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To: Uni versities and

Representative Barnett (92nd) Col | eges

HOUSE BI LL NO 1329

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-143-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE LI ST OF STATE HEALTH | NSTI TUTI ONS | N VWH CH A PERSON
MAY WORK TO REPAY A LOAN RECEI VED UNDER THE HEALTH CARE
PROFESSI ONS' LOAN PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-143-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-143-13. (1) There is * * * established a health care
prof essions' |l oan program It is the intent of the Legislature
t hat persons declaring an intention to work at certain state
health institutions as nurses, nurse practitioners, speech
pat hol ogi sts, psychol ogi sts, occupational therapists and physi cal
t herapi sts, shall be eligible for a | oan for the purpose of
acquiring an education in such professions. The board of trustees
shall enter into contracts with applicants, providing that such
| oans may be di scharged by working as a health care professional
in a state health institution, as defined in this section, for a
period of time after graduation equal to the period of study
provi ded under the scholarship. Such contracts shall provide that
for each year of service, the appropriate portion of the
out st andi ng bal ance of principal and interest of such | oan shal
be converted to interest-free schol arshi ps and di scharged.

(2) "State health institution” shall nean any of the

following: Any facility or program operated by the Departnent of

Mental Health; the State Board of Health; nental health/ mental

retardation facilities under the adm nistration of a regional

commi ssi on as established pursuant to Section 41-19-31 which are
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certified by the Departnent of Mental Health; and health care
facilities under the Departnment of Corrections.

(3) The board of trustees shall establish rules and
regul ations as it deens necessary and proper to carry out the
purposes and intent of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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