M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By: Representatives Capps, Col eman (29th), To:  Rules
McBri de
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 40
1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
2 DELTA STATE UNI VERSI TY "FI GHTI NG OKRA" FOOTBALL TEAM AND CQACH
3 STEVE CAMPBELL FOR W NNI NG THEI R FI RST NATI ONAL CHAMPI ONSHI P.
4 VWHEREAS, the Delta State University "Fighting Okra" Football
5 Team has won the NCAA Division Il National Chanpionship, its first
6 national chanpionship, defeating Bl oonsburg State 63-34; and
7 VWHEREAS, as a result of this chanpionship, the Statesnmen were
8 ranked Nunber 1 in the Division Il football poll by USA Today; and
9 VWHEREAS, eighteen of the 27 teans that scored first have won
10 the Division Il National Chanpionship, but Delta State overcane
11 Bl oonsburg in Florence, Al abama, scoring first, and the Statesnen
12 also overcane their first post-season deficit; and
13 VWHEREAS, in the chanpionship gane Delta State, |ed by Junior
14 Quarterback Josh Bright and Coach of the Year Steve Canpbell,
15 established four new NCAA records, as the Statesnmen scored the
16 nost points in the gane since Northwest M ssouri scored 58 | ast
17 season, and also set a new ganme rushing record with 524 yards
18 rushing, while accunul ating 649 yards total offense, also a new
19 NCAA record along with 36 first downs in the gane, also a new NCAA
20 mark; and
21 VWHEREAS, Delta State finished the 2000 season with a
22 remarkable record of 14 wins and only one | oss; and
23 VWHEREAS, prior to the Division Il Chanpionship gane, the
24 Statesnen defeated North Dakota State 36-16 in the semfinals,
25 held off Catawba College 20-14 in the quarterfinals, and in front
26 of the honme crowd at Travis E. Parker Field convincingly defeated

H C R No. 40 *HRO3/R1180* N1/ 2
01/ HRO3/ R1180
PAGE 1 (CTE\LH)



27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

Val dosta State 49-12 in the first round of the NCAA Division I
pl ayof fs; and

VWHEREAS, versatile Quarterback Josh Bright is the second
wi nner fromDelta State to win the coveted Conerly Trophy, and
Coach Steve Canpbell and his staff are gaining quite a reputation
as they lead the Statesnen to excellence; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and comrend outstandi ng athletes such as the Delta State
Uni versity "Fighting Ckra" Football Team who have brought great
honor to their university and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE M SSI SSI PPI HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby commend and congratul ate the Delta
State University "Fighting Ckra" Football Team and Coach Steve
Canpbel I, for winning the NCAA Division Il National Chanpionship,
their first national chanpionship, and wi sh them continued success
in their future athletic and academ c endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to the "Fighting Ckra" Football Team and Coach Canpbel |
and his staff, the President of Delta State University and to

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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