M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By:

Eads,

To: Educati on;

Represent ati ves Brown, Whittington, Appropri at i ons

Mayo, Denny, Baker, Banks, Bl acknon,

Broonfield, Cark, Carke, Creel, Davis,

Fl aggs, Flem ng, Ford, Frierson, G een,

Hol | oway, |shee, Livingston, Martinson,

M ddl et on, Mdak, Montgonery (74th), More (60th), Reeves, Robinson
(84th), Scott (17th), Smth (27th), Snowden, Straughter, Thonas,
Wal | ace, Warren, Watson, Fillingane

©CoOoO~NOUITr~WNE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1448

AN ACT RELATING TO THE JUNI OR RESERVE OFFI CER TRAI NI NG CORPS
(JROTC) PROGRAM TO REQUI RE THE STATE SUPERI NTENDENT COF PUBLIC
EDUCATI ON TO EMPLOY OR CONTRACT W TH THE M SSI SSI PPl NATI ONAL
GUARD FOR A STATEW DE COCRDI NATOR FOR JROTC PROGRAMS AND TO
ESTABLI SH THE DUTI ES OF THE STATEW DE COORDI NATOR; TO REQUI RE THE
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO STUDY | SSUES RELATI NG TO THE FUNDI NG
OF JROTC AND THE LI CENSURE OF JROTC | NSTRUCTORS AND TO REQUI RE THE
BOARD TO REPCORT | TS FI NDI NGS TO THE EDUCATI ON COW TTEES OF THE
HOUSE AND SENATE BEFORE THE 2002 SESSI ON;, TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-61-33, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE JROTC | NSTRUCTORS
I N THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF EDUCATI ON ENHANCEMENT FUNDS ALLOCATED FOR
CLASSROOM SUPPLI ES; TO ESTABLI SH A JROTC MATCHI NG GRANT PROGRAM TO
ASSI ST LOCAL SCHOOLS I'N FUNDI NG JROTC PROGRAMS; TO ESTABLI SH A
SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM FOR JROTC STUDENTS WHO CONTI NUE THEI R
PARTI Cl PATION IN ROTC I N COLLEGE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Subject to the availability of funding for

such purpose, the State Superintendent of Public Education shal
enploy within the State Departnent of Education or, in the
alternative, contract with the M ssissippi National Guard for a
st at ewi de coordi nator for Junior Reserve Oficer Training Corps
(JROTC) prograns in the public schools. |f enployed by the State
Depart ment of Education, the JROIC statew de coordi nator nust be
an active or retired nenber of the mlitary and nust neet any
additional qualifications that may be established for the position
by the State Superintendent of Public Education or State Personnel
Boar d.

(2) The following are the powers and duties of the JROTC
st at ewi de coordinator:

(a) To coordinate training of new JROTC instructors and

continui ng education prograns for certified instructors;
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(b) To facilitate conmuni cati on between JROTC prograns
in the various public schools;

(c) To assist in organizing conpetitions anong JROTC
units fromdifferent high schools;

(d) To assist in the devel opnent of the JROTC
curricul um

(e) To conpile information on schol arships available to
JROTC participants and to solicit support for such schol arshi ps;

(f) To assist in establishing support groups for
parents of students participating in a JROTC program

(g) To solicit financial support for JROIC prograns
fromprivate sector donors;

(h) To pronote the involvenent of JROTC units within
their local comuniti es;

(i) To facilitate interaction between JROTC units and
the M ssissippi National Guard;

(j) To pronote, in general, the JROTC programin high
school s throughout the state;

(k) To assist local schools wth the application
process for establishing new JROTC prograns in high schools; and

(1) To performsuch other duties relating to the JROTC
program establ i shed by the State Superintendent of Public
Education or State Board of Education.

