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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 61

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG MRS. MARTHA LAYTON
Rl CHARDSON TATUM ON BEI NG NAMED THE 2001 ARTS PATRON AWARD W NNER
OF THE GOVERNOR S AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE ARTS.

VWHEREAS, M's. Martha Layton R chardson Tatumw || be honored
on February 9, 2001, for being naned the 2001 Arts Patron Award
Wnner of the CGovernor's Awards for Excellence in the Arts; and

WHEREAS, for nore than 30 years, Ms. Tatum has devoted her
time and energy to the community arts progranms in the Hattiesburg
area; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Tatumwas instrunental in the founding of the
Hattiesburg G vic Light Opera in the md-1970's, where she has
served as the fifth president of the performng arts organizations
and remains on its board of directors; and

VWHEREAS, in 1996, Ms. Tatum provided the inpetus for the
founding of the Hattiesburg G vic Chorus and Concert Associ ation
and remains an active participant on its board of directors; and

VWHEREAS, through her financial support of the College of the
Arts at the University of Southern M ssissippi, sone 11 students
now recei ve schol arship assistance in the fields of theatre and
musi c; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Tatum provided the initial installnment of a
$500, 000. 00 pl edge to the Theatre/ Dance Endownent nanaged by the
University of Southern M ssissippi Foundation; and

VWHEREAS, in appreciation and recognition for her |ongtine
comm tment and many contributions to the arts, the largest theatre
in the University of Southern M ssissippi's new Theatre and Dance

Bui | di ng was nanmed after Ms. Tatum and
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VWHEREAS, M's. Tatum has served on the Hattiesburg Arts
Council, and currently is serving on one of the commttees engaged
in planning the gala opening of the restored Saenger Theatre, a
cornerstone in revitalization efforts in downtown Hattiesburg; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Tatum has provided individual private grants to
area students at the high school and college level for the
purchase of nusical instrunments or to defray perfornmance expenses;
and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and comrend out st andi ng M ssi ssi ppi ans such as Ms. Tatum whose
many years of dedication to the arts has touched the lives of so
many:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby commend M's. Martha Layton Ri chardson
Tatum for being nanmed the 2001 Arts Patron Award W nner of the
Governor's Awards for Excellence in the Arts and express our best
w shes of success in all her future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Ms. Martha Layton Richardson Tatum and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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