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Representative O ark To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 11

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG PRESI DENT BUSH S APPO NTMENT OF DR
ROD PAI GE, SR, AS EDUCATI ON SECRETARY.

VWHEREAS, Dr. Rod Paige, Sr., President George W Bush's
choice for Secretary of the U S. Ofice of Education, is a native
of Lawrence County, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Pai ge has been Superintendent of the Houston
| ndependent School District since 1994, and is credited with
i nproving performance in the district--the largest in Texas and
the 7th | argest school district in Anerica--and making it one of
t he best regarded urban school systens in the country; and

VWHEREAS, before taking the superintendent's job, Dr. Paige
served on the school system s board and as Dean of the Coll ege of
Education at Texas Sout hern University; and

VWHEREAS, the National Alliance of Black School Educators
named himtheir Superintendent of the Year, and he was naned
out st andi ng urban educator by the Council of Geat Cty Schools in
1999; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Paige received his basic education in the public
schools in the great State of M ssissippi, graduated from Law ence
County Training School (Mnticello, Mssissippi) and Jackson State
Col | ege (now Jackson State University), earned his master's and
doctoral degrees from I ndiana University, taught and coached
football in Mssissippi at Summer Hi Il H gh School, Utica Junior
Col | ege and Jackson State University; and served as assistant
football coach at the University of Cincinnati and as Athletic

Director and Head Football Coach at Texas Southern University; and
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VWHEREAS, Dr. Paige is one of the |ongest-serving
superintendents in America and his professional achievenents are a
matter of record: was nanmed as one of the twenty nost influential

Texans in the Septenber 2000 issue of The Texan Monthly; is

recogni zed as one of America's forenost authorities on education;

The Educati on Week newspaper (Cctober 9, 2000) called him "one of

the country's best-known and nost highly regarded
superintendents”; has won one of the nation's nobst prestigious
education awards, the Harold W MG aw, Jr., Prize in Education
(Sept enber 2000); in Cctober 1999 he was naned Anerica' s nost
out st andi ng urban educator and was awarded the Richard R G een
Award by the Council of the Geat City Schools; was naned the
Nati onal Superintendent of the Year by the National Alliance of
Bl ack School Educators (Novenmber 2000); was naned the Texas

nom nee for the national Superintendent of the Year by the Texas
Associ ation of School Adm nistrators (Novenber 2000); and in

Oct ober 1997, The Oregoni an chose himas one of the ten "dream

superintendents.” The newspaper chose Dr. Paige after asking
ur ban- educati on experts across the country to name the ten best;
and

WHEREAS, Dr. Paige has dedicated his life to denonstrating
the potential that can be harnessed on behalf of the children.
Under his | eadership the achievenent |evels of students (in
Houst on) have inproved over time in every category for every group
of students. |In fact, the gap between student groups shrank even
as all groups have inproved; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Paige credits his parents for his strong belief
in learning and conmtnent to positive work ethics; his nother was
a teacher and librarian and his father a school adm nistrator in
his early career and |later a County Agent with the Cooperative
Ext ensi on Service, and his sister, Raygene, is a respected

educat or; and
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WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
prof essional and civic achievenents of this M ssissippian who has
brought honor to his famly, his conmunity, his school and to his
native State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend President Bush's appointnent of Dr. Rod Paige, Sr., as
Secretary of the U S. Ofice of Education.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Dr. Paige and his famly and be forwarded to nenbers

of M ssissippi's congressional del egation.
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