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Represent ati ve Bar bour To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 87

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE B. S. RI CKS MEMORI AL
LI BRARY UPON THE CELEBRATI ON OF | TS 100TH ANNI VERSARY.

VWHEREAS, the B.S. Ricks Menorial Library in Yazoo County,
M ssissippi, is celebrating its 100th Anniversary; and

VWHEREAS, the Yazoo Library Association, founded in 1838, was
chartered by the M ssissippi Legislature to provide public library
service to Yazoo County; however, the association struggled for 60
years to find an appropriate |ocation to house its books and serve
its menbers; and

WHEREAS, M's. B.S. Ricks adopted the library as her cause and
offered to build a new building for the Yazoo Library Association
in menory of her |ate husband, Benjamn S. R cks; and

VWHEREAS, with its begi nning founded in providing books and
arrangi ng debates for its nenbers, the Ricks Menorial Library
adapted its services as the needs of its patrons changed; and

VWHEREAS, throughout its 100-year history, the library has
provi ded books to its patrons as well as other services such as
book di scussions, mail library service, booknobile service and
services to the honebound; and

VWHEREAS, the Ricks Menorial Library has survived the 1904
fire that destroyed nost of downtown Yazoo City, the M ssissipp
Ri ver flood of 1927 and narrowWy m ssed destruction fromthe 1933
t or nado; and

WHEREAS, the Ricks Menorial Library shows a successive nunber
of primary events anong M ssissippi's public libraries including
being the first public library in the state constructed conpletely
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with nmenorial funds in 1900; the first public entity in Yazoo Gty
tointegrate its facilities by signing the Conpliance with the
Cvil Rghts Act of 1964 in 1965; the first public library in the
state to be placed on the National Register of Hi storic Places in
1975; the first public library in the state to automate its
library circulation, card catal og and catal ogi ng functions in
1985; the first public library building in the state to reach its
centenni al year of operation in 2001 and the ol dest public library
building in the state; and

WHEREAS, the B.S. Ricks Menorial Library has provided the
citizens of Yazoo County with many services to fulfill their
literary needs for 100 years:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby commend and congratulate the B.S. Ricks
Menorial Library upon the celebration of its 100th Anniversary and
express our appreciation for its many years of services to the
citizens of this state.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the B.S. Ricks Menorial Library and to the nenbers of
the Capitol Press Corps.
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