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To: Juvenile Justice;

Represent ati ve Fl aggs Appropri at i ons

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1109
(As Passed the House)

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE AMER-1 - CAN PI LOT PROGRAM W THI N THE
DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN SERVI CES DI VI SI ON OF YOUTH SERVI CES; TO SET
FORTH THE PURPOSES OF THE PI LOT PROGRAM AND TO REQUI RE THE
DIVISION TO SUBM T A REPORT ON THE EFFECTI VENESS OF THE PROGRAM TO
CERTAI N LEGQ SLATI VE COW TTEES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The Departnent of Human Services, D vision

of Youth Services, shall establish a pilot programto be known as
the "Aner-1-Can Program" The programis designed for youths who
have been conmtted to or are confined in Colunbia or Qakley
Training Schools. The objectives of this program are:

(a) To devel op greater self-esteem assune responsible
attitudes and experience a restructuring of habits and
condi tioni ng processes;

(b) To develop an appreciation of famly nmenbers and an
understanding of the role famly structure has in achieving
successful |iving;

(c) To devel op an understandi ng of the concept of
community and collective responsibility;

(d) To develop a prowess in problemsolving and
decision making that will elimnate many of the difficulties that
were encountered in past experiences;

(e) To develop skills in noney managenent and fi nanci al
stability, thus relieving pressures that have contributed to
previous difficulties;

(f) To devel op communication skills to better express
t houghts and ideas while acquiring an understandi ng of and respect

for the thoughts and ideas of others; and
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(g) To acquire enploynment seeking and retention skills
to inprove chances of long term gainful enploynent.

(2) The Division of Youth Services shall develop policies
and procedures to adm nister the program and shall choose which
youths are eligible to participate in the program

(3) The departnent may accept any funds, public or private,
made available to it for the program

(4) Before Decenber 1, 2002, the Division of Youth Services
shal |l prepare a report on the effectiveness of the pilot program
to be submtted to the chairnmen of the Juvenile Justice Conmmttees
of the House of Representatives and Senate. The report shal
i ncl ude information concerning the nunber of youths ordered to
participate in the programand the rate of recidivismof youths
successfully conpleting the program The departnent shall address
whet her or not the Aner-I-Can Program shoul d becone a pernanent
program and whether or not it should be considered as an
alternative programin each school district.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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