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Representative Conpretta (By Request) To:  Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1409

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 63-5-19, 63-5-21 AND 63-7-47,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CLARI FY CERTAI N PROVI SI ONS WH CH
RESTRI CT THE MAXI MUM LENGTH THAT THE LOAD UPON THE REAR VEH CLE OF
A COMBI NATI ON OF VEHI CLES MAY PRQJIECT BEYOND THE REAR OF THE
VEHI CLE AT NI GHT, VH CH PROVI DE EXCEPTI ONS TO SUCH LENGTH
LI M TATI ONS FOR CERTAI N PUBLI C UTI LI TY VEH CLES | N EMERGENCY
SI TUATI ONS, AND WHI CH REQUI RE VEHI CLES W TH PRQIECTI NG LOADS OF
FOUR FEET OR MORE TO DI SPLAY A RED FLAG AT THE REAR OF THE LQOAD:
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-5-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-5-19. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this section,
no single vehicle, unladen or with | oad, shall have an overal
| ength, inclusive of front and rear bunpers, in excess of forty
(40) feet.

(2) No semitrailer operating in a truck tractor-semtrailer
conbination and no trailer drawn by a notor vehicle shall exceed a
|l ength of fifty (50) feet.

(3) No semitrailer or trailer operating in a truck
tractor-senmitrailer-trailer conbination and no trailer operating
in a double trailer conbination drawn by a notor vehicle shal
exceed a length of thirty (30) feet.

(4) No semitrailer or trailer conmbinations in excess of two
(2) units, excluding the towing notor vehicle, shall be allowed to
operate on the highways of this state.

(5) No notor hone shall have an overall |ength exclusive of

front and rear bunpers, in excess of forty-five (45) feet.
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(6) The | oad upon the rear vehicle of a conbination of
vehi cl es transporting forest or agricultural products in their
natural state shall not project nore than twenty-eight (28) feet
beyond the rear axle of the vehicle except in the special
ci rcunst ance hereinafter prescribed. |If such products project
nore than twenty-eight (28) feet beyond the rear axle and, due to
the end use for which they are intended (such as tall utility
poles or light poles or the like), such products cannot be
shortened wi thout rendering themuseless for the finished product
for which they have been cut, then such special circunstance may
be consi dered good cause for the obtaining of a permt which shal
be procured pursuant to Section 63-5-51 before vehicles

transporting such products nmay operate. Except as ot herw se

provided in Section 63-5-21, any vehicle transporting projecting

| oads that extend four (4) feet or nore beyond the rear or body of

the vehicle shall operate only during daylight hours, and the | oad

on vehicles designed to transport forestry products shall be
secured by at least two (2) chains, two (2) wire ropes, or tw (2)
nyl on straps, one (1) positioned behind the front bol ster and one
(1) in front of the back bol ster.

(7) The rear projecting |oad of any vehicle operating during

t he period described under Section 63-7-11 may not extend four (4)

feet or nore beyond the rear or body of the vehicle.

SECTION 2. Section 63-5-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

63-5-21. The length limtations provided in Section 63-5-19
shall not apply to vehicles * * * operated at nighttinme by a

public utility transporting poles, pipes, nachinery or other

objects of a structural nature which cannot readily be di snmenbered

when required for energency repair of public service facilities or
properties * * *.  However, in respect to such night
transportation every such vehicle and the |oad thereon shall be

equi pped with a sufficient nunber of clearance | anps on both sides
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and marker |anps upon the extreme ends of any projecting load to
clearly mark the dinensions of such | oad.

SECTION 3. Section 63-7-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

63-7-47. \Wenever the |oad upon any vehicle extends to the
rear four (4) feet or nore beyond the rear or body of such
vehicle, there shall be displayed at the extrene rear end of the
load * * * ared flag or cloth not |ess than sixteen (16) inches
square.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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