M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By:

Baker, Barbour, Eakes, Hudson, Mayo, Rushi ng,

To: Fees and Sal ari es of
Public Oficers;
Appropri ations

Representatives Ryals, Eaton, Pierce,

VWhittington
HOUSE BI LL NO. 1435
1 AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A SALARY SCALE BASED UPON YEARS OF LEGAL
2 EXPERI ENCE FOR LEGAL ASSI STANTS FOR DI STRI CT ATTORNEYS; TO AMEND
3 SECTION 25-3-35, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETG,
4 TO BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ONS 25-31-5, 25-31-6, 25-31-33 AND 25-31- 39,
5 MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DE FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF
6 LEGAL ASSI STANTS AND PRESCRI BE THEI R PONAERS AND DUTI ES AND
7  SUPPLEMENTAL COVPENSATI ON I N CERTAI N COUNTI ES; AND FOR RELATED
8 PURPGCSES.
9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
10 SECTION 1. (1) The annual salary of full-time |egal
11 assistants who have practiced |law actively for less than two (2)
12 years shall be not |ess than Twenty-five Thousand Dol | ars
13 ($25,000.00) nor nore than Fifty Thousand Dol | ars ($50, 000.00), as
14 established by the district attorney. The Fifty Thousand Dol l ars
15 ($50, 000. 00) mexi mum shall not apply to any |egal assistant who
16 has practiced |aw actively for less than two (2) years and whose
17 salary is in excess of Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000.00) before
18 July 1, 2001.
19 (2) The annual salary of full-time |egal assistants who have
20 practiced law actively for nore than two (2) years, but |ess than
21 six (6) years, shall not exceed Sixty-seven Thousand Five Hundred
22 Dollars ($67,500.00), as established by the district attorney.
23 (3) The annual salary of full-time |egal assistants who have
24 practiced law actively for nore than six (6) years, but |ess than
25 ten (10) years, shall not exceed Seventy-five Thousand Dol |l ars
26 ($75,000.00), as established by the district attorney.
27 (4) The annual salary of full-time |egal assistants who have
28 practiced |aw actively in excess of ten (10) years may be
29 increased, in the discretion of the district attorney, One
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Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00) for each year that the |egal
assistant has practiced law in excess of ten (10) years, not to
exceed a mexi num annual salary of Eighty-five Thousand Dol | ars
($85, 000. 00) .

SECTION 2. Section 25-3-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

25-3-35. (1) The annual salaries of the foll ow ng judges
are fixed as follows, to begin at the commencenent of the next

termof office imediately succeeding the existing term

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court............... $104, 900. 00
Presiding Justice of the Suprene Court............ 102, 900. 00
Associ ate Justices of the Suprene Court, each..... 102, 300. 00

However, in addition to their present official duties, there
are inposed upon the Suprene Court Justices the extra duties of
maki ng a special study of existing |aws and reporting to each
regul ar session of the Legislature such constructive suggestions
as they may deem necessary for the inprovenent of the
adm ni stration of justice, and of advising and counseling with the
State Librarian in the selection of | aw books for purchase and use
in the State Law Library, advising with the librarian thereof upon
the renoval fromthe library of any books which may be the | east
frequently used, and for the placing of same in a convenient
| ocation so as to provide additional space for such books and
ot her current publications which may be nore frequently used or
called for. For such extra services each justice, fromand after
June 17, 1999, shall receive a sumsufficient when added to the
present salaries of the justices to aggregate One Hundred Four
Thousand N ne Hundred Dol |l ars ($104, 900.00) for the Chief Justice,
One Hundred Two Thousand N ne Hundred Dol | ars ($102, 900. 00) for
t he Presiding Justice, and One Hundred Two Thousand Three Hundred
Dol I ars ($102, 300.00) for Associate Justices, per annum As each

