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Represent ati ve Franks Vel fare: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO 1319

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-47-5, M SSI SSI PPI CCDE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED
AND DI RECTED TO | NVESTI GATE ANY ALLEGATI ON OF ABUSE, NEGLECT OR
EXPLO TATION OF A PATIENT IN A CARE FACILITY | F THE ALLEGED ACTI ON
OCCURRED AT A PRI VATE RESI DENCE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-47-7,

M SSI SSI PPI COCDE OF 1972, TO ADD LI CENSED MEDI CAL PERSONNEL AND
OTHER ENTI TI ES TO THE ENUVERATI ON OF MANDATED REPORTERS OF ABUSE,
NEGLECT AND EXPLO TATI ON UNDER THE VULNERABLE ADULTS ACT AND TO
PRESCRI BE CRI M NAL PENALTI ES FOR FAI LI NG TO MAKE SUCH REQUI RED
REPORTS, TO PROVI DE THAT ADULT CENTRAL REG STRY CRI M NAL
BACKGROUND CHECKS SHALL BE MANDATORY ON EMPLOYEES, PROSPECTI VE
EMPLOYEES, VOLUNTEERS AND PROSPECTI VE VOLUNTEERS OF ADULT CARE
FACI LI TI ES UNDER THE VULNERABLE ADULTS ACT AND TO PROVI DE FOR THE
CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF SUCH REPORTS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN

SERVI CES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-47-9, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT A COURT MAY AUTHORI ZE THE EVALUATI ON OF AN ABUSED
ADULT UPON SHOW NG OF PROBABLE CAUSE, | NCLUDI NG AN EVALUATI ON OF
THE FI NANCI AL RECORDS OF THE VULNERABLE ADULT; TO AMEND SECTI ON
43-11-13, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO DI RECT THE STATE DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH TO REQUI RE ALL LI CENSED NURSI NG FACI LI TI ES TO CONDUCT
CRI M NAL RECORD BACKGROUND CHECKS AND ADULT CENTRAL REG STRY
CHECKS ON EMPLOYEES, PROSPECTI VE EMPLOYEES AND VOLUNTEERS, TO
PROVI DE | MMUNI TY AND TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT TO CHARGE THE

LI CENSEE A FEE FOR SUCH CRI M NAL RECORD CHECKS; TO PROVI DE
ENHANCED PENALTI ES FOR CRI MES COMM TTED AGAI NST PERSONS AGED 65 OR
OLDER, TO REQUI RE NOTI CE OF PENALTY ENHANCEMENT; TO PROVI DE FOR A
SEPARATE SENTENCI NG PROCEEDI NG TO PROVI DE THAT PENALTI ES MAY BE
DOUBLED; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-47-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

43-47-5. For the purposes of this chapter, the follow ng
wor ds shall have the meani ngs ascribed herein unless the context
ot herw se requires:

(a) "Abuse" shall nmean the willful infliction of

physical pain, injury or nental anguish on a vul nerable adult, the
unr easonabl e confinenment of a vulnerable adult, or the wllful

deprivation by a caretaker of services which are necessary to
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mai ntain the nental and physical health of a vul nerable adult.
"Abuse" shall not mean conduct which is a part of the treatnent
and care of, and in furtherance of the health and safety of a
patient or resident of a care facility.

(b) "Care facility" shall nean:

(1) Any institution or place for the aged or
infirmas defined in, and required to be |licensed under, the
provi sions of Section 43-11-1 et seq.; and

(i) Any long-termcare facility as defined in
Section 43-7-55; and

(iti) Any hospital as defined in, and required to
be |icensed under, the provisions of Section 41-9-1 et seq.; and

(iv) Any home health agency as defined in, and
required to be licensed under, the provisions of Section 41-71-1
et seq.; and

(v) Any hospice as defined in, and required to be
| i censed under, the provisions of Chapter 85 of Title 41.

(c) "Caretaker"” shall nean an individual, corporation,
partnership or other organization which has assuned the
responsibility for the care of a vulnerable adult, but shall not
i nclude the Division of Medicaid, a |icensed hospital, or a
| i censed nursing home within the state.