SECTION 2. The State Board of Education shall study the

issues relating to the funding of Junior Reserve O ficer Training
Corps (JROTC) and the licensing of JROTC instructors. In studying
the licensing issue, the board shall consider the credentials
required for certification as a JROTC instructor. The board shal
present a report on its findings concerning these issues al ong
with any other issues related to JROTC to the Chairman of the
Education Commttees of the House of Representatives and Senate

bef ore Decenber 15, 2001, which report nust include recomrended
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| egi sl ati on necessary to effectuate the board' s recommendati ons
relating to JROIC

SECTION 3. Section 37-61-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

[Until July 1, 2002, this section reads as follows:]

37-61-33. (1) Thereis * * * created within the State
Treasury a special fund to be designated the "Education
Enhancenent Fund" into which shall be deposited all the revenues
col |l ected pursuant to Sections 27-65-75(7) and (8), 27-67-31(a)
and (b) and 27-103-203(1).

(2) O the ampunt deposited into the Education Enhancenent
Fund, excl uding revenues deposited pursuant to Section
27-103-203(1), Sixteen MIlion Dollars ($16,000,000.00) shall be
appropriated each fiscal year to the State Departnment of Education
to be distributed to all school districts. Such noney shall be
distributed to all school districts in the proportion that the
average daily attendance of each school district bears to the
average daily attendance of all school districts within the state
for the follow ng purposes:

(a) Purchasing, erecting, repairing, equipping,
renodel i ng and enl argi ng school buildings and related facilities,
i ncl udi ng gymasi uns, auditoriuns, |unchroons, vocational training
buil dings, libraries, teachers' hones, school barns,
transportation vehicles (which shall include new and used
transportation vehicles) and garages for transportation vehicles,
and purchasing |and therefor.

(b) Establishing and equi ppi ng school athletic fields
and necessary facilities connected therewth, and purchasing |and
t herefor.

(c) Providing necessary water, light, heating, air
conditioning and sewerage facilities for school buildings, and

purchasing | and therefor.
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(d) As a pledge to pay all or a portion of the debt
service on debt issued by the school district under Sections
37-59-1 through 37-59-45, 37-59-101 through 37-59-115, 37-7-351
t hrough 37-7-359, 37-41-89 through 37-41-99, 37-7-301, 37-7-302
and 37-41-81, or debt issued by boards of supervisors for
agricultural high schools pursuant to Section 37-27-65, if such
pl edge is acconplished pursuant to a witten contract or
resol uti on approved and spread upon the m nutes of an official
meeting of the district's school board or board of supervisors.
The annual grant to such district in any subsequent year during
the termof the resolution or contract shall not be reduced bel ow
an amount equal to the district's grant anmount for the year in
whi ch the contract or resolution was adopted. The intent of this
provision is to allow school districts to irrevocably pledge a
certain, constant stream of revenue as security for long-term
obl i gations issued under the code sections enunerated in this
paragraph or as otherwise allowed by law. It is the intent of the
Legi slature that the provisions of this paragraph shall be
cumul ati ve and suppl enmental to any existing funding prograns or
ot her authority conferred upon school districts or school boards.
Debt of a district secured by a pledge of sales tax revenue
pursuant to this paragraph shall not be subject to any debt
limtation contained in the foregoing enunerated code sections.

(3) The remai nder of the noney deposited into the Education
Enhancenent Fund, excludi ng funds deposited pursuant to Section
27-103-203(1), shall be appropriated as foll ows:

(a) To the State Departnent of Education as foll ows:

(i) Eght and thirty-five one-hundredths percent
(8.35% to be distributed to public school districts for the
fundi ng of textbooks and ot her educational materials and to be
used by the State Departnent of Education for the purchase of
t ext books to be | oaned under Sections 37-43-1 through 37-43-59 to

approved nonpublic schools, as described under Section 37-43-1.
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The amount of funds under this itemto be used by the departnent
for purchasing textbooks to |oan to approved nonpublic schools
shall be in the proportion that the average daily attendance of
t he nonpublic schools that are | oaned textbooks by the state bears
to the average daily attendance of all school districts in the
state. The funds distributed to the school districts under this
itemshall be in the proportion that the average daily attendance
of each school district bears to the average daily attendance of
all school districts within the state and shall be used to assi st
in the funding of textbooks and other educational materials, to
i nclude not nmore than Two M Ilion Dollars ($2,000, 000.00) each
year for technol ogy enhancenent projects for elenentary and
secondary education prograns;

