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Represent ati ve Ford To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 96

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON CREATI NG A STUDY COWM SSI ON ON THE
M SSI SSI PPl JUDI CI AL SYSTEM TO DI RECT THE COW SSI ON TO MAKE A
VRI TTEN REPORT OF | TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMMVENDATI ONS TO THE
LEA SLATURE BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2001; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

VWHEREAS, the |egal systemof the State of M ssissippi and of
the entire United States is based on the principle that an
i ndependent, fair and conpetent judiciary interprets and applies
the laws that govern society; and

WHEREAS, intrinsic to American concepts of justice are the
precepts that judges, individually and collectively, nust respect
and honor the judicial office as a public trust and strive to
enhance and nai ntain confidence in our |egal system and

VWHEREAS, according to state public opinion polls, citizens
are concerned that canpaign contributions and advertisenents may
be undermning judicial integrity and i ndependence; and

VWHEREAS, whil e peopl e have confidence in the overall justice
system low |l evels of public trust in the process of selecting
judges attest to a need to maintain and strengthen confidence in
the judicial systemand the neans by which judges are sel ected:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That the Study Conm ssion on the M ssissippi Judicial
Systemis created to conduct a conprehensive study on the judicial
systemin the State of Mssissippi. Specifically, the comi ssion
shal | exam ne the nethod by which judges are selected in the state
and shall reconmend whet her the current system of el ecting nenbers

of the judiciary should be continued or a system of appointnment or
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a conbi ned system of appoi ntment and el ecti on should be
i npl emented. The commi ssion also shall study the current |aws
governing judicial canpaign advertising and contributions to
judicial canpaigns and shall nake specific recomendations for
i nprovenents that will pronote integrity and confidence in the
judicial system The conm ssion may study any other matters
relating to the judicial system and make recommendati ons as
necessary to pronote the adm nistration of justice in the State of
M ssi ssi ppi .
The Study Commi ssion on the M ssissippi Judicial System

shal | be conposed of the foll ow ng nmenbers:

(a) The Chairman of the Judiciary En Banc Conmittee of
t he House of Representatives;

(b) The Chairman of the Judiciary Commttee of the
Senat e;

(c) Two (2) menbers of the House of Representatives
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;

(d) Two (2) nmenmbers of the Senate appointed by the
Li eut enant Covernor;

(e) One (1) person fromeach Supreme Court District
appoi nted by the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court;

(f) One (1) person fromeach Supreme Court District
appoi nted by the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals;

(g) One (1) chancery judge el ected by the Conference of
Chancery Judges;

(h) One (1) circuit judge elected by the Conference of
Crcuit Judges;

(i) One (1) county court judge elected by the
Conf erence of County Court Judges;

(j) One (1) justice court judge elected by the
Conference of Justice Court Judges;

(k) One (1) lawyer licensed to practice law in

M ssi ssi ppi appoi nted by the President of The M ssissippi Bar;
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(1) One (1) lawyer licensed to practice law in
M ssi ssi ppi appointed by the President of the Magnolia Bar
Associ ati on;

(m One (1) Suprene Court Judge from each Supreme Court
District appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; and

(n) One (1) appellate court judge from each Suprene
Court District appointed by the Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeal s.

Wthin thirty (30) days after the final passage of this
resolution during the 2001 Regul ar Session of the Legisl ature,
appointnments to the comm ssion shall be made. Wthin thirty (30)
days after the nenbers are appointed, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Lieutenant Governor shall establish the
date, tine and place of the commssion's initial neeting, which
shal |l be for the purpose of organizing the comm ssion and
establishing rules for transacting business and keeping records.
At the initial neeting, the nmenbers of the conm ssion shall elect
a chairman and a vice chairman, who shall serve in the absence of
the chairman and al so shall serve as secretary and be responsible
for keeping all records of the conmssion. A mgjority of the
menbers of the comm ssion shall constitute a quorum at al
comm ssion neetings. An affirmative vote of a majority of the
menbers of the comm ssion shall be required in the adoption of
rules, resolutions and reports and in any other actions taken by
t he conm ssi on.

Al'l menbers of the comm ssion shall be notified in witing of
all regular and special neetings of the comm ssion, which notices
must be nmailed at |east five (5) days before the date of each
meeting. The comm ssion shall hold a m ninumof three (3) regular
nmeetings. The comm ssion shall make a witten report of its
findings and recomendations to the Legi sl ature before Decenber 1,

2001.
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For attendi ng neetings of the conm ssion, nenbers of the
conmi ssion who are not |egislators shall be conpensated at the per
diemrate authorized by Section 25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
and shall be reinbursed in accordance with Section 25-3-41,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, for mleage and actual expenses
incurred. Each |egislative nenber shall be paid, fromthe
contingent expense fund of the nmenber's respective house, per diem
conpensation in the anount authorized by Section 25-3-69,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, and a m | eage all owance and expense

al l owance in the anount authorized by Section 5-1-47, M ssissipp
Code of 1972. However, no per diem conpensation, mleage

al l omance or expense all owance shall be paid for attending
meetings of the comm ssion while the Legislature is in session,
and no per diem conpensation, mleage all owance or expense

al  ownance shall be paid wi thout prior approval of the proper
commttee in the nenber's respective house. Any nmenber who is

al so a state enployee shall not be eligible to receive per diem
conpensation. No comm ssion nenber may incur per diem travel or
ot her expenses unl ess previously authorized by vote, at a neeting
of the conm ssion, which action shall be recorded in the official
m nutes of the meeting. All expenses incurred by and on behal f of
t he conm ssion shall be paid fromfunds nmade avail able by the
House Managenent Committee and the Senate Rules Commttee, from
any funds appropriated for the purpose of this resolution and from
any grants or contributions made to the comm ssion for its

pur pose.

In carrying out the provisions of this resolution, the joint
comm ssion may utilize the services, facilities and personnel of
all departnents, agencies, offices and institutions of the state,
including the Adm nistrative Ofice of the Courts and the Judi ci al

Col I ege of the University of M ssissippi Law Center.
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