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Representati ves Mal one, Col eman (29t h) To:  Penitentiary

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1465

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-26, M SSI SSI PPI CCODE OF 1972, TO
RENAME THE DI VI SION OF COVWMUNI TY SERVI CES AND THE POSI TI ON OF THE
DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER OF COVWMUNI TY SERVI CES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTI ONS; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 47-5-8, 47-5-158, 47-7-5, 47-7-9,
47-7-34, 47-7-41, 47-7-49, 99-15-127, 99-19-45 AND 99-19-48,

M SSI SSI PPl CCDE OF 1972, TO CONFORM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-26, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-26. (1) The conm ssioner shall enploy the foll ow ng
per sonnel :

(a) A Deputy Conmi ssioner for Adm nistration and

Fi nance who shall supervise and inplenent all fiscal policies and
progranms within the departnent, supervise and inplenent all hiring
and personnel nmatters within the departnment, supervise the
departnment's personnel director, supervise and inplenent al
purchasing within the departnment and supervise and i npl enent al
data processing activities within the departnent, and shall serve
as the Chief Executive Oficer of the Division of Admnistration
and Finance. He shall possess either:

(i) A nmaster's degree froman accredited four-year
coll ege or university in public or business admnistration,
accounting, economcs or a directly related field, and four (4)
years of experience in work related to the above-described duti es,
one (1) year of which nmust have included |line or functional
supervi sion; or

(ii) A bachelor's degree froman accredited

four-year college or university in public or business
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adm ni stration, accounting, economcs or a directly related field,
and six (6) years of experience in work related to the
above-descri bed duties, one (1) year of which nust have included
line or functional supervision. Certification by the State of

M ssissippi as a certified public accountant may be substituted
for one (1) year of the required experience.

(b) A Deputy Conm ssioner for Conmmunity Corrections who

shall initiate and adm ni ster prograns including but not limted
to supervision of probationers, parol ees and suspensioners,
counsel i ng, conmunity-based treatnent, interstate conpact

adm ni stration and enforcenent, prevention prograns, halfway
houses and group honmes, restitution centers, presentence

i nvestigations, and work and educational releases, and to serve as
the Chief Executive Oficer of the Division of Cormunity

Corrections. The Deputy Conmm ssioner for Conmunity Corrections is

charged with full and conplete cooperation with the State Parol e
Board and shall make nonthly reports to the Chairman of the Parole
Board in the formand type required by the chairman, in his

di scretion, for the proper performance of the probation and parole
functions. After a plea or verdict of guilty to a felony is
entered agai nst a person and before he is sentenced, the Deputy

Conmi ssioner for Community Corrections shall procure from any

avai |l abl e source and shall file in the presentence records any
information regarding any crimnal history of the person such as
fingerprints, dates of arrests, conplaints, civil and crim nal
charges, investigative reports of arresting and prosecuting
agencies, reports of the National Crine Information Center, the
nature and character of each offense, noting all particular
circunstances thereof and any sim|ar data about the person. The

Deputy Conm ssioner for Conmunity Corrections shall keep an

accurate and conplete duplicate record of this file and shal
furnish the duplicate to the departnment. This file shall be

pl aced in and shall constitute a part of the inmte's master file.
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The Deputy Comm ssioner for Community Corrections shall furnish

this file to the State Parole Board when the file is needed in the
course of its official duties. He shall possess either (i) a
master's degree in counseling, corrections psychol ogy, guidance,
social work, crimnal justice or sone related field and at | east
four (4) years' full-tinme experience in such field, including at
| east one (1) year of supervisory experience; or (ii) a bachelor's
degree in a field described in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph
and at least six (6) years' full-time work in corrections, one (1)
year of which shall have been at the supervisory |evel

(c) A Deputy Conmi ssioner for Institutions who shal
adm nister institutions, reception and di agnostic centers,
prerel ease centers and other facilities and prograns provi ded
therein, and to serve as the chief executive officer of the
division of institutions. He shall possess either (i) a master's
degree in counseling, crimnal justice, psychol ogy, guidance,
soci al work, business or sone related field, and at |east four (4)
years' full-time experience in corrections, including at |east one
(1) year of correctional managenent experience; or (ii) a
bachel or's degree in a field described in subparagraph (i) of this
par agraph and at |least six (6) years' full-time work in
corrections, four (4) years of which shall have been at the
correctional managenent |evel.