(i1) Seven and ninety-seven one-hundredths percent
(7.97% to assist the funding of transportation operations and
mai nt enance pursuant to Section 37-19-23;

(iii) E ght and twenty-six one-hundredths percent
(8.269% to assist the funding of the Uniform M| age Assistance
Grant Program pursuant to Section 37-22-1; and

(iv) N ne and sixty-one one-hundredths percent
(9.619% for classroomsupplies, instructional materials and
equi pnent, including conputers and conputer software, to be
distributed to all school districts in the proportion that the
average daily attendance of each school district bears to the
average daily attendance of all school districts within the state.
Such funds shall not be expended for adm nistrative purposes.
Local school districts shall allocate classroom supply funds

equal ly anmong all classroomteachers and Juni or Reserve O ficer

Training Corps (JROTC) instructors in the school district. For

pur poses of this subparagraph, "teacher"” shall nmean any enpl oyee
of the school board of a school district who is required by lawto
obtain a teacher's license fromthe State Board of Education and

who is assigned to an instructional area of work as defined by the
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State Departnment of Education, but shall not include a federally

funded teacher. Two (2) or nore teachers or JROIC i nstructors may

agree to pool their classroomsupply funds for the benefit of a
school within the district pursuant to the devel opnent of a
spendi ng plan that supports the overall goals of the school which
i ncludes the type, quantity and quality of such supplies,
instructional materials, equipnent, conputers or conputer
software. This plan shall be submtted, in witing, to the school
principal for approval. O assroom supply funds allocated under

t hi s subparagraph shall supplenent, not replace, other |ocal and
state funds available for the sane purposes. School districts
need not fully expend the funds received under this subparagraph
in the year in which they are received, but such funds nmay be
carried forward for expenditure in any succeedi ng school year.
The State Board of Education shall devel op and pronul gate rul es
and regul ations for the adm nistration of this subparagraph
consistent with the above criteria, with particular enphasis on

all owi ng the individual teachers and JROIC instructors to expend

funds as they deem appropriate, with m ninuminput from school
princi pal s;

(b) Twenty-two and ni ne one-hundredths percent (22.09%
to the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning
for the purpose of supporting institutions of higher |earning; and

(c) Fourteen and forty-one one-hundredths percent
(14.41% to the State Board for Comrunity and Juni or Col |l eges for
t he purpose of providing support to community and junior coll eges.

(4) The anmount remaining in the Education Enhancenent Fund
after funds are distributed as provided in subsections (2) and (3)
of this section, excluding funds deposited pursuant to Section
27-103-203(1), shall be disbursed as follows:

(a) Twenty-five MIlion Dollars ($25,000,000.00) shal
be deposited into the Wrking Cash-Stabilization Reserve Fund

created pursuant to Section 27-103-203(1), until the balance in
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such fund reaches the maxi mum bal ance of seven and one-hal f
percent (7-1/2% of the General Fund appropriations in the
appropriate fiscal year. After the nmaxi mum balance in the Wrking
Cash-Stabilization Reserve Fund is reached, such noney shal

remain in the Education Enhancenent Fund to be appropriated in the
manner provided for in paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) The remai nder shall be appropriated for other
educat i onal needs.

(5) None of the funds appropriated pursuant to subsection
(3)(a) of this section shall be used to reduce the state's general
fund appropriation for the categories listed in an anmount bel ow
the foll ow ng anounts:

(a) For subsection (3)(a)(i) of this section, Six
MIlion Three Hundred Thirty Thousand N ne Hundred Twenty Dol | ars
($6, 330, 920. 00) ;

(b) For subsection (3)(a)(ii) of this section
Thirty-six MIlion Seven Hundred Thousand Dol | ars
($36, 700, 000. 00) ;

(c) For subsection (3)(a)(iii) of this section,
Twenty-one M I1lion Four Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($21, 400, 000. 00);
and

(d) For the aggregate of m ninmum program all otnents
provided for in Chapter 19, Title 37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, as
anended, excluding those funds for transportation as provided for
in subsection (5)(b) herein.

