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HOUSE BI LL NO 1191

AN ACT TO CREATE A COUNTY FEEDER ROAD PROGRAM TO BE
ADM NI STERED BY THE STATE Al D ENG NEER;, TO CREATE A SPECI AL FUND
I N THE STATE TREASURY | N VH CH SHALL BE DEPOSI TED MONI ES
APPROPRI ATED BY THE LEQ SLATURE TO ASSI ST COUNTI ES I N THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, RECONSTRUCTI ON AND PAVI NG OF COUNTY ROADS NOT ON THE
STATE Al D ROAD SYSTEM AND BRI DGES NOT | NCLUDED ON THE LOCAL BRI DGE
PROGRAM TO ESTABLI SH A FORMULA FOR ALLOCATI NG AND DI STRI BUTI NG
MONI ES N THE SPECI AL FUND TO COUNTI ES; TO ESTABLI SH CRI TERI A THAT
COUNTI ES MUST MEET I N ORDER TO BE ELI G BLE TO PARTI Cl PATE I N THE
PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

"County Feeder Road Program"
SECTION 2. For the purposes of this act, the term"feeder

road" means a road that is included on the county road system as
desi gnat ed under Section 65-7-4 that (a) is functionally
classified as a local rural road in accordance with policies on
geonetric design of highways and streets adopted and published by
t he American Association of State H ghway and Transportation
Oficials; (b) provides access to the state aid system the
federal aid systemor the designated state highway system and (c)
has an average daily traffic count of four hundred (400) vehicles
or less. The term"feeder road"” includes all drainage related
structures except bridges that are included on the National Bridge
| nspection Inventory maintained by the Ofice of State Aid Road
Construction. The term "feeder road" does not include a road or
hi ghway on the designated state hi ghway system

SECTION 3. (1) There is established a County Feeder Road

Program whi ch shall be adm nistered by the State A d Engi neer for
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t he purpose of assisting the counties of this state in the
construction, reconstruction and paving of feeder roads.

(2) Routes on which projects are perforned under this act
are not eligible for inclusion on the state aid system except in
accordance with the provisions of Section 65-9-1 et seq.

SECTION 4. The County Feeder Road Program shall be

adm nistered by the State Aid Engineer. In admnistering the
program the State Aid Engi neer shall have the foll ow ng powers
and duti es:

(a) To supervise the use of all funds nmade avail abl e
for the purposes of this act for use on feeder roads in the State
of M ssi ssippi;

(b) To allocate to each county that county's share of
all noni es made avail abl e under the provisions of this act but
only when the county has conplied with the provisions of this act
and only when the county is eligible for the allocation of nonies
under the County Feeder Road Program

(c) To keep and conpile records of all expenditures on
feeder roads to which noney is disbursed under the provisions of
this act, which records nust be kept separate and apart from ot her
state aid records;

(d) To approve the construction of feeder roads,

i ncl udi ng roadbeds, grades and drai nage, before authorizing the
rel ease of funds under this act;

(e) To establish such rules and regul ations as the
State Al d Engi neer determ nes as necessary to inplenent the
provi sions of the County Feeder Road Program and

(f) To report to the Legislature, no |ater than January
1 of each year, how nonies in the County Feeder Road Fund created
under Section 5 of this act were spent in each county, what
projects were approved and constructed, the nunber of mles
constructed or inproved and the cost per mle for such

construction and inprovenent.
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SECTION 5. (1) There is created in the State Treasury a

special fund to be known and designated as the "County Feeder Road
Fund." The fund shall be adm nistered by the State A d Engi neer
and shall consist of the nonies deposited therein as provided
under subsection (2) of this section, and such other nonies as the
Legi sl ature designates for deposit therein. Monies in the fund
may be expended by the Ofice of State Ald Road Construction, upon
appropriation by the Legislature, only for the purpose of
constructing, reconstructing and paving, feeder roads as defined
in Section 4 of this act. Unexpended anpunts renmaining in the
special fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the
State CGeneral Fund, and any interest earned on amounts in the
special fund shall be deposited to the credit of the special fund.
The O fice of State Aid Road Construction shall be entitled to

rei mbursenent fromnonies in the fund, upon requisitions therefor
by the State Aid Engineer, for the actual expenses incurred by the
office in admnistering the provisions of this act.

(2) During the 2001 regul ar |egislative session and the
regul ar | egislative session held in each year thereafter, the
Legi sl ature shall appropriate Ten MIlion Dollars ($10, 000, 000. 00)
fromthe State General Fund for deposit into the County Feeder
Road Fund created under subsection (1) of this section.