(2) The comm ssioner shall enploy an adm nistrative
assistant for parole matters who shall be an enpl oyee of the
departnment assigned to the State Parole Board and who shall work
under the gui dance and supervision of the board.

(3) The adm nistrative assistant for parole matters shal
recei ve an annual salary to be established by the Legislature.

The sal ari es of departnent enpl oyees not established by the
Legi sl ature shall receive an annual salary established by the

St at e Per sonnel Board.
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(4) The conmm ssioner shall enploy a superintendent for the
Parchman facility, Central M ssissippi Correctional Facility and
South M ssissippi Correctional Institution of the Departnent of
Corrections. The superintendent of the M ssissippi State
Penitentiary shall reside on the grounds of the Parchman facility.
Each superintendent shall appoint an officer in charge when he is
absent .

Each superintendent shall develop and inplenment a plan for
the prevention and control of an inmate riot and shall file a
report with the Chairman of the Senate Corrections Commttee and
the Chairman of the House Penitentiary Conmttee on the first day
of each regul ar session of the Legislature regarding the status of
t he pl an.

In order that the grievances and conplaints of inmates,
enpl oyees and visitors at each facility may be heard in a tinely
and orderly manner, each superintendent shall appoint or designate
an enployee at the facility to hear grievances and conpl aints and
to report grievances and conplaints to the superintendent. Each
superintendent shall institute procedures as are necessary to
provide confidentiality to those who file grievances and
conpl ai nts.

SECTION 2. Section 47-5-158, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

47-5-158. (1) The departnent is authorized to maintain a
bank account which shall be designated as the Inmate Wl fare Fund.
Al'l nonies now held in a simlar fund for the benefit and welfare
of inmates shall be deposited into the Inmate Wl fare Fund. This
fund shall be used for the benefit and welfare of inmates in the
custody of the departnent.

(2) There shall be deposited into the Inmate Wl fare Fund
interest previously earned on inmate deposits, all net profits
fromthe operation of inmate canteens, the annual prison rodeo,

performances of the Penitentiary band, interest earned on the
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Inmate Wl fare Fund and ot her revenues designated by the

comm ssioner. Al noney shall be deposited into the Inmate

Wl fare Fund as provided in Section 7-9-21, M ssissippi Code of
1972.

(3) Al inmate tel ephone call conmm ssions shall be paid to
the departnent. Mnies in the fund may be expended by the
Department of Corrections, upon requisition by the comm ssioner or
hi s designee, only for the purposes established in this
subsecti on.

(a) Beginning July 1, 1995, twenty-five percent (25%
of the inmate tel ephone call comm ssions shall be used to purchase
and mai ntain tel ecommuni cati on equi pnent to be used by the
departnment.

(b) Before June 30, 1996, the conm ssioner shal
transfer to the State Departnent of Education a percentage of the
funds generated by the inmate tel ephone call comm ssions in an
anount as specified in this paragraph. The anount of the transfer
shall be a sumsufficient to conply with the provisions of Section
11, Chapter 143, Laws of 1995, which set forth the performance
target for the Witing to Read Lab Matching Grant Programin the
pl acement of l|lab sites and the nunber of students served.

(c) Before June 30, 1996, the Departnent of Corrections
may expend not nore than Fifty Thousand Dol | ars ($50, 000.00) from
the Inmate Wel fare Fund for each prerel ease center established by
t he departnent; however, the maxi num anount expended by the
departnment for all prerelease centers shall not exceed Two Hundred
Thousand Dol | ars ($200, 000. 00) .

(d) Beginning July 1, 1996, fifty percent (50% of the
inmate tel ephone call comm ssions shall be deposited into the
Prison Agriculture Enterprise Fund. The M ssissippi Departnent of
Corrections may use these funds to supplenent the Prison

Agricultural Enterprise Fund created in Section 47-5-66. The
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remai ning twenty-five percent (25% of the inmate tel ephone cal
conmmi ssions shall be deposited into the Inmate Wl fare Fund.

(4) The conmm ssioner may invest in the manner authorized by
| aw any nmoney in the Inmate Welfare Fund that is not necessary for
i mredi ate use, and the interest earned shall be deposited in the
| nmat e Wl fare Fund.