(d) "Court" shall mean the chancery court of the county
in which the vulnerable adult resides or is |ocated.

(e) "Department" shall mean the Departnent of Human
Servi ces.

(f) "Emergency” shall nean a situation in which

(i) A vulnerable adult is in substantial danger of
death or irreparable harmif protective services are not provided
i mredi at el y;

(it) The vulnerable adult is unable to consent to

servi ces;

H B. No. 1319 *HRO7/R1634*
01/ HRO7/ R1634
PAGE 2 (CIR HS)



71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100

101

102

103

(iti) No responsible, able or willing caretaker,
if any, is available to consent to energency services; and

(iv) There is insufficient tine to utilize the
procedure provided in Section 43-47-13.

(g) "Energency services" shall nean those services
necessary to maintain a vulnerable adult's vital functions and
wi t hout which there is reasonable belief that the vul nerable adult
woul d suffer irreparable harmor death, and may include taking
physi cal custody of the adult.

(h) "Essential services" shall nean those social work,
medi cal , psychiatric or |egal services necessary to safeguard a
vul nerable adult's rights and resources and to nmaintain the
physical or mental well-being of the person. These services shal
i nclude, but not be [imted to, the provision of nedical care for
physi cal and nmental health needs, assistance in personal hygiene,
food, clothing, adequately heated and ventil ated shelter,
protection fromhealth and safety hazards, protection from
physical m streatnment and protection fromexploitation. The words
"essential services" shall not include taking a vul nerable adult
i nto physical custody w thout his consent except as provided for
in Section 43-47-15 and as otherw se provided by the general |aws
of the state.

(i) "Exploitation" shall mean the illegal or inproper
use of a vulnerable adult or his resources for another's profit or
advant age.

(j) "Lacks the capacity to consent" shall nean that a
vul nerabl e adult, because of physical or nental incapacity, |acks
sufficient understanding or capacity to nmake or comrunicate
responsi bl e deci si ons concerning his person, including, but not
limted to, provisions for health care, food, clothing or shelter.
This may be reasonably determ ned by the department in energency
situations; in all other instances, the court shall nake the

determ nation follow ng the procedures in Sections 43-47-13 and
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43-47-15 or as otherw se provided by the general |aws of the
state.

(k) "Neglect"” shall nmean either the inability of a
vul nerabl e adult who is living alone to provide for hinself the
food, clothing, shelter, health care or other services which are
necessary to nmaintain his nental and physical health, or failure
of a caretaker to supply the vulnerable adult with the food,
clothing, shelter, health care, supervision or other services
whi ch are necessary to nmaintain his nental and physical health.

(I') "Protective services" shall mean services provided
by the state or other governnment or private organizations,
agencies or individuals which are necessary to protect a
vul nerabl e adult from abuse, neglect or exploitation. They shal
i nclude, but not be I[imted to, investigation, evaluation of the
need for services and provision of essential services on behalf of
a vul nerable adult.

(m "Vulnerable adult"” shall nean a person eighteen
(18) years of age or older or any m nor not covered by the Youth
Court Act who is present in the state and who, regardl ess of
residence, is unable to protect his or her own rights, interests,
and/or vital concerns and who cannot seek help w thout assistance
because of physical, nmental or enotional inpairnent. The term
"vul nerabl e adult” shall also include all residents or patients,
regardl ess of age, in a care facility for the purposes of Sections
43-47-19 and 43-47-37 only. Nothing in this chapter shall be
construed as authorizing the Departnment of Human Services to
perform any investigation, evaluation or exam nation or provide
protective services, essential services or energency services
regarding any resident or patient in a care facility.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of this subsection, the departnent

shall not be prohibited frominvestigating, and shall have the

authority and responsibility to fully investigate, in accordance

with the provisions of this chapter, any all egation of abuse,
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negl ect, and/or exploitation regarding a patient in a care

facility, if the all eged abuse, neglect, and/or exploitation

occurred at a private residence.