(3) Mnies in the County Feeder Road Fund shall be allocated
and becone available for distribution to counties in accordance
with the fornula prescribed in Section 6 of this act beginning
January 1, 2002, on a project-by-project basis. Monies in the
County Feeder Road Fund may not be used or expended for any
pur pose except as authorized under this act.

SECTION 6. Fromthe nonies on deposit and credited to the

County Feeder Road Fund created in Section 5 of this act, each
county shall be allocated a percentage of such nonies as they

becone avail abl e, as foll ows:
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(a) One-half (1/2) to be allocated equally anong all of
t he counties; and

(b) One-half (1/2) to be allocated based upon the
proportion that the total nunber of feeder road mles in the
county bears to the total nunber of feeder road mles in al
counties of the state.

SECTION 7. The State Aid Engi neer shall allocate nonies

under the provisions of this act to each county that has net the
requi renents of this act and shall establish specific designs and
standards to be followed by such counties in the construction,
reconstruction and paving of feeder roads. The specific designs
and standards shall be based upon policies on geonetric design of
| ocal rural roads, highways and streets adopted and published by
the American Association of State H ghway and Transportation
Oficials.

SECTION 8. (1) In order for a county to be eligible for the

expenditure of nonies under the County Feeder Road Program a
county must neet the follow ng conditions:

(a) The county has enployed a county engi neer, together
wi th such other technical assistance as is necessary to carry out
the duties of this act, the sane as provided under the provisions
of Section 65-9-15, for its state aid road system and, through its
official mnutes, has authorized the county engineer to perform
t he necessary engi neering services connected with the County
Feeder Road Program The county engineer shall prepare the
necessary plans and designs for all construction projects,
including state aid projects and projects provided under this act.
He al so shall provide engineering supervision for the construction
of such projects and shall approve all estimte paynents nmade on
the projects. Engineering cost for any project perforned under
the County Feeder Road Program nmay be paid fromany funds
all ocated to a county under the program however, the maxi num fee

paid to an engineer fromthe County Feeder Road Fund shall not
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exceed twel ve percent (12% of the final construction cost. No
such cost shall be reinbursed to the county before the letting of
the project; and

(b) The county has presented a plan for the
construction, reconstruction and paving of a feeder road which
pl an has been made and approved by the county engi neer of the
county, show ng the specific road or project to be inproved,
stating the condition of the existing roadbed, drainage and
bri dges and outlining the type of construction or reconstruction
to be nmade and the designs and specifications therefor including
t he paving of the road and the sources of revenue to be used and
the sources and types of material to be used thereon. The plan
shall be presented to the State Aid Engineer for the initial
approval of the beginning of a project to receive nonies.

(2) After the initial approval of the plan and plans as
specified in subsection (1)(b) of this section has been nade by
the State Aid Engi neer, the county may proceed to construct or
reconstruct the road in accordance with the plan, and upon doing
so shall be eligible to receive all funds nade available to the
county to be used exclusively for the paving of the road. The
project may be done either by contract or by using county
equi pnent and enpl oyees. It shall be according to the original
pl an or any amendnents thereto which have been approved by the
State Ald Engi neer. The board may use county equi pnent and
enpl oyees if the construction can be acconplished at a nore
reasonabl e cost than can be achieved by contract.

SECTION 9. Al rights-of-way and adjustnents for utilities

necessary for County Feeder Road Program projects nust be acquired
or performed by the boards of supervisors in the manner provided
by law for the acquisition of rights-of-way, including gift,
purchase, deed, dedication, and em nent domain; however, no part
of the cost of such rights-of-way nay be paid from feeder road

program f unds.
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SECTI ON 10. Contracts for the construction of county feeder

road projects nust be advertised and | et by the board of

supervi sors of the county in the manner required by law. Before
advertising for bids, plans and specifications covering the
proposed work shall be prepared by the county engineer and filed
in the chancery clerk's office of the county. Copies of the plans
and specifications shall be subject to inspection during regular
of fice hours and shall be nade available to all prospective

bi dders upon such terns and conditions as may be required by the
board and its county engi neer.

SECTION 11. Wienever any county fails to expend or obligate

by contract any of the nonies allocated to it under the provisions
of this act, wthin three (3) years after the allocation is nade,
t hen such county shall forfeit and no | onger be entitled to any
part of the nmonies in the County Feeder Road Fund previously
allocated to it; and the bal ance of such nonies previously
allocated to it shall be reallocated pro rata between all other
eligible counties in accordance with the fornula established in
Section 6 of this act.

SECTION 12. The boards of supervisors shall properly

mai ntain all roads constructed under the County Feeder Road
Programin their respective counties. The board and its county
engi neer shall make annual nai ntenance inspections of conpleted
projects to determne if essential maintenance is being carried on
and the board shall record on its official mnutes the
determ nations made from such mai nt enance inspections.

SECTION 13. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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