(5) The Deputy Conmi ssioner for Adm nistration and Fi nance
shal |l be the custodian of the Inmate Welfare Fund. He shal
establish and inplenment internal accounting controls that conply
wi th generally accepted accounting principles. The Deputy
Comm ssioner for Adm nistration and Fi nance shall prepare and
i ssue quarterly consolidated and individual facility financial
statenents to the prison auditor of the Joint Legislative
Conmittee on Performance Eval uati on and Expenditure Review. The
Deputy Conm ssioner shall prepare an annual report which shal
include a summary of expenditures fromthe fund by major
categories and by individual facility. This annual report shal
be sent to the prison auditor, the Legislative Budget Ofice, the
Chai rman of the Corrections Conmttee of the Senate, and the
Chai rman of the Penitentiary Conmttee of the House of
Representati ves.

(6) A portion of the Inmate Welfare Fund shall be deposited
in the D scharged O fenders Revol ving Fund, as created under
Section 47-5-155, in anmbunts necessary to provide a balance not to
exceed One Hundred Thousand Dol l ars ($100, 000.00) in the
D scharged O fenders Revol ving Fund, and shall be used to
suppl enment those anobunts paid to di scharged, paroled or pardoned
of fenders fromthe departnment. The superintendent of the Parchnan
facility shall establish equitable criteria for the nmaking of
suppl enment al paynents which shall not exceed Two Hundred Dol l ars
($200.00) for any offender. The supplenental paynents shall be
subject to the approval of the comm ssioner. The State Treasurer

shall not be required to replenish the D scharged O fenders
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Revol ving Fund for the supplenental paynents nade to di scharged,
par ol ed or pardoned of fenders.

(7) The Inmate Welfare Fund Comm ttee is hereby created and
shal |l be conposed of five (5) nenbers: the Deputy Conmm ssioner

for Community Corrections, the Superintendent of the Parchman

facility, the Superintendent of the Rankin County facility, the
Superi ntendent of the Greene County facility, and one (1) nenber
to be appointed by the Comm ssioner of Corrections. The nenber
appoi nted by the comm ssioner shall be the chairman of the
commttee. The conmttee shall adm nister and supervise the
operations and expenditures fromthe Inmate Wl fare Fund and shal
mai ntain an official mnute book upon which shall be spread its
aut hori zation and approval for all such expenditures. The
commttee may pronul gate regul ati ons governing the use and
expenditures of the fund.

(8) The Departnent of Audit shall conduct an annual
conprehensive audit of the Inmate Wel fare Fund.

SECTION 3. Section 47-7-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

47-7-5. (1) The State Parol e Board, created under forner
Section 47-7-5, is hereby created, continued and reconstituted and
shal |l be conposed of five (5) nenbers. The Governor shall appoint
the menbers with the advice and consent of the Senate. Al terns
shall be at the will and pleasure of the Governor. Any vacancy
shall be filled by the Governor, wth the advice and consent of
the Senate. The Governor shall appoint a chairman of the board.

(2) Any person who is appointed to serve on the board shal
possess at | east a bachelor's degree or a high school diplonma and
four (4) years' work experience. Each nenber shall devote his
full time to the duties of his office and shall not engage in any
ot her business or profession or hold any other public office. A
menber shall not receive conpensation or per diemin addition to

his salary as prohibited under Section 25-3-38. Each nenber shal
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keep such hours and workdays as required of full-tine state

enpl oyees under Section 25-1-98. Individuals shall be appointed
to serve on the board without reference to their political
affiliations. Each board nenber, including the chairman, nmay be
rei nbursed for actual and necessary expenses as authorized by
Section 25-3-41; but a nenber shall not be reinbursed for travel
expenses fromhis residence to the nearest State Penitentiary.

(3) The board shall have exclusive responsibility for the
granting of parole as provided by Sections 47-7-3 and 47-7-17 and
shal | have exclusive authority for revocation of the same. The
board shall have exclusive responsibility for investigating
cl emency recommendati ons upon request of the Governor.

(4) The board, its nenbers and staff shall be imune from
civil liability for any official acts taken in good faith and in
exercise of the board's legitimte governnental authority.