SECTION 2. Section 43-47-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

43-47-7. (1) (a) Except as otherw se provided by Section
43-47-37 for vulnerable adults in care facilities, any person

including, but not limted to, the follow ng, who knows or

suspects that a vul nerable adult has been or is being abused,

negl ected or exploited shall imedi ately report such know edge or

suspicion to the M ssissippi Departnment of Human Services * * *:

(1) Physician, osteopathic physician, nedical

exam ner, chiropractic physician, nurse or hospital personnel

engaged in the adm ssion, exam nation, care or treatnent of

di sabl ed adults or elderly persons;

(ii) Health professional or nental health

prof essional other than one listed in subsection (1);

(iii) Practitioner who relies solely on spiritual

means for healing;

(iv) Nursing hone staff, assisted living facility

staff, adult day care center staff, adult famly-care hone staff,

soci al worker or other professional adult care, residential or

institutional staff;

(v) State, county or municipal crimnal justice

enpl oyee or | aw enforcenent officer;

(vi) Human rights advocacy commttee or |long-term

care onbudsman council nenber:; or

(vii) Bank, savings and |loan or credit union

officer, trustee or enpl oyee.

(b) To the extent possible, a report nade pursuant to

par agraph (a) nust contain, but need not be limted to, the

follow ng information:
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(i) Nanme, age, race, sex, physical description and

| ocati on of each vulnerable adult alleged to have been abused,

negl ected or exploited.

(i1) Nanes, addresses and tel ephone nunbers of the

vul nerable adult's fam |y nenbers.

(iii) Nane, address and tel ephone nunber of each

al | eged perpetrator.

(iv) Nane, address and tel ephone nunber of the

caregiver of the vulnerable adult, if different fromthe all eged

per petrator.

(v) Description of the physical or psychol ogi cal

i njuries sustained.

(vi) Actions taken by the reporter; if any, such

as notification of the crimnal justice agency.

(vii) Any other information available to the

reporting person which may establish the cause of abuse, negl ect

or exploitation that occurred or is occurring.

In addition to above, any person or entity holding or

required to hold a license as specified in Title 73, Professions

and Vocations, of the M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall be required

to give his, her or its nane, address and tel ephone nunber in the

report of the all eged abuse, neglect or exploitation.

(c) The departnent or its designees shall report to an

appropriate crimnal investigative or prosecutive authority any

person required by this section to report or who fails to conply

with this section. A person who fails to make a report as

required under this subsection or who, because of the

ci rcunst ances, shoul d have known or suspected that a vul nerable

adult suffers from abandonnent, exploitation, abuse, neglect or

sel f-negl ect but who know ngly fails to conply with this section

shal |, upon conviction, be guilty of a m sdeneanor and shall be

puni shed by a fine of not exceeding Five Thousand Dol |l ars

(%5, 000.00), or by inprisonnent in the county jail for not nore
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than six (6) nonths, or both such fine and inprisonnent. If a

person convicted under this section is a nenber of a profession or

occupation that is licensed, certified or regulated by the state,

the court shall notify the appropriate licensing, certifying or

regul ating entity of the conviction.

(2) Reports received by | aw enforcenent authorities or other
agencies shall be forwarded i mediately to the Departnent of Human
Services or the county wel fare departnent.

(3) The report may be made orally or in witing, but where
made orally, it shall be followed up by a witten report.

(4) Anyone who nakes a report pursuant to this section, who
testifies or participates in any judicial proceedings arising from
the report or who participates in a required investigation or
eval uation shall be presuned to be acting in good faith and in so
doing shall be inmmune fromliability, civil or crimnal, that
m ght otherw se be incurred or inposed.

(5) A person who intentionally makes a fal se report under
the provisions of this section may be found liable in a civil suit
for any actual danmages suffered by the person or persons so
reported and for any punitive damages set by the court or jury.

(6) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Human
Services shall establish a statewi de central register of reports
made pursuant to this section. The central register shall be
capabl e of receiving reports of vulnerable adults in need of
protective services seven (7) days a week, twenty-four (24) hours
a day. To effectuate this purpose the executive director shal
establish a single toll-free statew de phone nunber that al
persons may use to report vulnerable adults in need of protective
services, and that all persons authorized by subsection (7) of
this section may use for determi ning the existence of prior
reports in order to evaluate the condition or circunstances of the
vul nerabl e adult before them Such oral reports and evidence of

previous reports shall be transmtted to the appropriate county
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wel fare departnent.
be limted to,

informati on of the individual

The central register shall include, but not
the followng information: the nanme and identifying

reported, the county welfare

departnment responsible for the investigation of each such report,

the nanmes, affiliations and purposes of any person requesting or

receiving information which the executive director believes m ght

be hel pful in the furtherance of the purposes of this chapter.

