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To: Local and Private

Represent ati ves Henderson, Espy, Mayo Legi sl ation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1708

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES OF THE TOMWN OF
FRI ARS PO NT, M SSI SSI PPI, TO OPERATE | TS NATURAL GAS DI STRI BUTI ON
SYSTEM W THI N CERTAI N AREAS QUTSI DE THE CORPORATE LIM TS OF THE
TOM OF FRI ARS PO NT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Notwi thstanding any provisions of Section
21-27-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, to the contrary, the governing
authorities of the Town of Friars Point in Coahoma County,
M ssissippi, in their discretion, may construct, expand, operate
and maintain a natural gas distribution systemto provide natural
gas service to the follow ng described area if that area is not
certified to another natural gas utility for such service, or if
certified, upon obtaining a release fromthat utility and
obtaining a Certificate of Public Conveni ence and Necessity from
t he Public Service Conm ssion:

Begi nning at a point where the East bank of the

M ssi ssippi River intersects the East boundary of

Section 16, Township 29 North, Range 4 West in Coahoma

County, M ssissippi; thence South approximtely 1 mle

to the Southeast corner of said Section 16; thence East

approximately 7 mles to the Northeast corner of Section

22, Township 29 North, Range 3 West; thence South 1 1/2

mles to the Southeast corner of the North 1/2 of

Section 27; thence West 2 miles to the Sout hwest corner

of the North 1/2 of Section 28; thence South 1 1/2 mles

to the Sout heast corner of Section 32, Township 29

North, Range 3 West; thence West 4 miles to the
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Sout hwest corner of Section 35, Township 29 North, Range

4 West: thence South 3 1/2 miles to the Northwest corner

of the South 1/2 Section 23, Township 28 North, Range 4

West; thence East 1 1/2 mles to the Northeast corner of

t he Sout hwest 1/4 of Section 24, Township 28 North,

Range 4 West; thence South approximately 2 3/4 mles to

t he Sout heast corner of the Northeast 1/4 of the

Nort hwest 1/4 of Section 1, Township 27 North, Range 4

West; thence West 1 mile to the Sout hwest corner of the

Nort hwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 2,

Townshi p 27 North, Range 4 West; thence North 1 1/4

mles to the Northwest corner of the East 1/2 of the

East 1/2 Section 35, Township 28 North, Range 4 \West;

thence Wst 1 3/4 nmiles to the Sout hwest corner of

Section 27, Township 28 North, Range 4 West; thence

North 2 mles to the Sout heast corner of Section 16,

Townshi p 28 North, Range 4 West; thence West 2 1/2 mles

to the Sout hwest corner of the East 1/2 of Section 18,

Townshi p 28 North, Range 4 West; thence North

approximately 5 1/2 mles to the East bank of the

M ssi ssippi River in Township 29 North, Range 4 West;

t hence Northeasterly along the said East bank of the

M ssi ssippi River approximately 2 1/2 mles to the East

boundary of Section 16 and the point of beginning, al

t he above being in Coahoma County, M ssissippi.

Whenever such service is furnished to any consuner residing

outside the corporate limts of the Town of Friars Point, the

consuner

may not be charged at a rate greater than twice the rate

charged for the sane service within the corporate limts of the

Town of Friars Point.

(2)

The authority conferred by this act shall not be

construed as an exenption fromthe provisions of Chapter 3, Title

77,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972. The Town of Friars Point nust
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obtain fromthe Public Service Comm ssion a Certificate of Public
Conveni ence and Necessity and approval of all rates and changes
for providing natural gas service to those areas that are nore
than one (1) mle outside its corporate boundaries, and the town
ot herwi se shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion as authorized by applicable | aw

(3) The governing authorities of the Town of Friars Point
must provide natural gas service to each consuner within the
di stribution system who requests such service. For the purpose of
this subsection, the term"distribution systenf neans all areas
that are described in this act.

(4) The governing authorities of the Town of Friars Point
shall file annually with the State Auditor for his review a
financial report on the natural gas distribution system The
audited financial statenments shall be maintained in the office of
the systemfor public inspection and shall be made available to
t he public during normal business hours.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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