(5) The budget of the board shall be funded through a
separate line itemw thin the general appropriation bill for the
support and mai ntenance of the departnent. Enployees of the
departnment which are enpl oyed by or assigned to the board shal
wor k under the gui dance and supervision of the board. There shal
be an executive secretary to the board who shall be responsible
for all adm nistrative and general accounting duties related to
t he board. The executive secretary shall keep and preserve al
records and papers pertaining to the board.

(6) The board shall have no authority or responsibility for
supervi sion of offenders granted a rel ease for any reason,
including, but not limted to, probation, parole or executive
cl emency or other offenders requiring the sane through interstate
conpact agreenents. The supervision shall be provided exclusively

by the staff of the Division of Community Corrections of the

departnment.

(7) The State Parole Board, inmediately after the effective
date of this act, shall review all cases where an offender was
H B. No. 1465 *HR12/R1671*
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denied parole and any eligibility for reconsideration for parole
for at |east one (1) year after denial.

(8) The State Parole Board shall review and investigate al
cases where offenders have been di agnosed with a serious illness.
If the Medical Director of the Departnent of Corrections certifies
to the State Parole Board that an offender is suffering froma
termnal illness, the State Parole Board shall parole the offender
wi th the approval and consent of the Conm ssioner of the
Department of Corrections and the nedical director.

(9) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2002.

SECTION 4. Section 47-7-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

47-7-9. (1) The circuit judges and county judges in the

districts to which Division of Cormunity Corrections personnel

have been assigned shall have the power to request of the
departnent transfer or renoval of the division personnel from
their court.

(2) (a) D vision personnel shall investigate all cases
referred to themfor investigation by the board, the division or
by any court in which they are authorized to serve. They shal
furnish to each person rel eased under their supervision a witten
statenent of the conditions of probation, parole, earned-release
supervi si on, post-rel ease supervision or suspension and shal
instruct himregarding the same. They shall keep inforned
concerning the conduct and conditions of persons under their
supervi sion and use all suitable nmethods to aid and encourage them
and to bring about inprovenents in their conduct and condition.
They shall keep detailed records of their work and shall make such
reports in witing as the court or the board nmay require.

(b) The division personnel duly assigned to court
districts are hereby vested with all the powers of police officers
or sheriffs to make arrests or performany other duties required

of policenmen or sheriffs which may be incident to the division
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personnel responsibilities. Al probation and parole officers
hired on or after July 1, 1994, will be placed in the Law
Enforcenent O ficers' Training Programand will be required to
meet the standards outlined by that program

(c) It is the intention of the Legislature that insofar
as practicable the case |oad of each division personnel
supervising offenders in the comunity (hereinafter field
supervisor) shall not exceed the nunmber of cases that may be
adequat el y handl ed.

(3) (a) Division personnel shall be provided to perform

investigation for the court as provided in this subsection.
Di vi sion personnel shall conduct presentence investigations on al
persons convicted of a felony in any circuit court of the state,
prior to sentencing and at the request of the circuit court judge
of the court of conviction. The presentence eval uation report
shal |l consist of a conplete record of the offender's crimna
hi story, educational |evel, enploynent history, psychol ogical
condition and such other information as the departnent or judge
may deem necessary. Division personnel shall also prepare witten
victiminpact statenents at the request of the sentencing judge as
provided in Section 99-19-157.

(b) In order that offenders in the custody of the
departnment on July 1, 1976, may benefit fromthe kind of
eval uations authorized in this section, an evaluation report to
consi st of the information required herei nabove, supplenented by
an exam nation of an offender's record while in custody, shall be
conpiled by the division upon all offenders in the custody of the
departnment on July 1, 1976. After a study of such reports by the
State Parol e Board those cases which the board believes woul d
merit some type of executive clenency shall be submtted by the
board to the Governor with its recommendation for the appropriate

executi ve acti on.
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(c) The departnent is authorized to accept gifts,
grants and subsidies to conduct this activity.

SECTION 5. Section 47-7-34, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as fol |l ows:

47-7-34. (1) Wen a court inposes a sentence upon a
conviction for any felony commtted after June 30, 1995, the
court, in addition to any other punishnment inposed if the other
puni shment includes a termof incarceration in a state or | ocal
correctional facility, may inpose a term of post-rel ease
supervi sion. However, the total nunmber of years of incarceration
plus the total nunber of years of post-release supervision shal
not exceed the maxi num sentence authorized to be inposed by | aw
for the felony commtted. The defendant shall be placed under
post-rel ease supervision upon release fromthe term of
incarceration. The period of supervision shall be established by
the court.