existing termexpires and the above-captioned sal ari es becone
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effective in due course, the extra duties and conpensation
provi ded for shall cease.
(2) The annual salaries of the judges of the Court of
Appeal s of M ssissippi are fixed as foll ows:
Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals.............. $ 98, 300. 00
Associ ate Judges of the Court of Appeals, each..... 95, 500. 00
(3) The annual salaries of the chancery and circuit court
judges are fixed as follows:
Chancery Judges, each........... ... .. .. .. ... $94, 700. 00
Crcuit Judges, each........ ... .. ... . . . ... 94, 700. 00
In addition to their present official duties, there are
i nposed upon the chancery and circuit court judges the extra
duties of making a special study of existing laws relating to
trial courts and reporting to the Suprene Court of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi such constructive suggestions as they nay deem
necessary for the inprovenent of the adm nistration of justice,
whi ch shall be recommended to the Legislature by the Suprene Court
in the manner provided by |aw. The judges shall advise and
supervise in the purchase of |aw books for the |ibraries of each
district, and shall study and eval uate the inventory of books and
facilities now existing in the libraries of each district to
effect the renoval and relocation of obsolete publications so as
to provide additional space for those books and current
publications nore frequently used. The judges shall study the
existing rules pronulgated by the circuit and chancery court
judicial associations governing the operation of chancery and
circuit courts, and revise the sanme pursuant to existing | aws.
For such extra services each judge, fromand after June 17, 1999,
shall receive a sumsufficient when added to the present salaries
of the judges to aggregate Ni nety-four Thousand Seven Hundred
Dol | ars ($94, 700. 00) per annum for each judge. Upon the

expiration of the existing term the above-captioned sal ari es
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beconme effective in due course, and the extra duties and
conpensati on provided for shall cease.

(4) The Suprenme Court shall prepare a payroll for chancery
judges and circuit judges and submt such payroll to the
Depart ment of Finance and Adm ni stration.

(5) The annual salary of the full-tinme district attorneys
shal | be Seventy-nine Thousand Ei ght Hundred Thirty Dol lars
($79, 830. 00) .

SECTION 3. Section 25-31-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

25-31-5. (1) The follow ng nunber of full-tine |egal
assistants are authorized in the following circuit court

districts:

(a) First Grcuit Court District............. seven (7)

| egal assi stants.

(b) Second Circuit Court District............. ni ne (9)

| egal assi stants.

(c) Third Grcuit Court District.............. four (4)

| egal assi stants.

(d) Fourth GCrcuit Court District............. five (5)

| egal assi stants.

(e) Fifth Grcuit Court District.............. four (4)

| egal assi stants.

(f) Sixth Grcuit Court District............... two (2)

| egal assi stants.

(g) Seventh Circuit Court District............ ni ne (9)

| egal assi stants.

(h) Eighth Grcuit Court District.............. two (2)

| egal assi stants.

(i) Nnth Grcuit Court District............... two (2)

| egal assi stants.

(j) Tenth Crcuit Court District.............. four (4)
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127 | egal assistants.

128 (k) Eleventh Crcuit Court District........... five (5)
129 | egal assistants.

130 (1) Twelfth Grcuit Court District........... three (3)
131 | egal assistants.

132 (m Thirteenth Crcuit Court District.......... two (2)
133 | egal assistants.

134 (n) Fourteenth Crcuit Court District........ three (3)
135 | egal assistants.

136 (o) Fifteenth Grcuit Court District.......... four (4)
137 legal assistants.

138 (p) Sixteenth Grcuit Court District.......... four (4)
139 | egal assistants.

140 (q) Seventeenth Grcuit Court District........ five (5)
141 | egal assistants.

142 (r) Eighteenth Crcuit Court District.......... two (2)
143 | egal assistants.

144 (s) N neteenth Crcuit Court District......... four (4)
145 | egal assistants.

146 (t) Twentieth Grcuit Court District.......... four (4)
147 | egal assistants.

148 (u) Twenty-first Crcuit Court District........ two (2)
149 | egal assistants.

150 (v) Twenty-second GCrcuit Court District....... two (2)
151 | egal assistants.

152 (2) In addition to any | egal assistants authorized pursuant
153 to subsection (1) of this section, the follow ng nunber of

154 full-time |legal assistants are authorized (i) in the follow ng
155 circuit court districts if funds are appropriated by the

156 Legislature to adequately fund the sal aries, expenses and fringe
157 Dbenefits of such legal assistants, or (ii) in any of the follow ng
158 circuit court districts in which the board of supervisors of one

159 or nore of the counties in a circuit court district adopts a
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resolution to pay all of the salaries, supplenental pay, expenses

and fringe benefits of |egal assistants authorized in such

district pursuant to this subsection:

(a) First Grcuit Court District............... t wo
| egal assi stants.