Upon request,

a vulnerable adult who is the subject of a

report or, if the vulnerable adult is legally incapacitated, the

guardi an or guardian ad litem of the vulnerable adult shall be

entitled to receive a copy of all information contained in the

regi stry pert

aining to his or her case.

Each per

son, business, organi zation or other entity, whether

public or private,

operated for profit, operated for nonprofit or

a voluntary unit of governnent not responsible for | aw enforcenent

providing car

e, supervision or treatnent of adults or vul nerable

persons shal |

conduct crim nal

records and adult central registry

checks on each enpl oyee,

prospective enpl oyee, volunteer or

prospective volunteer of the entity who provides, and/or would

provide services to adults or vul nerabl e persons.

The departnent shall not rel ease data that woul d be harnfu

or detrinmental to the vul nerabl

e adult or that would identify or

| ocate a person who,

in good faith, made a report or cooperated in

a subsequent

i nvestigation unless ordered to do so by a court of

conpetent jur

i sdiction.

(7) Reports made pursuant to this section, reports witten

or photographs taken concerning such reports in the possession of

t he Departnent of Human Services or the county wel fare depart nent

shall be conf

(a)

idential and shal

A physi ci an who

only be made avail able to:

has before hima vul nerabl e adul t

whom he reasonably suspects nmay be abused, neglected or exploited,

as defined in Section 43-47-5;
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267 (b) A duly authorized agency having the responsibility
268 for the care or supervision of a subject of the report;

269 (c) Any person who is the subject of the report;

270 (d) A grand jury or a court of conpetent jurisdiction,
271 upon finding that the information in the record is necessary for
272 the determ nation of charges before the grand jury;

273 (e) A district attorney or other |aw enforcenent

274 official.

275 Not wi t hst andi ng subsection 7(b) hereof, the departnent may

276 not disclose a report of the abandonnent, exploitation, abuse,

277 neglect or self-neglect of a vulnerable adult to the vul nerable

278 adult's guardian, attorney-in-fact, surrogate decision nmaker, or

279 care giver who is a perpetrator or alleged perpetrator of the

280 abandonnent, exploitation, abuse or negl ect of the vul nerable

281 adult.

282 Any person given access to the nanes or other information
283 identifying the subject of the report, except the subject of the
284 report, shall not divulge or make public such identifying

285 information unless he is a district attorney or other |aw

286 enforcenent official and the purpose is to initiate court action.
287 Any person who willfully permts the release of any data or

288 information obtained pursuant to this section to persons or

289 agencies not permtted to such access by this section shall be
290 guilty of a m sdeneanor.

291 (8) Upon reasonabl e cause to believe that a caretaker or
292 other person has abused, neglected or exploited a vul nerable

293 adult, the departnment shall pronptly notify the district attorney
294 of the county in which the vulnerable adult is |ocated, except as
295 provided in Section 43-47-37(2).

296 SECTION 3. Section 43-47-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
297 anended as foll ows:

298 43-47-9. (1) Upon receipt of a report pursuant to Section

299 43-47-7 that a vulnerable adult is in need of protective services,
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t he departnent shall initiate an investigation and/or eval uation
within forty-eight (48) hours to determ ne whether the vul nerable
adult is in need of protective services and what services are
needed. The eval uation shall include any necessary visits and

interviews with the adult, and if appropriate, with the all eged

perpetrator of the dependent adult abuse and with any person

believed to have know edge of the circunstances of the case. Wen

a caretaker of a vulnerable adult refuses to allow the departnent
reasonabl e access to conduct an investigation to determne if the
vul nerable adult is in need of protective services, the departnent
may petition the court for an order for injunctive relief
enjoining the caretaker frominterfering with the investigation.

