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Representative Qunm ngs Legi sl ation; Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1670

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 944, LAWS OF 1993, TO AUTHORI ZE AN
| NCREASE | N THE TOURI ST TAX LEVI ED ON THE CGROSS | NCOVE OF HOTEL
AND MOTEL ROOM RENTALS I'N Tl SHOM NGO COUNTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PROVI DI NG FUNDS FOR THE PROMOTI ON OF TOURI SM AND RETI REMENT | N THE
COUNTY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Chapter 944, Laws of 1993, is anended as foll ows:

Section 1. As used in this act, the term"hotel"” or "notel"
means any establishnment engaged in the business of furnishing or
provi ding roons intended or designed for |odging or sleeping
pur poses for transient guests, which establishnment consists of
five (5) or nore guest roons and does not enconpass any hospital,
conval escent or nursing hone, or sanitarium or any hotel -like
facility operated by or in connection with a hospital or nedical
clinic providing roons exclusively for patients and their
famlies.

Section 2. (1) For the purpose of providing funds for the
pronotion of tourismand retirenment, the Board of Supervisors of
Ti shom ngo County, M ssissippi, inits discretion, may |evy,
assess and collect fromevery person, firmand corporation
operating a hotel or notel in Tishom ngo County a tax that may be
cited as a "tourist tax," which shall be in addition to all other
taxes and assessnents inposed by the county, as provided in this
act .

(2) Such tax shall be an ampbunt not to exceed three percent

(3%9 of the gross proceeds fromroomrentals of hotels and notels
in the county, excluding charges for tel ephone, |aundry and

simlar services. The tax shall not be |evied upon or collected
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from gross proceeds of nontaxable roons, roomrentals for day
nmeetings that do not serve as overni ght sleeping accommodations or
roomrentals to residential guests of a hotel or notel.

(3) Persons liable for the tax inposed pursuant to this act
shall add the anmount of tax to the gross proceeds fromroom
rentals and shall collect, insofar as practicable, the anount of
the tax due by himfromthe person receiving the services at the
time of paynent for the services.

(4) Such tax shall be collected by and paid to the State Tax
Comm ssion on a form prescribed by the State Tax Conmi ssion, in
the sane manner that state sales taxes are conputed, collected and
paid; and the full enforcenent provisions and all other provisions
of Chapter 65, Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall apply as
necessary to the inplenentation and adm nistration of this act.

(5) The proceeds of the tax, less three percent (3% to be
retained by the State Tax Commi ssion to defray the costs of
collection, shall be paid to the Tishom ngo Devel opnment Foundati on
on or before the fifteenth day of the nonth followng the nonth in
whi ch collected by the State Tax Conm ssion for the purpose of
provi di ng operating funds for the foundation to pronote and
enhance the devel opnent of tourismand retirenment in Tishom ngo
County.

(6) The proceeds of the tax shall not be considered by the
county as general fund revenues but shall be paid directly to the
Ti shom ngo Devel opnent Foundati on and dedi cated solely for the
pur pose of carrying out prograns and activities which are
desi gnated by the Tishom ngo Devel opnent Foundati on and desi gned
to attract tourists and retirees to Tishom ngo County,

M ssi ssi ppi .

Section 3. Before the tax authorized by this act shall be
i nposed, the board of supervisors shall adopt a resolution
declaring their intention to levy the tax, setting forth the

anount of such tax, and establishing the date on which this tax
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initially shall be levied and collected. Notice of the tax shal
be published once each week for at |east three (3) consecutive
weeks in a newspaper having a general circulation in Tishom ngo
County, the first publication of which shall be made not |ess than
twenty-one (21) days prior to the date on which the tax initially
shall be levied and collected. If, within the time of giving
notice, twenty percent (20% or fifteen hundred (1500), whichever
is less, of the qualified electors of Tishom ngo County,

M ssissippi, shall file a witten petition against the |evy of
such tax, then such tax shall not be l|levied unless authorized by a
majority of the qualified electors of Tishom ngo County voting at
an election to be called and held for that purpose. At |east
thirty (30) days prior to the effective date of the tax as herein
provi ded, the board of supervisors shall furnish to the State Tax
Comm ssion a certified copy of the resolution evidencing such tax.

Section 4. Before the expenditure of the proceeds of any
taxes authorized by this act, a budget reflecting the anticipated
recei pts and expenditures shall be approved by the Board of
Supervi sors of Tishom ngo County. The first budget of receipts
and expenditures shall cover the period beginning with the
effective date of the tax and ending with the end of the county's
fiscal year, and thereafter, the budget shall be on the sane
fiscal basis as the budget of Tishom ngo County.

Section 5. Accounting for receipts and expenditures of the
funds derived fromthe proceeds of the tax authorized by this act
shall be nmade separately fromthe accounting of receipts and
expendi tures of the general fund and any other funds of Tishom ngo
County. The records reflecting the receipts and expendi tures of
these funds shall be audited annually by an independent certified
public accountant, and the accountant shall nmake a witten report
of his audit to the Tishom ngo Devel opnment Foundation. The audit
shall be made and conpl eted as soon as practicable after the close

of the county's fiscal year, and copies of the report of the audit
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shall be filed with the clerk of the board of supervisors within

fifteen (15) days after receipt thereof by the Tishom ngo

Devel opnent Foundation. The expenses of this audit may be paid

fromthe funds derived pursuant to Section 2 of this act.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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