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Representatives Frierson, Davis, Pierce 10 Constitution

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 15

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPCSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO SECTI ON
213-A, M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO RECONSTI TUTE THE
MEMBERSHI P OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF
H GHER LEARNI NG BY PROVI DI NG THAT MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR
SI X- YEAR TERM5 FROM CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRI CTS AS THE DI STRI CTS EXI ST
AFTER EACH FEDERAL DECENNI AL CENSUS, BEG NNI NG W TH THE 2000
CENSUS.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That the followi ng anendnment to the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
st at e:

Amend Section 213-A, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to
read as follows:

"Section 213-A. The state institutions of higher
learning * * * in Mssissippi, to-wit: University of M ssissippi,
M ssi ssippi State University of Agriculture and Applied Science,
M ssi ssippi University for Wonen, University of Southern
M ssissippi, Delta State University, Alcorn State University,
Jackson State University, Mssissippi Valley State University, and
any others * * * which nay be hereafter organi zed or established
by the State of M ssissippi, shall be under the managenent and
control of a board of trustees to be known as the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning. * * * The

Governor shall appoint the nenbers of the board with the advice

and consent of the Senate. The Governor shall appoint only

i ndi viduals who are qualified electors residing in the district

fromwhich each is appointed, * * * at |east twenty-five (25)
years of age, and of the highest order of intelligence, character,
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learning, and fitness for the performance of their duties, to the
end that the board shall performits high and honorable

duties * * * to the greatest advantage of the people of the state
and the educational institutions, uninfluenced by any political
considerations. There shall be appointed three (3) nenbers of

such board from each congressional district of the state as such

districts are constituted follow ng the nost recent federal

decenni al census, beginning with the 2000 federal decenni al

census. The termof office of the trustees * * * provided for in

this section shall begin on the first Monday of May 2003; and it

shall be the duty of the Governor to make such appointnents during

t he regul ar session of the Legislature of M ssissippi beginning in

2003. One-third (1/3) of the nmenbership of the board shall be
appointed for a period of two (2) years; one-third (1/3) of the
nmenbership shall be appointed for a period of four (4) years; and

one-third (1/3) of the nenbership shall be appointed for a period

of six (6) years. * * * Thereafter, their successors shall hold

office for a period of six (6) years. The appointnents shall be

made so that the nmenbers whose terns expire in the sane year are

fromdifferent congressional districts. The nenbers of the board

of trustees as constituted at the tine the 2001 anendnent is

inserted in the Constitution * * * shall continue to hold office

until the nenbers of the board, as reconstituted pursuant to the

2001 anendnent, are appointed and take office. The Governor may

reappoi nt any nenber of the board holding office at the tine the

2001 anendnent is inserted in the Constitution if the nmenber

resides wthin the congressional district fromwhich he is being

appoi nted as such district exists followi ng the 2000 federal

decenni al census. |In case of a vacancy on the board by death or

resignation of a nmenber, or for any * * * cause other than the

expiration of such nenber's termof office, the board shall elect
hi s successor, who shall hold office until the end of the next
session of the Legislature. During such * * * session of the
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Legi sl ature, the Governor shall appoint the successor nenber of
the board fromthe district fromwhich his predecessor was
appointed, to hold office until the end of the period for which
such original trustee was appointed, to the end that one-third
(1/3) of such trustees' ternms will expire each two (2) years.

The Legi slature shall provide by |law for the appoi ntnent of a
trustee for the La Bauve Fund at the University of M ssissippi and
for the perpetuation of such fund.

Such board shall have the power and authority to elect the
heads of the various institutions of higher |earning, and contract
with all deans, professors and other nmenbers of the teaching
staff, and all adm nistrative enployees of the institutions for a
term not exceeding four (4) years; but the board shall have the
power and authority to term nate any such contract at any tine for
mal f easance, inefficiency or contunaci ous conduct, but never for
political reasons.

Not hi ng herein contained shall in any way |limt or take away
the power the Legislature had and possessed, if any, at the tine
of the adoption of this anmendnment, to consolidate, abolish or
change the status of any of the above named institutions.”

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this proposed anendnent shall be
submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors at
an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
of Novenber 2002, as provided by Section 273 of the Constitution
and by general |aw.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the explanation of this proposed
anmendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional amendnment provides that beginning in 2003, nenbers
of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning
shal | be appoi nted from congressional districts as the districts
are drawn follow ng the nost recent federal decennial census. The
amendnent al so changes the termof office of the board nenbers

fromtwelve (12) years to six (6) years."
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