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Representative Smth (59th) J@ifafgblic Heal th and

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1479

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 43-11-13 AND 73-17-9, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE NURSI NG HOMVE SURVEYORS TO OBSERVE ACTUAL
NURSI NG HOVE OPERATI ONS AS PART OF BASI C TRAINING AND FOR RELATED
PURPCOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-11-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-11-13. (1) The licensing agency shall adopt, amend,
pronul gate and enforce such rules, regulations and standards,
including classifications, with respect to all institutions for
the aged or infirmto be |licensed hereunder as nmay be designed to
further the acconplishnment of the purpose of this chapter in
pronoti ng adequate care of individuals in such institutions in the
interest of public health, safety and welfare. Such rules,
regul ati ons and standards shall be adopted and promnul gated by the
| i censi ng agency and shall be recorded and i ndexed in a book to be
mai nt ai ned by the licensing agency in its main office in the State
of Mssissippi, entitled "Rules, Regulations and M ni nrum St andar ds
for Institutions for the Aged or Infirm and said book shall be
open and available to all institutions for the aged or infirmand
the public generally at all reasonable tines. Upon the adoption
of such rules, regul ations and standards, the |icensing agency
shall mail copies thereof to all such institutions in the state
whi ch have filed with said agency their nanmes and addresses for
this purpose, but the failure to mail the sanme or the failure of
the institutions to receive the same shall in now se affect the

validity thereof. Said rules, regulations and standards may be
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anmended by the licensing agency fromtine to tine as necessary to
pronote the health, safety and welfare of persons living in said
i nstitutions.

(2) The licensee shall keep posted in a conspicuous place on
the licensed prem ses all current rules, regulations and m ni num
standards applicable to fire protection neasures as adopted by the
Iicensing agency. The licensee shall furnish to the |icensing
agency at | east once each six (6) nonths a certificate of approval
and inspection by state or local fire authorities. Failure to
conply with state | aws and/ or nuni ci pal ordi nances and current
rul es, regulations and m ni num st andards as adopted by the
i censing agency, relative to fire prevention neasures, shall be
prima facie evidence for revocation of license.

(3) The State Board of Health shall pronul gate rul es and
regul ations restricting the storage, quantity and cl asses of drugs
all owed in personal care hones. Residents requiring
adm ni stration of Schedule Il Narcotics as defined in the Uniform
Control | ed Substances Law may be admtted to a personal care hone.
Schedul e drugs may only be allowed in a personal care hone if they
are adm nistered or stored utilizing proper procedures under the
di rect supervision of a licensed physician or nurse.

(4) Beginning July 1, 2001, the licensing agency shal

provi de that each newy hired nursing hone surveyor, as part of

his basic training, is assigned full tinme to a |licensed

institution for the aged or infirm for at |least ten (10) days

within a fourteen-day period to observe actual operation outside

of the survey process before the trai nee begi ns oversight

responsi bilities. Subsequently, the surveyor shall not be a part

of a survey or survey teamin a facility in which he has observed,

for a period of at |east three (3) years.

SECTION 2. Section 73-17-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

73-17-9. It shall be the function and duty of the board to:
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(a) (i) Develop, inpose, and enforce standards which
must be nmet by individuals in order to receive a license as a
nur si ng home adm ni strator, which standards shall be designed to
insure that nursing home adm nistrators will be individuals who
are of good character and are otherw se suitable, and who, by
training or experience in the field of institutional
adm nistration, are qualified to serve as nursing hone
adm ni strators;

(ii) Beginning July 1, 2001, the board shal

provide that neeting the standard will include a requirenent that

the individual spend at |east ten (10) days within a fourteen-day

period with surveyors and personnel of the Division of Licensure

and Certification, State Departnent of Health, to observe actual

operations of the |licensure and survey process.

(b) Devel op and apply appropriate techniques, including
exam nations and investigations, for determ ning whether an
i ndi vi dual neets such standards;

(c) Issue licenses to individuals determ ned, after the
application of such techniques, to neet such standards, and revoke
or suspend licenses previously issued by the board in any case
where the individual holding any such license is determ ned
substantially to have failed to conformto the requirenments of
such standards;

(d) Establish and carry out procedures designed to
insure that individuals licensed as nursing home adm nistrators
will, during any period that they serve as such, conply with the
requi rements of such standards;

(e) Receive, investigate, and take appropriate action
with respect to any charge or conplaint filed wwth the board to
the effect that any individual |icensed as a nursing hone
adm nistrator has failed to conply with the requirenents of such

st andar ds;
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(f) Conduct a continuing study and investigation of
nursi ng homes and adm ni strators of nursing honmes within the state
with a viewto the inprovenent of the standards inposed for the
i censing of such adm nistrators and of procedures and net hods for
the enforcenent of such standards with respect to adm nistrators
of nursing hones who have been |icensed as such; and

(g) To devise and inplenent an educational program
designed to increase the professional proficiency of nursing home
adm nistrators and to assist otherwi se qualified individuals to
prepare for careers in nursing home adm nistration.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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