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Repr esent ati ve Watson To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1204

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1-107, M SSI SSI PPI CCDE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR THE DESI GNATI ON AS SENI OR JUDGE; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-1-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

9-1-107. (1) Retired Court of Appeals, chancery, circuit or
county court judges or retired Suprene Court Justices * * * who
have served as a judge or justice for at |east eight (8) years and

who are either at |east sixty-tw (62) years of age or are

receiving state retirenent benefits and who desire to be

designated as senior judges of the State of M ssissippi shall file
a certificate for such designation with the Supreme Court. The
certificate shall be in such formas prescribed by the Suprene
Court. The filing of such certificate shall place such judge on
seni or status.

(2) If judges who are placed on senior status are receivVving
retirenment benefits by virtue of the provisions of the Public
Enpl oyees' Retirement Law of 1952, appearing as Sections 25-11-1
t hrough 25-11-139, M ssissippi Code of 1972, such benefits shal
not be reduced in any sum what soever because of being placed on
seni or status or because of service as a special judge, pursuant
to Section 9-1-105, nor shall any sum be deducted as contributions
toward retirenment under such | aw

(3) The Suprene Court shall have the authority to pronul gate
rul es and regul ati ons governing the service and tenure of senior

j udges on senior status, and may renove from senior status any
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j udge who does not conply with the dictates of this statute or
who, wi thout good cause, refuses appoi ntment under Section
9-1-105.

(4) Any person appointed as senior judge on senior status
her eunder shall, for the period of his service as a special judge
pursuant to Section 9-1-105, receive conpensation fromthe state
for each day's service a sumequal to 1/260 of the current salary
in effect for the judicial offices. Any person appointed as a
seni or judge on senior status shall be reinbursed for travel
expenses incurred in the performance of the official duties to
whi ch he may be appoi nted hereunder in the sane manner as ot her
public officials and enpl oyees as provided by Section 25-3-41,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972. Each judge so serving shall nake out an
item zed account of the nunmber of days he in good faith served,
and make affidavit to sane and file it with the Cerk of the
Supreme Court. The said clerk shall issue a certificate show ng
the length of time such senior judge or judges on senior status
served, and the Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration shal
issue its warrant therefor.

(5) During tenure as a senior judge, senior judges shall be
deened active nenbers of the M ssissippi Conference of Judges and
shall be required to satisfy the requirenments of continuing
judi ci al education.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, immedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney General of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anmended and extended.
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