(b) Second Grcuit Court District.............. t wo
| egal assi stants.

(c) Third Grcuit Court District............... t wo
| egal assi stants.

(d) Fourth Grcuit Court District.............. t wo
| egal assi stants.

(e) Fifth Grcuit Court District............... t wo
| egal assi stants.

(f) Sixth Grcuit Court District............... t wo
| egal assi stants.

(g) Seventh Crcuit Court District............. t wo
| egal assi stants.

(h) Eighth Grcuit Court District.............. t wo
| egal assi stants.

(i) Nnth Grcuit Court District............... t wo
| egal assi stants.

(j) Tenth Grcuit Court District............... t wo
| egal assi stants.

(k) Eleventh Grcuit Court District............ t wo
| egal assi stants.

(1) Twelfth CGrcuit Court District............. t wo
| egal assi stants.

(m Thirteenth Circuit Court District.......... t wo
| egal assi stants.

(n) Fourteenth Circuit Court District.......... t wo
| egal assi stants.

(o) Fifteenth Crcuit Court District........... t wo
| egal assi stants.
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(p) Sixteenth Crcuit Court District........... two (2)
| egal assi stants.

(q) Seventeenth Crcuit Court District......... two (2)
| egal assi stants.

(r) Eighteenth Crcuit Court District.......... two (2)
| egal assi stants.

(s) N neteenth Crcuit Court District.......... two (2)
| egal assi stants.

(t) Twentieth Grcuit Court District........... two (2)
| egal assi stants.

(u) Twenty-first Crcuit Court District........ two (2)
| egal assi stants.

(v) Twenty-second GCrcuit Court District....... two (2)
| egal assi stants.

(3) The board of supervisors of any county nmay pay all or a
part of the salary, supplenental pay, expenses and fringe benefits
of any district attorney or |egal assistant authorized in the
circuit court district to which such county bel ongs pursuant to
this section.

SECTION 4. Section 25-31-6, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

25-31-6. Legal assistants to district attorneys shall be
regularly licensed and practicing attorneys having been duly
admtted to practice before the suprene court of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi, and shall have the power and authority, under the
direction and supervision of the district attorney, to perform al
of the duties required of that office. Said |egal assistants may
be renmoved at the discretion of the duly elected and acting
district attorney, or for cause by the senior circuit judge of the
district.

SECTION 5. Section 25-31-33, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as foll ows:
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25-31-33. The board of supervisors of any county having a
popul ation in excess of two hundred thousand (200, 000) according
to the federal decennial census of 1970 shall contribute a sum
equal to Four Thousand Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($4,500.00) per year,
payabl e nonthly, to supplenent the salary of the district attorney
of that county, provided that he serves full tine; and shal
contribute a sumequal to Three Thousand Dol |l ars ($3,000.00) per
year, payable nonthly, per full-time |egal assistant to suppl enent
the salary of each full-tinme |egal assistant to the district
attorney of that county.

The board of supervisors of any Class 1 county bordering on
the Gulf of Mexico and having two (2) judicial districts shal
contribute a sumequal to Four Thousand Five Hundred Dol l ars
(%4, 500. 00) per year, payable nonthly, to supplenent the salary of
the district attorney of that county provided that he serves ful
time; and shall contribute a sumequal to Five Thousand Dol |l ars
(%5, 000. 00) per year, payable nonthly, to supplenent the salary of
each full-tinme |legal assistant to the district attorney of that
county.

SECTION 6. Section 25-31-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

25-31-39. There shall be no part-tinme district attorneys or
part-tinme |legal assistants to district attorneys; however, any
person not serving as a |legal assistant to the district attorney
who i s appointed by the Governor to serve as district attorney to
fill a vacancy occurring in such office until such office shall be
filled by a special or regular election as provided by Sections
23-15-193, 23-15-833 and 23-15-843 shall be allowed to engage in
the private practice of |law while holding the office of district
attorney pursuant to such appointnent.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.

H B. No. 1435 *HR40/R1436*
01/ HR40/ R1436 ST: Assistant District Attorneys; establish
PAGE 8 (RM BD) sal ary scal es based on years of experience.