(6) At the end of a fiscal year, such anmpbunts as required by
Section 27-103-203(1) to be transferred to the Education
Enhancenment Fund shall be deposited into the Educati on Enhancenent
Fund and shall be kept separate fromother nonies in the fund by
the State Treasurer. * * * The nonies in such special fund
deposited pursuant to * * * Section 27-103-203(1) shall be subject
to appropriation by the Legislature in the follow ng manner: (a)

fifty percent (50% to support public education, including but not
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limted to, Gades K through 12, M ssissippi Educati onal
Tel evi si on and/or the M ssissippi Library Conmm ssion; (b)
twenty-five percent (25% to support institutions of higher

| earning; and (c) twenty-five percent (25% to support the junior
or community colleges. Any anmpunt of such nonies transferred into
the separate fund pursuant to Section 27-103-203(1) which is not
appropriated by the Legislature shall not |apse but shall carry
over and be subject to appropriation by the Legislature in the
succeeding fiscal year in the sane manner provided in this
subsection * * *.  The interest earned on the investnent of such
noni es transferred pursuant to Section 27-103-203(1) shall be paid
into the separate fund within the Education Enhancenent Fund.

[From and after July 1, 2002, this section reads as follows:]

37-61-33. (1) Thereis * * * created within the State
Treasury a special fund to be designated the "Education
Enhancenent Fund" into which shall be deposited all the revenues
col |l ected pursuant to Sections 27-65-75(7) and (8), 27-67-31(a)
and (b) and 27-103-203(1).

(2) O the ampbunt deposited into the Education Enhancenent
Fund, excl udi ng revenues deposited pursuant to Section
27-103-203(1), Sixteen MIlion Dollars ($16,000,000.00) shall be
appropriated each fiscal year to the State Departnent of Education
to be distributed to all school districts. Such noney shall be
distributed to all school districts in the proportion that the
average daily attendance of each school district bears to the
average daily attendance of all school districts within the state
for the follow ng purposes:

(a) Purchasing, erecting, repairing, equipping,
renodel i ng and enl argi ng school buildings and related facilities,

i ncl udi ng gymasi uns, auditoriuns, |unchroons, vocational training

buil dings, libraries, teachers' hones, school barns,
transportation vehicles (which shall include new and used
H B. No. 1448 *HRO7/R334.1*
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transportation vehicles) and garages for transportation vehicles,
and purchasing |and therefor.

(b) Establishing and equi ppi ng school athletic fields
and necessary facilities connected therewith, and purchasing |and
t herefor.

(c) Providing necessary water, light, heating, air
conditioning and sewerage facilities for school buildings, and
purchasing | and therefor.

(d) As a pledge to pay all or a portion of the debt
service on debt issued by the school district under Sections
37-59-1 through 37-59-45, 37-59-101 through 37-59-115, 37-7-351
t hrough 37-7-359, 37-41-89 through 37-41-99, 37-7-301, 37-7-302
and 37-41-81, or debt issued by boards of supervisors for
agricultural high schools pursuant to Section 37-27-65, if such
pl edge i s acconplished pursuant to a witten contract or
resol uti on approved and spread upon the m nutes of an official
meeting of the district's school board or board of supervisors.
The annual grant to such district in any subsequent year during
the termof the resolution or contract shall not be reduced bel ow
an amount equal to the district's grant anmount for the year in
whi ch the contract or resolution was adopted. The intent of this
provision is to allow school districts to irrevocably pledge a
certain, constant stream of revenue as security for long-term
obl i gations issued under the code sections enunerated in this
paragraph or as otherwise allowed by law. It is the intent of the
Legi sl ature that the provisions of this paragraph shall be
cumul ati ve and suppl enmental to any existing funding prograns or
ot her authority conferred upon school districts or school boards.
Debt of a district secured by a pledge of sales tax revenue
pursuant to this paragraph shall not be subject to any debt

limtation contained in the foregoing enunerated code sections.
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(3) The remai nder of the noney deposited into the Education
Enhancenent Fund, excluding funds deposited pursuant to Section
27-103-203(1), shall be appropriated as foll ows:

