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To: Conservation and Water

Representative Dedeaux Resour ces: Game and Fi sh

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1042

AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW CODE SECTI ON TO ALLOW THE DEPARTMENT
OF ENVI RONMENTAL QUALI TY AND THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES
AND PARKS TO ENTER | NTO COOPERATI VE AGREEMENTS TO CLEAN THE RI VERS
OF THI S STATE;, TO AMEND SECTI ONS 49-2-7, 49-4-8 AND 49-4-9,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The Departnent of Environnental Quality and

the Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks shall enter into
cooperative agreenents to renove dead fish or aninmals,
contam nants or other waste fromany river in this state.

The departnents nmay enter into agreenents with | ocal
agencies, public or private institutions or any person,
corporation or association to receive assistance to inplenent the
provi sions of this section.

(2) Any person found to have caused the dead fish or animal,
contam nants or other waste to be in any river of the state shal
be liable for all costs incurred in renoving such debris fromthe
river.

SECTION 2. Section 49-2-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

49-2-7. The Departnent of Environmental Quality shall be the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnment of Natural Resources with the exception of
the Ofice of Parks and Recreation, and shall retain all powers
and duties granted by law to the M ssissippi Departnent of Natural
Resources with the exception of the Ofice of Parks and
Recreation, and wherever the term "M ssissippi Departnent of
Nat ural Resources"” appears in any |law the sane shall nean the

Departnent of Environnental Quality. The Executive Director of

H B. No. 1042 *HR40/R1414* Gl/ 2
01/ HR40/ R1414
PAGE 1 (PBR\ BD)



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61

t he Departnent of Environmental Quality may assign to the
appropriate offices any powers and duties deened appropriate to
carry out the |awful duties of the departnent.

The departnent shall be conposed of the follow ng offices:

(a) Ofice of Geology and Energy Resources;
(b) Ofice of Land and Water Resources; and
(c) Ofice of Pollution Control.

Each office shall be conposed of the admi nistrative units set
forth in the consolidation plan adopted by the comm ssion, subject
to changes by the executive director, with approval of the
comm ssion, as hereinafter set forth.

The departnent is designated as the single state departnent
to receive and expend any federal funds being received or expended
by any agency transferred to the departnent by Chapter 484, Laws
of 1978, and to receive and expend any federal funds nade
avai lable for matters within the jurisdiction of the departnent.

The departnent shall be responsible for conserving, managing,
devel opi ng and protecting the natural resources of the State of
M ssissippi within the jurisdiction of the departnent, wth the
exception of functions of the Ofice of Recreation and Parks. The
departnent shall coordinate all functions of state governnent
related to natural resources within the jurisdiction of the
departnment. The departnent shall not exercise any of its
authority or powers granted under the provisions of this section
in a manner which woul d be inconsistent with the provisions of
Section 29-1-1.

The departnent is authorized to enter into cooperative

agreenents with the Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks to

clean any river in the state.

SECTION 3. Section 49-4-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:
49-4-8. The Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks

shall have the follow ng powers and duties:
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(a) To conserve, nmanage, develop and protect the
wildlife of the State of M ssissippi.

(b) To take charge and have full jurisdiction and
control over all state parks.

(c) To cooperate with other entities and agencies in
devel opi ng and i npl enenting such plans as necessary for the
conservation, protection, beautification and inprovenent of the
quality of the environment and living natural resources.

(d) To enter into cooperative agreenents with the

Departnent of Environnental Quality to clean any river in this

state.

SECTION 4. Section 49-4-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

49-4-9. Effective July 1, 1979, the Departnent of Wldlife,
Fi sheries and Parks shall have the follow ng powers and duti es:

(a) To formulate the policy of the departnent regarding
wildlife and fisheries within the jurisdiction of the departnent;

(b) To apply for, receive and expend any federal or
state funds or contributions, gifts, devises, bequests or funds
from any ot her source;

(c) To comm ssion or conduct studies designed to
determ ne alternative nethods of managi ng and conserving the
wildlife and fisheries resources of this state in a manner to
insure efficiency and sustained productivity;

(d) To receive the advice and counsel of the advisory
comm ttees created for the Division of Parks and Recreation and
the Division of WIldlife and Fisheries; and

(e) To enter into cooperative agreenents with the

Departnent of Environnental Quality to clean any river in this

state.
(f) To discharge such other duties, responsibilities
and powers as are necessary to inplenent the provisions of this

chapter.
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SECTI ON 5.

Section 1 of this act shall be codified in

Chapter 49, Title 4, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTI ON 6.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2001.
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ST: Waterways; allow certain departnments to form
cooperative agreenments to clean rivers.



