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Repr esent ati ve Hol | and To:  Constitution

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 52

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPCSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO SECTI ON
171, M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO PROVI DE THAT JUSTI CE
COURTS SHALL HAVE JURI SDI CTI ON OVER FELONI ES AS PRESCRI BED BY THE
LEQ SLATURE.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That the followi ng anendnent to the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
st at e:

Amend Section 171, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
as foll ows:

"Section 171. A conpetent nunber of justice court judges and
constabl es shall be chosen in each county in the nmanner provided
by law, but not |less than two (2) such judges in any county, who
shall hold their officer for the termof four (4) years. Each
justice court judge shall have resided two (2) years in the county
next preceding his selection and shall be high school graduate or
have a general equival ency diploma unless he shall have served as
a justice of the peace or been elected to the office of justice of
t he peace prior to January 1, 1976. Al persons elected to the
of fice of justice of the peace in Novenber 1975, shall take office
in January 1976, as justice court judges.

The maximumcivil jurisdiction of the justice court shal
extend to causes in which the principal anpbunt in controversy is
Five Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00) or such hi gher ampbunt as may be
prescribed by law. The justice court shall have jurisdiction

concurrent with the circuit court over all crimes whether fel ony
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or mi sdeneanor; but the Legislature nmay limt the fel ony offenses

which may be heard in justice court.

In all causes tried in justice court, the right of appeal
shall be secured under such rules and regul ations as shall be
prescribed by law, and no justice court judge shall preside at the
trial of any cause where he may be interested, or the parties or
either of themshall be connected with himby affinity or
consangui nity, except by the consent of the justice court judge
and of the parties.

Al'l reference in the M ssissippi Code to justice of the peace
shall nmean justice court judge."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this proposed anendnent shall be
submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors at
an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
of Novenber 2002, as provided by Section 273 of the Constitution
and by general |aw.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the explanation of this proposed
anmendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional anmendment will provide that justice court shal
have concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit court over
m sdeneanors and fel onies as may be prescribed by the

Legi sl ature.”
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