(a) To the State Departnent of Education as foll ows:

(1) Sixteen and sixty-one one-hundredths percent
(16.61% to the cost of the adequate education program determ ned
under Section 37-151-7;

(i1) Seven and ninety-seven one-hundredths percent
(7.97% to assist the funding of transportation operations and
mai nt enance pursuant to Section 37-19-23; and

(iiti) N ne and sixty-one one-hundredths percent
(9.619% for classroomsupplies, instructional materials and
equi pnent, including conputers and conputer software, to be
distributed to all school districts in the proportion that the
average daily attendance of each school district bears to the
average daily attendance of all school districts within the state.
It is the intent of the Legislature that all classroomteachers

and Juni or Reserve Oficer Training Corps (JROTC) instructors

shall be involved in the devel opnent of a spending plan that
addresses individual classroom needs and supports the overal
goal s of the school regarding supplies, instructional materials,
equi pnment, conputers or conputer software under the provisions of
t hi s subparagraph, including the type, quantity and quality of
such supplies, materials and equi pnent. This plan shall be
submtted to the school principal for approval. School districts
need not fully expend the funds received under this subparagraph
in the year in which they are received, but such funds nmay be
carried forward for expenditure in any succeedi ng school year;
(b) Twenty-two and ni ne one-hundredths percent (22.09%
to the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning

for the purpose of supporting institutions of higher |earning; and
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(c) Fourteen and forty-one one-hundredths percent
(14.41% to the State Board for Community and Juni or Col |l eges for
t he purpose of providing support to community and junior coll eges.

(4) The anmount remaining in the Education Enhancenent Fund
after funds are distributed as provided in subsections (2) and (3)
of this section, excluding funds deposited pursuant to Section
27-103-203(1), shall be disbursed as follows:

(a) Twenty-five MIlion Dollars ($25,000,000.00) shal
be deposited into the Wrking Cash-Stabilization Reserve Fund
created pursuant to Section 27-103-203(1), until the balance in
such fund reaches the maxi mrum bal ance of seven and one-hal f
percent (7-1/2% of the General Fund appropriations in the
appropriate fiscal year. After the nmaxi mum balance in the Wrking
Cash- Stabilization Reserve Fund is reached, such noney shal
remain in the Education Enhancenent Fund to be appropriated in the
manner provided for in paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) The remai nder shall be appropriated for other
educat i onal needs.

(5) None of the funds appropriated pursuant to subsection
(3)(a) of this section shall be used to reduce the state's general
fund appropriation for the categories listed in an anmount bel ow
the foll ow ng anounts:

(a) For subsection (3)(a)(ii) of this section
Thirty-six MIlion Seven Hundred Thousand Dol | ars
($36, 700, 000. 00); and

(b) For the aggregate of mninmum programallotnents in
the 1997 fiscal year, formerly provided for in Chapter 19, Title
37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, as anended, excluding those funds
for transportation as provided for in subsection (5)(a) herein.

(6) At the end of a fiscal year, such anmpbunts as required by
Section 27-103-203(1) to be transferred to the Education
Enhancenent Fund shall be deposited into the Educati on Enhancenent

Fund and shall be kept separate fromother nonies in the fund by
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the State Treasurer. * * * The nonies in such special fund
deposited pursuant to said Section 27-103-203(1) shall be subject
to appropriation by the Legislature in the follow ng manner: (a)
fifty percent (50% to support public education, including but not
limted to, Gades K through 12, M ssi ssippi Educati onal
Tel evi si on and/or the M ssissippi Library Comm ssion; (b)
twenty-five percent (25% to support institutions of higher

| earning; and (c) twenty-five percent (25% to support the junior
or community colleges. Any anount of such nonies transferred into
the separate fund pursuant to Section 27-103-203(1) which is not
appropriated by the Legislature shall not |apse but shall carry
over and be subject to appropriation by the Legislature in the
succeedi ng fiscal year in the sane manner provided in this
subsection * * *.  The interest earned on the investnent of such
noni es transferred pursuant to Section 27-103-203(1) shall be paid
into said separate fund within the Educati on Enhancenent Fund.

