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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1349

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE ATTENDI NG PHYSI CIl AN OF A DECEASED
PERSON TO SI GN THE DEATH CERTI FI CATE FOR THE DECEASED PERSON
W TH N TEN DAYS AFTER I T I S PRESENTED TO THE PHYSI Cl AN; TO PROVI DE
A PENALTY FOR VI OLATIONS OF THI S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Any physician in charge of the care of a

deceased person, who is presented a certificate of death for the
deceased person by the funeral home that handl ed the funeral
arrangenents for the deceased, the nedical exam ner or the State
Department of Health, shall sign the certificate of death within
ten (10) working days after the certificate is presented to himor
her, or provide the presenter of the certificate with a
satisfactory explanation for his or her refusal or inability to
sign the certificate.

(2) Any physician who violates the provisions of subsection
(1) of this section shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and, upon
conviction, shall be fined not nore than One Hundred Dol | ars
($100. 00) .

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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