours or thirty (30) senester hours of supervised clinical
training at a facility where spinal manipul ati on or spinal
adjustnment is a primary nethod of treatnent. For purpose of this
section, "manipulation or adjustnent” refers to a variety of
speci fic manual and/or nechani cal interventions which nay be of
high or | ow velocity, and/or high or |ow anplitude, with or
wi thout recoil. These passive novenents, at times nove the joint
into the paraphysiol ogi c range which is acconpani ed by a
cavitation or gapping of a joint which results in an intrasynovi al
vacuum phenonenon t hought to involve gas separation fromfluid,
usual | y acconpani ed by an audi bl e sound. This increase in notion
has a refractory period during which an additional cavitation of

the sane joint will not occur. These various
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mani pul ati ve/ adj usti ve procedures have been shown to result in
i ncreased joint notion, conpared to nobilization alone. The
common denomi nator for the various mani pul ative/ adj ustive
interventions is the reduction or correction of the vertebral
subl uxation, joint dysfunction, joint restriction or other

bi onmechani cal or nmani pul ative | esion.

(2) Violation of this section is an unlawful practice of
chiropractic and is grounds for the offending healthcare
provider's |icensing board to suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew
such providers license or take other disciplinary action allowed
by law. Any unlicensed individual found to be in violation of
this act shall be subject to fines assessed by the M ssissipp
State Board of Chiropractic examners for practicing chiropractic
wi thout a |icense.

(3) Nothing in this section shall in anyway apply to the
scope of practice of:

(a) Any osteopathic physician |icensed under
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972.

(b) Any person who practices nedicine or surgery who is
| i censed under M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972.

SECTION 2. Section 73-23-33, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as fol |l ows:

73-23-33. As used in this chapter unless the context or
subj ect matter otherw se requires:

(a) "Physical therapy" or "physiotherapy,” which terns
are deened identical and interchangeable, neans the art and
science of a health specialty concerned with the prevention of
di sability, and the physical rehabilitation for congenital or
acqui red physical or nental disabilities, resulting fromor
secondary to injury or disease. The "practice of physical
t herapy” neans the practice of the health specialty and

enconpasses physical therapy eval uation, treatnent planning,
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treatnment adm nistration, instruction and consultative services,
i ncl udi ng:

(i) Performng and interpreting tests and
measurenents as an aid to physical therapy treatnent, for the
pur pose of correcting or alleviating any physical condition and to
prevent the devel opnent of any physical or nental disability
wi thin the scope of physical therapy; and the performance of
neur onuscul ar-skel etal tests and neasurenents as an aid in
di agnosi s, evaluation or determ nation of the existence of and the
extent of any body nmal function;

(it) Planning initial and subsequent treatnent
prograns, on the basis of test findings; and

(iii) Admnistering treatnment by therapeutic
exerci se, neurodevel opnental procedures, therapeutic nmassage,
mechani cal devices and therapeutic agents which enploy the
physi cal, chem cal and other properties of air, water, heat, cold,
electricity, sound and radi ant energy for the purpose of
correcting or alleviating any physical condition or preventing the

devel opment of any physical or nmental disability, but excluding

spi nal mani pul ati on and adjustnent. The use of roentgen rays and

radium for any purpose, and the use of electricity for surgical
pur poses including cauterization, are not part of physical
t her apy;

(b) "Physical therapist” nmeans a person licensed in
this state to practice physical therapy as defined in this
chapter, and whose license is in good standing;

(c) "Physical therapist assistant” neans a health care
wor ker who assi sts a physical therapist in the provision of
physi cal therapy under the direct, on-site supervision of the
physi cal therapist. The physical therapist assistant may perform
physi cal therapy procedures and rel ated tasks that have been
sel ected and del egated by the supervising physical therapist, but

shall not performthe follow ng physical therapy activities:
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interpretation of referrals; physical therapy initial evaluation
and reeval uation; identification, determ nation or nodification of
pl ans of care (including goals and treatnent prograns); final

di scharge assessnent/eval uati on or establishment of the discharge
pl an; or therapeutic techni ques beyond the skill and know edge of
t he physical therapist assistant;

(d) "Referral" neans the witten or oral designation of
physi cal therapy services by a doctor of nedicine, dentistry,
ost eopat hy, podiatry or chiropractic, or by a nurse practitioner,
hol ding a Iicense in good standing; and the instruction therefor
may be as detailed or as general as the doctor or nurse
practitioner in his or her sound discretion deens necessary in the
particul ar case;

(e) "Board" nmeans the State Board of Health established
in Section 41-3-1,;

(f) "Department” neans the State Departnment of Health
establ i shed in Section 41-3-15;

(g) "Council™ means the Physical Therapy Advisory
Counci| established in Section 73-23-41;

(h) "Direct, on-site supervision” nmeans face-to-face
oversight by a licensed physical therapist at regular intervals,
as prescribed in regul ati ons adopted by the board, of the services
provided to a patient by a |icensed physical therapist assistant.

(i) "Direct supervision" nmeans face-to-face oversight
at regular intervals of a physical therapist issued a tenporary
| i cense under Section 73-23-53(1) by a licensed physi cal
t herapist. Such direct supervision shall be in accordance with
t he regul ati ons adopted by the board.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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