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Repr esent ati ve Snowden To:  Vays and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO 1531

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-65-22, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT THE TAX ON ADM SSI ONS TO ALL PUBLI CLY OWNED
FACI LI TI ES SHALL BE THREE PERCENT; TO EXEMPT FROM TAXATI ON
ADM SSI ONS OR FEES CHARGED BY ANY COUNTY OR MUNI Cl PALLY OANED AND
OPERATED FACI LI TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 27-65-22, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

27-65-22. (1) Upon every person engaging or continuing in
any anusenent business or activity, which shall include all manner
and fornms of entertai nnent and anusenent, all forns of diversion,
sport, recreation or pastine, shows, exhibitions, contests,

di spl ays, ganes or any other and all nethods of obtaining

adm ssi on charges, donations, contributions or nonetary charges of
any character, fromthe general public or a limted or selected
nunber thereof, directly or indirectly in return for other than
tangi bl e property or specific personal or professional services,
whet her such anusenent is held or conducted in a public or private
bui l di ng, hotel, tent, pavilion, lot or resort, enclosed or in the
open, there is hereby |levied, assessed and shall be collected a
tax equal to seven percent (7% of the gross incone received as
adm ssion, except as otherw se provided herein. In lieu of the
rate set forth above, there is hereby inposed, |evied and
assessed, to be collected as hereinafter provided, a tax of three
percent (3% of gross revenue derived fromsales of adm ssion to

publicly owned facilities (except adm ssions to athletic contests

bet ween col |l eges and universities). There is hereby inposed,

| evied and assessed a tax of seven percent (7% of gross revenue
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derived fromsales of adm ssion to events conducted on property
managed by the M ssissippi Veterans Menorial Stadium which tax
shal |l be adm nistered in the manner prescribed in this chapter,
subj ect, however, to the provisions of Sections 55-23-3 through
55-23-11.

(2) The operator of any place of anmusenent in this state
shall collect the tax inposed by this section, in addition to the
price charged for adm ssion to any place of anusenment, and under
all circunstances the person conducting the anusenent shall be
liable for, and pay the tax inposed based upon the actual charge
for such adm ssion. Were permts are obtained for conducting
tenporary anusenents by persons who are not the owners, |essees or
custodi ans of the buildings, Iots or places where the amusenents
are to be conducted, or where such tenporary anusenent is
permtted by the owner, |essee or custodian of any place to be
conducted wi thout the procurenent of a permt as required by this
chapter, the tax inposed by this chapter shall be paid by the
owner, |essee or custodian of such place where such tenporary
anusenent is held or conducted, unless paid by the person
conducting the anusenent, and the applicant for such tenporary
permt shall furnish with the application therefor, the nane and
address of the owner, |essee or custodian of the prem ses upon
whi ch such anusenent is to be conducted, and such owner, |essee or
custodi an shall be notified by the comm ssion of the issuance of
such permt, and of the joint liability for such tax.

(3) The tax inposed by this section shall not be |evied or
col | ected upon:

(a) Any adm ssions charged at any place of anusenent
operated by a religious, charitable or educational organization,
or by a nonprofit civic club or fraternal organization (i) when
t he net proceeds of such adm ssions do not inure to any one or
nore individuals within such organization and are to be used

solely for religious, charitable, educational or civic purposes;
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or (ii) when the entire net proceeds are used to defray the nornal
operating expenses of such organization, such as | oan paynents,
mai nt enance costs, repairs and other operating expenses;

(b) Any adm ssions charged to hear gospel singing when
pronoted by a duly constituted |ocal, bona fide nonprofit
charitable or religious organization, irrespective of the fact
that the perforners and pronoters are paid out of the proceeds of
adm ssions col |l ected, provided the programis conposed entirely of
gospel singing and not generally mxed with hillbilly or popul ar
si ngi ng;

(c) Any adm ssions charged at any athletic ganmes or
contests between high schools or between grammar school s;

(d) Any adm ssions or tickets to or for baseball ganes
bet ween teans operated under a professional |eague franchise;

(e) Any adm ssions to county, state or conmmunity fairs,
or any adm ssions to entertainnents presented in community hones
or houses which are publicly owned and controlled, and the
proceeds of which do not inure to any individual or individuals;

(f) Any adm ssions or tickets to organi zed garden
pil gri mages and to antebell um and historic houses when sponsored
by an organi zed civic or garden cl ub;

(g) Any adm ssions to any golf tournament held under
t he auspices of the Professional CGolf Association or United States
Gol f Association wherein touring professionals conpete, if such
tournanent is sponsored by a nonprofit association incorporated
under the laws of the State of M ssissippi where no dividends are
decl ared and the proceeds do not inure to any individual or group;

(h) Any adm ssions to university or community college
conference, state, regional or national playoffs or chanpionships;

(1) Any adm ssions or fees charged by any county or
muni ci pally owned and operated facility other than sales or rental

of tangi bl e personal property;

H B. No. 1531 *HRO3/R1695*
01/ HRO3/ R1695
PAGE 3 (BS\LH)



94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107

(Jj) Any adm ssions charged for the performance of
synphony orchestras, operas, vocal or instrunmental artists in
whi ch professional or amateur perforners are conpensated out of
t he proceeds of such adm ssions, when sponsored by |ocal nusic or
charity associations, or amateur dramatic performances or
prof essi onal dramatic productions when sponsored by a children's
dramati c associ ation, where no dividends are declared, profits
recei ved, nor any salary or conpensation paid to any of the
menbers of such associations, or to any person for procuring or
produci ng such performance; and

(k) Any adm ssions or tickets to or for hockey ganes
bet ween teans operated under a professional |eague franchise.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2001.
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