SECTION 4. There is established within the State Departnent

of Education a Junior Reserve Oficer Training Corps (JROTC) grant
program avail able to public schools to assist in financing JROTC
progranms. The school board of a |ocal school district may apply
annually to the departnent on behalf of a high school or high
schools within that district which have a JROTC program for a
grant in the amount of Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00) for each
JROTC program per school year. The departnent shall create a
grant application formand shall designate the date by which
applications nust be received by the departnent. |In order to be
eligible for a grant under the program during any school year, the
school district or high school receiving the grant nust agree to
provide to the school's JROTC program Five Hundred Dol | ars
($500.00), in addition to the anmount of local funding allocated to
the programin the 2000-2001 school year, fromlocal school funds.
Funds received through the JROTC grant program may be used for

expenses associated with a high school's JROTC program i ncl uding:
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supplies; travel costs for students and instructors on official
JROTC sponsored trips or attending JROIC functions; instructional
materials; JROTC uniforns; official JROTC sponsored social events;
and any ot her expenses incurred in the operations of the JROTC
program

SECTION 5. (1) There is established a Junior Reserve

O ficer Training Corps (ROTC) schol arship program the purpose of
which is to encourage and aid eligible high school graduates to
continue their participation in an ROTC program while pursuing a
col | ege educati on.

(2) Any student classified as a freshman at a baccal aureate
degree-granting institution of higher learning in the state
accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and
approved by the M ssissippi Conm ssion on Coll ege Accreditation or
an accredited, nonprofit community or junior college in the state
who graduated froma high school in M ssissippi and who mai ntai ned
a 2.00 grade point average calculated on a 4.00 scale in a Junior
ROTC program for four (4) years in high school may apply for a
schol arship under this program An application nust be
acconpanied by witten letters of recommendation fromthe
princi pal and Juni or ROTC i nstructor of the high school from which
t he applicant graduated and any other information that may be
requi red pursuant to rules or regul ati ons established under
subsection (5) of this section. 1In order to be eligible for a
schol arshi p, an applicant nust enroll in the first year of a
two-year or four-year ROIC programat the institution in which the
applicant is enrolled or accepted for enroll nment.

(3) The maxi mum annual schol arship that may be awarded to a
student under this programis One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00) per
academ c year. For purposes of this section, the term"academ c
year" neans August 1 through the next succeeding July 31. The
Juni or ROTC schol arship is additional to any other schol arship or

financial aid that the student receives and may be used for any
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421 expenses associated with the student pursuing a higher education.
422 A student may not receive nore than two (2) annual awards under
423 the Juni or ROTC schol arship program

424 (4) As a condition for renewal of a schol arship, a student
425 nust nmeke steady academ c progress toward a certificate or

426 associ ate or baccal aureate degree, as certified by the

427 institution's registrar, and nmust maintain a cunul ative grade
428 point average of at least 2.50 calculated on a 4.00 scale at the
429 end of each term In addition, the student nust maintain a 3.00
430 grade point average calculated on a 4.00 scale in the ROTC

431 program

432 (5) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
433 Learning and the State Board of Education jointly shall promnul gate
434 rules and regul ations necessary to carry out the purposes and
435 intent of this section. The Board of Trustees of State

436 Institutions of H gher Learning shall be the adm nistering agency
437 of the program

438 (6) It is the intent of the Legislature to fully fund

439 schol arships to eligible students under this program |f funds
440 are insufficient to fully fund scholarships to all eligible

441 applicants, the board shall award the scholarships to first-tine
442 freshman students on a first-come, first-served basis; however,
443 priority consideration nust be given to persons previously

444 receiving awards under the program

445 SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from
446 and after July 1, 2001.
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