The departnent may provide necessary protective services and nay

establish a sliding fee schedule for those persons able to pay a

portion of the protective services.

(2) The staff and physicians of |ocal health departnents,
mental health clinics and other public or private agencies,
i ncluding | aw enforcenent agencies, shall cooperate fully with the
departnent in the performance of its duties. These duties include
i medi ate, in-residence eval uations and nedi cal exam nations and
treatment where the departnent deens it necessary. Provided,
however, that upon receipt of a report of abuse, neglect or
exploitation of a vulnerable adult confined in a |licensed hospital
or licensed nursing honme facility in the state, the departnent
shall imediately refer this report to the proper authority at the
State Departnment of Health for investigation under Section
43-47- 37.

Upon a show ng of probable cause that an adult has been

abused, a court nmay authorize a person, also authorized by the

departnent, to nmake an evaluation, to enter the residence of, and

to exam ne the dependent adult. Upon a show ng of probable cause

that a dependent adult has been financially exploited, a court may

aut hori ze a person, also authorized by the departnent, to nake an
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eval uation, and to gain access to the financial records of the

dependent adul t.

(3) The departnment may contract with an agency or private
physi cian for the purpose of providing i nmediate, accessible
evaluations in the location that the departnent deens nost
appropri ate.

SECTION 4. Section 43-11-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

43-11-13. (1) The licensing agency shall adopt, anend,
promul gate and enforce such rules, regul ations and standards,
including classifications, with respect to all institutions for
the aged or infirmto be licensed hereunder as nmay be designed to
further the acconplishnent of the purpose of this chapter in
pronoti ng adequate care of individuals in such institutions in the
interest of public health, safety and welfare. Such rules,
regul ati ons and standards shall be adopted and pronul gated by the
I i censi ng agency and shall be recorded and indexed in a book to be
mai ntai ned by the licensing agency in its main office in the State
of Mssissippi, entitled "Rules, Regulations and M ni num St andar ds
for Institutions for the Aged or Infirnt and said book shall be
open and available to all institutions for the aged or infirm and
the public generally at all reasonable tinmes. Upon the adoption
of such rules, regulations and standards, the |icensing agency
shall mail copies thereof to all such institutions in the state
whi ch have filed with said agency their nanmes and addresses for
this purpose, but the failure to mail the sanme or the failure of
the institutions to receive the sane shall in now se affect the
validity thereof. Said rules, regulations and standards may be
anmended by the licensing agency fromtine to tinme as necessary to
pronote the health, safety and welfare of persons living in said
institutions.

(2) The licensee shall keep posted in a conspicuous place on

the Iicensed prem ses all current rules, regulations and m ni num
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standards applicable to fire protection neasures as adopted by the
Iicensing agency. The licensee shall furnish to the |icensing
agency at | east once each six (6) nonths a certificate of approval
and inspection by state or local fire authorities. Failure to
conply with state | aws and/ or nuni ci pal ordi nances and current

rul es, regulations and m ni num st andards as adopted by the

i censing agency, relative to fire prevention neasures, shall be
prima facie evidence for revocation of license.

(3) The State Board of Health shall pronul gate rul es and
regul ations restricting the storage, quantity and cl asses of drugs
all owed in personal care hones. Residents requiring
adm ni stration of Schedule Il Narcotics as defined in the Uniform
Control | ed Substances Law may be admtted to a personal care hone.
Schedul e drugs may only be allowed in a personal care hone if they
are adm nistered or stored utilizing proper procedures under the
di rect supervision of a licensed physician or nurse.

(4) The licensing agency shall require that all |icensees

conduct crimnal records background checks and adult central

regi stry checks on each enpl oyee, prospective enpl oyee, vol unteer

or prospective vol unteer who provides or woul d provi de personal

care or have personal contact with any resident of an institution

for the aged or infirm 1In order to conduct the crimnal records

background check, each enpl oyee, prospective enpl oyee, vol unteer

or prospective volunteer shall be fingerprinted. [If no

disqualifying record is identified at the state |level, the

fingerprints shall be forwarded by the Departnent of Public Safety

to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a national crimnal

hi story record check.