(2) The period of post-rel ease supervision shall be
conducted in the sanme manner as a |i ke period of supervised
probation, including a requirenent that the defendant shall abide
by any ternms and conditions as the court may establish. Failure
to successfully abide by the terns and conditions shall be grounds
to termnate the period of post-rel ease supervision and to
reconmt the defendant to the correctional facility fromwhich he
was previously released. Procedures for term nation and
recomm tnment shall be conducted in the sanme nmanner as procedures
for the revocation of probation and inposition of a suspended
sent ence.

(3) Post-rel ease supervision prograns shall be operated
t hrough the probation and parole unit of the Division of Community

Corrections of the departnent. The maxi num anount of tinme that

the M ssissippi Departnment of Corrections nmay supervise an
of fender on the post-rel ease supervision programis five (5)
years.

H B. No. 1465 *HR12/R1671*

01/ HR12/ R1671
PAGE 11 (Kc& DO



356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387

SECTION 6. Section 47-7-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

47-7-41. \Wen a probationer shall be discharged from
probation by the court of original jurisdiction, the field
supervi sor, upon receiving a witten request fromthe probationer,
shall forward a witten report of the record of the probationer to

the Division of Cormunity Corrections of the departnent, which

shall present a copy of this report to the Governor. The Governor
may, in his discretion, at any tine thereafter by appropriate
executive order restore any civil rights |lost by the probationer
by virtue of his conviction or plea of guilty in the court of
original jurisdiction.

SECTION 7. Section 47-7-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

47-7-49. (1) Any offender on probation, parole,
ear ned-rel ease supervi sion, post-release supervision, earned
probation or any other offender under the field supervision of the

Community Corrections Division of the departnent shall pay to the

departnment the sum of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) per nonth by
certified check or noney order unless a hardship waiver is granted
by the sentencing court. The comm ssioner or his designee shal
deposit Twenty Dol |l ars ($20.00) of the paynents received into a
special fund in the State Treasury, which is hereby created, to be
known as the Community Service Revol ving Fund. Expenditures from
this fund shall be nade for: (a) the establishnment of restitution
and satellite centers; and (b) the establishnment, adm nistration
and operation of the departnent's Drug ldentification Program and
the intensive supervision program Ten Dollars ($10.00) of the
Twenty Dol lars ($20.00) may be used for salaries and to purchase
equi pnent, supplies and vehicles to be used by the Community

Corrections Division in the performance of its duties.

Expendi tures for the purposes established in this section may be
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made fromthe fund upon requisition by the conmm ssioner or his
desi gnee.

O the renmaining anount, Three Dollars ($3.00) of the
paynents shall be deposited in the Crine Victins' Conpensation
Fund created in Section 99-41-29, Two Dol lars ($2.00) shall be
deposited into the Trai ning Revol ving Fund created pursuant to
Section 47-7-51. \Wen a person is convicted of a felony in this
state, in addition to any other sentence it may inpose, the court
may, in its discretion, order the offender to pay a state
assessnment not to exceed the greater of One Thousand Dol l ars
(%1, 000.00) or the maxi mumfine that may be inposed for the
offense, into the Crine Victins' Conpensation Fund created
pursuant to Section 99-41-29.

Any federal funds made available to the departnment for
training or for training facilities, equipnment or services shal
be deposited in the Correctional Training Revol ving Fund created
in Section 47-7-51. The funds deposited in this account shall be
used to support an expansion of the departnment’'s training program
to include the renovation of facilities for training purposes,
purchase of equi pnent and contracting of training services with
community colleges in the state.

No of fender shall be required to nake this paynent for a
period of time |onger than ten (10) years.

(2) The offender may be inprisoned until the paynents are
made if the offender is financially able to make the paynents and
the court in the county where the of fender resides so finds,
subject to the limtations hereinafter set out. The offender
shall not be inprisoned if the offender is financially unable to
make the paynents and so states to the court in witing, under
oath, and the court so finds.

