M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By:

© (0] ~ » o h~rwWNPR

N N NN D N N MDD P P PP Pk kPR
~N~ o o~ 0N P O © 00 N oo o~ N -+, O

Represent ati ves Bow es, Eakes To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 84

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR THE PLANS BY
THE M NERAL MANAGEMENT SERVI CE (MVB) TO PROCEED W TH OUTER
CONTI NENTAL SHELF (OCS) LEASE SALE 181 FOR THE EASTERN GULF OF
MEXI CO WHI CH | S SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 5, 2001

WHEREAS, a strong donestic oil and natural gas industry is
vitally inportant to the econony and national defense of the
United States; and

VWHEREAS, the donestic oil and gas production of the United
St ates has decreased at the sanme tinme that donestic consunption of
oil has increased by over 14% and

WHEREAS, at the current tine, the United States inports
approximately 55% of the oil we need for America' s econony while
t he demand for refined petrol eum products is projected to increase
by over 35% and the demand for natural gas is projected to
i ncrease by at |east 45% percent over the next two decades; and

VWHEREAS, mnuch of the nation's greatest potential for future
domestic production lies in the areas which are currently off
limts to oil and natural gas devel opnent; and

VWHEREAS, two eastern Gulf of Mexico Quter Continental Shelf
(OCS) areas, specifically an area known as the Destin Donme and
Federal Lease Sale 181 Area, have great potential to hold |arge
natural gas reserves; and

VWHEREAS, for the first time since 1988, the federal M neral
Managenent Service (MMS) has schedul ed on Decenber 5, 2001, an OCS
| ease sale for the Eastern @ulf of Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, the oil and gas industry has an exenplary record in

regard to protecting the environment while operating in the Qulf
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of Mexico, and oil and gas production fromthis area of the Qulf
woul d hel p offset current donestic energy production declines and
assi st the nation; and

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssippi jobs, incone taxes, and other positive
econom ¢ benefits have been created by the Gulf of Mexico
devel opnment, including exploration and drilling, platform
fabrication and installation, pipeline contracting and
construction, onshore gas treatnment plant construction, operation,
and mai nt enance, and goods, services, and supplies purchased; and

VWHEREAS, the economc activity which results fromoil and
natural gas devel opnent in the Qulf of Mexico would continue to
benefit M ssissippi and all the states which border the Gulf of
Mexi co:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby express support for the plans by the
M neral Managenent Service (MVB) to proceed with Quter Continental
Shel f (OCS) Lease Sale 181 for the Eastern Gulf of Mexico which is
schedul ed for Decenber 5, 2001.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
forwarded to each nmenber of the M ssissippi Congressional

Del egation and to the Director of the M neral Managenent Service.
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