(5) The licensing agency and its agents, officers,

enpl oyees, attorneys and representatives shall not be held civilly

liable for any findings, recommendation or actions taken pursuant

to this section.
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(6) Al fees incurred in conpliance with this section shal

be borne by the institution for the aged or infirm The licensing

agency is hereby authorized to charge a fee which shall include

t he amount required by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the

national crimnal history record check and any necessary costs

incurred by the |icensing agency for the handling and

adm nistration of the crimnal history background checks.

SECTION 5. The penalty for any felony or m sdeneanor shal

be subject to enhancenent as provided in this act if the felony or
m sdeneanor was conmitted if the defendant knew or shoul d have
known that the victimis sixty-five (65) years of age or ol der.

SECTION 6. (1) For enhancenent of the penalty for a felony

of fense to apply, the prosecuting attorney if the defendant is
charged by information, or grand jury if an indictnent is
returned, shall provide notice upon the information or indictnent
that the prosecutor will seek the enhanced penalty provided in
this act. The notice shall be in a clause separate fromand in
addition to the substantive offense charged and shall not be
considered as an el enent of the offense charged.

(2) For enhancenent of the penalty for a m sdenmeanor to
apply, the affiant, the prosecuting attorney if the defendant is
charged by information, or grand jury if an indictnent is
returned, shall provide witten notice that the enhanced penalty
wi |l be sought as provided in this act. The notice shall be in a
cl ause separate fromand in addition to the substantive offense
charge and shall not be considered as an el enment of the offense
char ged.

(3) There shall be no nention in the guilt or innocence
phase of the trial or in any docunents or evidence seen by the
jury that an enhanced penalty nmay be sought.

SECTION 7. (1) Upon conviction or adjudication of guilt of

a defendant where notice has been duly given that an enhanced

penalty wll be sought as provided in this act, the court shal
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conduct a separate sentencing proceeding to determ ne the
sentence. The proceedi ng shall be conducted by the trial judge
before the trial jury as soon as practicable. [If, through
inmpossibility or inability, the trial jury is unable to reconvene
for a hearing on the issue of penalty, having determ ned the guilt
of the accused, the trial judge shall summon a jury to determ ne
whet her an enhanced penalty should be inposed. |If trial by jury
has been waived, or if the defendant pleaded guilty, the

sent enci ng proceedi ng shall be conducted before a jury inpanel ed
for that purpose. Provided, however, that if the defendant enters
a plea of guilty and waives trial by jury for the sentencing
proceedi ng, the sentencing proceeding shall be conducted before
the trial judge sitting without a jury. In the proceeding,

evi dence may be presented as to any matter that the court deens
rel evant to sentence. However, this subsection shall not be
construed to authorize the introduction of any evidence secured in
viol ation of the Constitution of the United States or of the State
of Mssissippi. The state and the defendant or his counsel or
bot h def endant and counsel shall be permtted to present argunents
for or against any sentence sought.

(2) In order to inpose an enhanced penalty under the
provisions of this act, the jury nust find beyond a reasonabl e
doubt :

(a) That the defendant perceived, knew, or had
reasonabl e grounds to know or perceive that the victimwas within
t he cl ass delineated; and

(b) That the defendant maliciously and with specific
intent conmtted the offense because the victimwas within the
cl ass del i neat ed.

(3) That the victimwas within the class delineated neans
that the reason the underlying crinme was conm tted was because the
def endant knew or should have known that the victimis sixty-five

(65) years of age or ol der.

H B. No. 1319 *HRO7/R1634*
01/ HRO7/ R1634
PAGE 14 (CIR HS)



464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472

SECTION 8. In the event it is found beyond a reasonable

doubt that the offense was conmtted and the defendant knew or
shoul d have known that the victimis sixty-five (65) years of age
or older, then the penalty for the offense may be enhanced by
puni shnent for a termof inprisonnment of up to tw ce that
aut hori zed by law for the offense commtted, or a fine of up to
twi ce that authorized by law for the offense commtted, or both.
SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.

H B. No. 1319 *HRO7/R1634*
01/ HRO7/ R1634 ST: Vulnerable Adults Act; revise and provide
PAGE 15 (CIR HS) enhanced penalties for crinmes against the

el derly.



