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To: Public Health and

Representative O ark Vel far e

HOUSE BI LL NO 1261

AN ACT TO CREATE A STUDY COWM TTEE ON CREATI NG A DI VI SI ON OF
FAM LY AND YOUTH SERVI CES TO STUDY THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF A STATE
AGENCY TO ADM NI STER CERTAI N SPECI FI C FAM LY AND CHI LDREN SERVI CE
PROGRAMS AND A COORDI NATED SERVI CES FUNDI NG SYSTEM FOR CHI LDREN | N
NEED OF SUCH SERVI CES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is created a study conmttee on

creating a Division of Fam |y and Youth Services which conmttee
shal | study the establishnent of an agency of state governnent
whi ch woul d be under the joint control of the Departnent of Human
services and the State Departnment of Education. The m ssion of
the division would be to focus on and adm nister prograns relating
to famlies and children, including:

(a) The functions of the Division of Youth Services of
t he Departnent of Human Services;

(b) The functions of the Child Support Unit of the
Depart ment of Human Servi ces;

(c) The functions of all child service prograns
adm ni stered by the Departnent of Human Services, including the
foster care or foster hone placenent program child adoption and
child placenent, and investigation of child abuse and negl ect;

(d) The adm nistration of the school attendance
of ficers enforcing the M ssissippi Conpul sory School Attendance
Law adm ni stered by the State Departnent of Education

(e) The alternative school prograns adm nistered by the
various school districts;

(f) The Center for Prevention of School Violence

program under the State Departnent of Education;

H B. No. 1261 *HR40/R1724* Gl/ 2
01/ HR40/ R1724
PAGE 1 (RMBD)



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

(g) The Support CQur Students (SOS) community-based
program under the State Departnent of Education and any ot her
yout h nentoring program operating under public grant funds;

(h) A Private Enterprise Mentorship Program for
children in the custody of the Departnent of Human Servi ces;

(i) Any programfor children with severe enotiona
di sturbances which is not provided by the M ssissippi Departnent
of Mental Health;

(J) ©Child care facility licensure prograns adm nistered
by the M ssissippi Departnent of Health; and

(k) A Coordinated Services Plan for Children that uses
a decategorized funding systemto budget and pay for all services
required for an individual child in need of the prograns specified
in (a) through (i) and to ensure that the funds for approved
services follow the child. The study commttee may study and nake
reconmmendati ons on any other programrelating to famly or youth,
child welfare or children's services, including, but not limted
to, the youth court systemin Mssissippi, the child abuse and
negl ect |laws of M ssissippi, and the inpact of state and federal
welfare reforminitiatives on famly and child welfare services in
M ssi ssi ppi .

(2) The study commttee shall nmake a report of its findings
and recomendations to the Legislature, the Lieutenant Governor
and the Governor before Cctober 1, 2001, for inplenentation in the
2002 Regul ar Session. The report nust include a strategic plan
for allocating funds and resources to prograns relating to famly
and yout h services.

(3) The study commttee shall be conposed of the follow ng

menbers:

(a) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Human
Servi ces;

(b) The State Superintendent of Public Education;
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(c) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Mental Health;

(d) The Executive Director of the D vision of Mdicaid
of the Ofice of the Governor;

(e) The executive director of one (1) regional nental
heal th/retardation center in the state, to be designated by the
State Board of Mental Health;

(f) The Attorney General;

(g) The Director of the Council of Youth Court Judges;

(h) The Chairman of the Senate Commttee on Juvenile
Justi ce;

(i) The Chairman of the House Comm ttee on Juvenile
Justi ce;

(J) The Chairman of the Senate Commttee on Educati on;

(k) The Chairman of the House Comm ttee on Educati on;

(1) The Chairman of the Senate Commttee on Public
Heal th and Wl fare; and

(m The Chairman of the House Conm ttee on Public
Heal th and Welfare.

If any nmenber is unable to attend any neeting of the study
commttee, the nenber may not designate another person to attend
or vote at such neeting. Wthin fifteen (15) days after passage
of this act, on a day to be designated jointly by the Governor,

t he Li eutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the study commttee shall neet and organi ze by
selecting fromits nenbership a chairman and a vice chairman. The
vi ce chai rman shall serve as secretary and shall be responsible
for keeping all records of the study conmttee. A majority of the
menbers of the study commttee shall constitute a quorum Al
menbers shall be notified in witing of all neetings, and such
notices nmust be mailed at |east five (5) days before the date on

which a neeting is to be held.
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(4) Any nenber of the study commttee who is also a state
enpl oyee may not receive per di em conpensation for attending
nmeetings of the study conmttee, but may be reinbursed in
accordance with Section 25-3-41 for m | eage and actual expense
incurred in the performance of their duties, if authorized by
vote, at a neeting of the study commttee, which action shall be
recorded in the official mnutes of the neeting. Legislative
menbers of the study commttee shall be paid fromthe contingent
expense funds of their respective houses in the sane anounts as
provided for commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in
sessi on.

(5) The study committee may accept noney from any source,
public or private, to be expended in inplenenting its duties under
this act.

(6) The study committee may utilize staff enployed by the
agencies affected by this act and any ot her assistance nade
available to it.

(7) Funding for the study conmttee nmay be provided from any
funds that may be appropriated by the Legislature for that
pur pose.

(8) Upon presentation of its report, the study commttee
shal | be dissol ved.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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