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Senator(s) Mffatt, Robertson, Burton To: ~ Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2154

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPl GULF COAST UNI VERSI Tl ES
CENTER;, TO DEFI NE THE PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF STATE I NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG RELATI NG TO THE
ESTABLI SHVENT AND OPERATI ON OF THE CENTER;, TO DEFI NE THE POWERS
AND DUTI ES OF THE COW SSI ONER OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON AS DI RECTOR OF
THE CENTER; TO DEFI NE THE POAERS AND DUTI ES OF THE CONSTI TUENT
I NSTI TUTI ONS AT THE CENTER; TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD FOR
COMVUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES TO OFFER LOVWER LEVEL COURSES AT THE
CENTER;, TO DEFI NE THE SCOPE OF ACADEM C AND RESEARCH ACTI VI TI ES AT
THE CENTER; TO PROVI DE FOR COORDI NATI ON OF COURSES AT THE CENTER
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created the M ssissippi @Qlf

Coast Universities Center as an agency of the State of

M ssi ssippi, hereinafter referred to as the "center,” which shall
have full authority to contract and to be contracted with. The
Comm ssi oner of Higher Education shall serve as the director for
t he center.

(2) The center shall be under the general direction and
managenent of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of
H gher Learning. The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of
H gher Learning shall, in its discretion, obtain fidelity bonds
and determ ne who and what should be covered thereby and anount of
such bonds.

(3) The Comm ssioner of Hi gher Education, with the approval
of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning,
shal | appoi nt and enpl oy such staff and enpl oyees and fix the
sal ari es and wages of enployees of the center as he deens
necessary to carry out the objectives and purposes of this section

and may establish the organi zational structure of the center,
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whi ch shall include the creation of any divisions necessary to
i npl enent the duties assigned to the center.

(4) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning is enpowered and authorized to provide for the planning
and construction of the center which shall be a
mul ti-institutional higher education conplex |ocated on the
M ssi ssippi GQulf Coast central to, and equally accessible to the
counti es of Hancock, Harrison and Jackson, on the | and designated
therefor. The center shall include physical plant and facilities
necessary to accommodate and house the classroons and necessary
adm ni strative offices of the constituent institutions which shal
include all universities under the jurisdiction of the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning. The board of
trustees shall have full authority to offer such undergraduate
| evel junior and senior courses that nmay be required for
conpl etion of the universities' bachelor's degree prograns at the
center, and to offer graduate and postgraduate |evel courses that
may be required for universities' masters and doctorate prograns.

(5) The State Board for Community and Junior Coll eges shal
have full authority to offer | ower undergraduate |evel freshman
and sophonore courses for students attending the M ssissippi Qlf
Coast Universities Center with the approval of, and under a
cooperative agreenent with, the Board of Trustees of State
I nstitutions of Hi gher Learning.

(6) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall have responsibility for the adm nistration of the
center. By so designating the board of trustees as adm ni strator
for the center, the Legislature hereby expresses its intent that
the center shall have a relationship of close cooperation and
coordination with the several universities but that the center
shal |l not be under the control or influence of any single
institution. Wth the approval of the board of trustees,

academcally eligible center staff may hol d appoi ntnent to
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faculties of state universities and university faculty nenbers may
be assigned to the center to conduct classes and research. The
Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning shal
require that the presidents of each university under its
jurisdiction designate a person responsible for activities at the
center in carrying out its responsibilities related to
coordinating, assisting, nonitoring and reporting on activities at
t he center.

(7) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning may exercise the following powers relating to the center:

(a) To promulgate rules and regul ations for the safety
of students, enployees and property |located within the center;

(b) To promul gate rules and regul ati ons providing for
t he operation and parking of vehicles upon the grounds, driveways
or roadways within the center;

(c) To cede jurisdiction for the enforcenent of traffic
| aws on canpus;

(d) To institute and carry out a systemof registration
and identification of vehicles owned or operated by students,
faculty and staff attending or enployed by the constituent
institutions and center staff; and

(e) After notification to the affected president of a
constituent university, to resolve a conflict concerning an
academ cally- or operationally-related issue at the center. The
board shall have the authority to make the final decision to
resolve the issue presented to it, and such decision shall be
bi nding on all of the constituent institutions affected.

(8 On or before a date to be set by the Board of Trustees
of State Institutions of Higher Learning, and in accordance with
board of trustees policies and procedures, the board of trustees
shal | coordinate and the constituent institutions shall submt to
the board of trustees, academic and facility master plans for the

constituent institutions to provide classes or research services
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at the center. The coordinated academ c and facility master plans
shal |l address all nulti-institutional issues at the center that

t he board of trustees determnes to be relevant to the role and

m ssion of each institution and academ c program requirenents for
fulfilling that role and m ssion. The board of trustees shal
review the master plans and shall order revisions to the extent
that the plans fail to maximze efficiency and academ c program
effectiveness. Wen approved by the board of trustees, the
academ c and facility master plans shall submt a report thereon
to the Legislature.

(9) The center may identify and obtain research funds and
other grants from public and private sources, and may contract
Wi th universities and other entities to effected needed priority
econom ¢ devel opnent rel ated research projects affecting the
M ssi ssi ppi Gul f Coast.

(10) The center nmay advise the various agencies and
departnents of state governnent |ocated on the M ssissippi Gulf
Coast regarding research needs and prograns and shall assist in
t he establishment of such prograns where needed. These prograns
shall be coordinated by the center in order to mnimze
duplication of effort, to maxim ze utilization of data and
equi pnent and to standardi ze procedures for the nore efficient
pursuit of research. Comunities, counties, districts,
devel opment groups and ot her such organi zations may call upon the
center for informational services, and specific research projects
may be undertaken by the center for such organizations on a
contract basis. The center may provide advice and counsel,
consistent with its duties, to the private business comunity
| ocated on the M ssissippi Gulf Coast, and specific research
projects may be undertaken by the center for private business on a
contract basis.

(11) The Attorney General of the state shall be |egal

counsel to the center.
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(12) The center, on behalf of the Board of Trustees of State

Institutions of H gher Learning, shall prepare an annual report of

its activities to the Governor and the Legislature not |ater than

July 1 of each year.

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2001.
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