(3) This section shall stand repeal ed fromand after June

30, 2001.
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SECTION 8. Section 99-15-127, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:
99-15-127. The Departnent of Corrections, Division of

Community Corrections, is hereby directed to support Sections

99- 15-101 through 99-15-127 to the extent that field support
personnel are available in circuit court districts, and the
Comm ssioner of Corrections shall certify to the court that the

Di vision of Community Corrections has sufficient field parole

officers to supervise and oversee those individuals who may be
pl aced in this programby the court.

SECTION 9. Section 99-19-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

99-19-45. The clerks of the circuit court of the counties in
the State of M ssissippi shall furnish the M ssissippi Departnent
of Corrections, within five (5) days after adjournnent of court, a
comm t nent paper showi ng the nanme of the person convicted, the
crime, termof sentence, date of sentence, sex, race, and a brief
history of the crinme conmtted.

The clerks shall also furnish the Departnent of Corrections,
within five (5) days after adjournnment of such court, a certified
copy of the probation order of an individual who is placed on
probati on under the supervision of the Division of Conmunity

Corrections of the departnent. Such order shall provide the nane

of the person placed on probation, the crime, termof sentence,
date of sentence, period of probation, sex, race, and a brief
history of the crinme conmtted.

As conpensation for such services they shall receive the sum
of Fifty Cents (50¢) for each transcript, and the sumshall be
paid out of the treasury of the county, with the approval of the
board of supervisors, on the filing of a bill for such service.

SECTI ON 10. Section 99-19-48, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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99-19-48. The following form to be furnished by the county,
shall be used in transmtting the required data for any individual
pl aced on probation under the supervision of the D vision of

Community Corrections of the Departnment of Corrections:

"Circuit Court, County of

To the M ssissippi Departnment of Corrections:

You are hereby notified that at the term

20 , of the circuit court, Judge

presiding, the follow ng naned person was tried, convicted and
sentenced to a termin the State Penitentiary. The sentence was

suspended and t he person was placed on probation:

Nanme Alias
Date of sentence Crine
Term of sentence Sex

Race Appeal ed

Remarks: G ve brief sumary of crine commtted.

Dat ed , 20 Cerk."

SECTION 11. Section 47-5-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-8. (1) There is hereby created the M ssissipp
Departnent of Corrections which shall be under the policy
direction of the Governor. The chief admnistrative officer of
the departnent shall be the Conm ssioner of Corrections.

(2) (a) There shall be a Division of Adm nistration and
Fi nance within the departnment which shall have as its chief
adm nistrative officer a Deputy Conm ssioner for Admnistration
and Fi nance who shall be appointed by the comm ssioner, and shal
be directly responsible to the conm ssi oner.

(b) There shall be a Division of Conmunity Corrections

wi thin the departnent which shall have as its chief admnistrative

of ficer a Deputy Comm ssioner for Conmunity Corrections who shal
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be appoi nted by the conm ssioner, and shall be directly
responsi ble to the conm ssioner. The Probation and Parol e Board
shall continue to exercise the authority as provided by | aw, but

after July 1, 1976, the Division of Cormunity Corrections shal

serve as the adm nistrative agency for the Probation and Parole
Boar d.

(3) The departnent shall succeed to the exclusive control of
all records, books, papers, equipnent and supplies, and all | ands,
bui | di ngs and other real and personal property now or hereafter
bel onging to or assigned to the use and benefit or under the
control of the Mssissippi State Penitentiary and the M ssissipp
Probati on and Parol e Board, except the records of parole process
and revocation and |legal matters related thereto, and shall have
t he exercise and control of the use, distribution and di sbursenent
of all funds, appropriations and taxes now or hereafter in
possession, levied, collected or received or appropriated for the
use, benefit, support and mai ntenance of these two (2) agencies
except as otherw se provided by | aw, and the departnent shall have
general supervision of all the affairs of the two (2) agencies
herei n naned except as otherw se provided by |law, and the care and
conduct of all buildings and grounds, business nethods and
arrangenments of accounts and records, the organization of the
adm ni strative plans of each institution, and all other matters
incident to the proper functioning of the two (2) agencies.

(4) The conm ssioner nmay | ease the lands for oil, gas,

m neral exploration and other purposes, and contract with other
state agencies for the proper managenent of |ands under such

| eases or for the provision of other services, and the proceeds
t hereof shall be paid into the General Fund of the state.

SECTION 12. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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