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Representative Scott (80th) To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 49

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON SUPPCRTI NG THE WASHI NGTON JUNETEENTH
2001 A NATI ONAL HCOLI DAY OBSERVANCE AND NATI ONAL JUNETEENTH HOLI DAY
CAMPAI GN.

VWHEREAS, nore than 130 years ol d, Juneteenth National Freedom
Day is the oldest and only African-Anmerican holiday observance in
the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Juneteenth National Freedom Day conmenorates the
strong survival, due to God given strength and determ nation, of
African- Anericans who were first brought to this country stacked
in the bottom of slave ships in a nonth-long journey across the
Atl antic Ccean known as the "M ddl e Passage"; and

VHEREAS, approximately el even and one-half mllion
African- Aneri cans survived the voyage to the New Worl d, the nunber
that died is likely greater, only to be subjected to whipping,
castration, branding, rape, tearing apart of famlies and forced
to submt to slavery for nore than 200 years after arrival in the
United States; and

VWHEREAS, Juneteenth comrenorates the day freedom was
proclained to all slaves in the south by Union General G anger, on
June 19, 1865, in Galveston, Texas, nore than two and a half years
after the signing of the Emanci pation Proclamation by President
Abr aham Li ncol n; and

VWHEREAS, for the first time in over 130 years of the annual
cel ebration, Juneteenth has finally been officially recognized as
Junet eent h | ndependence Day in Anerica by the President and

Congress of the United States; and
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VWHEREAS, this reality is particularly underscored by the fact
that it was in the 1st Session of the 105th Congress via
bi parti san cooperation of the former Congresswonan Barbara
Rose-Col lins (D-M chigan), former Senator Carol Mosl ey-Braun
(D-1l1linois), Congressman J.C. Watts (R Okl ahoma), former House
Speaker Newt G ngrich (R-Georgia), Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott (R-Mssissippi) and Senate Mnority Leader Tom Daschl e
(D-Sout h Dakota), that Senate Joint Resolution 11 and House Joi nt
Resol ution 56 were successfully shepherded through both Houses of
Congress, in a successful effort to officially recognize
Juneteenth as the | ndependence Day (bservance of Anericans of
African descent in 1997; and

VWHEREAS, Anericans of all colors, creeds, cultures, religions
and countries of origin, share in a common | ove of and respect for
freedom as well as a determnation to protect their right to
freedom t hrough denocratic institutions, by which the
"tenets-of -freedom are guaranteed and protected; and

VWHEREAS, Juneteenth | ndependence Day, along with the 4th of
July, conpletes the cycle of freedomfor Anmerica's |ndependence
Day observances; and

VWHEREAS, "Until all are Free, None are Free," is an oft
repeated maxi mthat can be used to highlight the significance of
the end of the era of slavery in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, the National Juneteenth Cbservance Foundation is
sponsoring the prem er celebration and worship services to
commenorate Anerica' s 2nd | ndependence Day (bservance, the 19th of
June, as one which conpletes the cycle of Anerica's 18th century
| ndependence Movenent, initiated with the 4th of July, 1776
Decl arati on of | ndependence; and

VWHEREAS, to recognize this country's novenent towards a one
Anerica, advanced by a sincere dialogue of the realization of what
Juneteenth historically neans to all Anericans, pronoting racial

heal i ng, restoration and justi ce:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG

THEREI N, That we do hereby support the Washi ngton Juneteenth 2001

Nati onal Holiday Observance and National Juneteenth Holiday

Canpai gn.
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Cel ebr at e Junet eent h.



