M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By: Representative Mal one To: Penitentiary; Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 989

AN ACT TO CREATE A SPECI AL SCHOOL DI STRI CT AT THE WALNUT
GROVE YOUTH CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY; TO DESCRI BE THE EDUCATI ONAL
PROGRAM AND CURRI CULUM THAT MJUST BE MADE AVAI LABLE THROUGH THE
SCHOOL DI STRI CT; TO PROVI DE THAT THE SCHOOL BOARD OF THE SCHOCL
DI STRICT SHALL BE THE WALNUT GROVE CORRECTI ONAL AUTHORI TY; TO
REQUI RE THE SCHOOL BQARD TO APPO NT A SUPERI NTENDENT FOR THE
SCHOOL DI STRI CT; TO REQUI RE THE SCHOCL BOARD AND THE STATE BOARD
OF EDUCATI ON TO ESTABLI SH A FUNDI NG METHODOLOGY FOR THE SPECI AL
SCHOOL DI STRI CT WHI CH REFLECTS THE UNI QUE EDUCATI ONAL NEEDS W THI N
10 THE CORRECTI ONAL FACI LITY;, TO PROVI DE FOR THE EMPLOYMENT AND
11  COVPENSATI ON OF TEACHERS EMPLOYED BY THE DI STRI CT; AND FOR RELATED
12 PURPCSES.

13 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

©CoOoO~NOUIT~WNE

14 SECTION 1. There is created a special school district to be

15 located on the canpus of the Wal nut G ove Youth Correctional

16 Facility operated under contract with the M ssissippi Departnent
17 of Corrections. The purpose of the school district is to neet the
18 educational needs of the juvenile offenders housed in the facility
19 by providing each student with an opportunity to devel op

20 educational, vocational and living skills.

21 SECTION 2. (1) The program of education at the speci al

22 school district nmust be designed to neet each student's individual
23 educational needs, regardless of the student's grade level. The
24 school district shall prepare a witten |Individual Education

25 Program (I EP) for each student.

26 (2) The special school district nmust neet appropriate State
27 Departnent of Education accreditation standards, as determ ned by
28 the State Board of Education. The district shall offer the same
29 curriculumfor Kindergarten through Grade 12 and speci al education
30 classes as required by the State Board of Education for other

31 local school districts. |In addition, training in the follow ng
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areas nust be included in the school

conputer literacy;

al cohol educati on;

(3) The school district

and physi cal

wor kpl ace readi ness;

shal |

district'

educati on.

provi de a

s curricul um

life skills; drug and

program of gener al

educati onal devel opnent (GED) preparatory instruction, which

program nust be adm nistered in conpliance with the rules and

regul ati ons established for such prograns under Sections 37-35-1

t hrough 37-35-11 and by the State Board for Comrunity and Juni or

Col | eges. The school

district may adm nister the General

Educati onal Devel opnent (GED) Testing Program under the policies

and guidelines of the GED Testing Service of the American Counci

on Education. Upon a determ nation by the school district that it

is in a student's best

preparatory instruction,

student to the GED program

(4) The school district,

t he school

interest for that student to receive GED

district shall assign the

inits discretion, may authori ze

post secondary academ c or vocationa

courses,

offered to students in the correctional facil

awar ded a hi gh schoo

or both, to be

ty who have been

di pl oma or CGED equival ent. However, no

state funds nmay be expended to provide such course offerings

unl ess the educati onal

have been fully funded.

SECTI ON 3.

prograns for

Ki ndergarten through G ade 12

The school board of the special school district

shall be the Wal nut G ove Correctional Author

rel ati onshi p between the correctional
of the school district,
the sane as that between other

and the State Board of Educati on.

t he sane powers,

Title 37, M ssissipp

of the State Board of

SECTI ON 4.

| ocal

ty. The

authority, as school board

and the State Board of Education shall be

school boards in the state

The school

board shall exercise

duties and responsibilities prescribed under

Education for all |ocal

Code of 1972, and by rules and regul ations

school boards.

(1) There is established the position of

superintendent of the special
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be filled by the appointnment of the Wal nut G ove Correctional

Aut hority, as school board of the school district. The school

di strict superintendent shall be directly responsible to, and
shall serve at the will and pleasure of, the school board. The
superintendent nust possess the qualifications required of al
school district superintendents under Section 37-9-13 and any
other qualifications that may be specified by the school board or
State Board of Educati on.

(2) The relationship between the school district
superintendent and correctional authority, as school board of the
school district, and the State Board of Education shall be the
sane as that between other appointed school district
superintendents and their respective school boards and the State
Board of Education. The superintendent shall exercise the sanme
powers, duties and responsibilities prescribed under Title 37,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, and by rules and regul ati ons of the
State Board of Education for all school district superintendents.
(3) The school district superintendent shall have the

general responsibility for adm nistering and supervising the
educational progranms of the special school district. In addition,
t he superintendent shall have the specific duty of submtting the
school district's annual educational budget recommendations, as
adopted in final formby the school board, to the State Board of
Education. The budget nust be based on any funds available to the
school district for educational purposes.

SECTI ON 5. The school board and the State Board of Educati on

shal |l establish jointly a funding nethodol ogy for the speci al
school district which reflects the uni que educational needs of the
students housed in the correctional facility. The funding nust be
sufficient to enploy at |least one (1) licensed teacher for each
fifteen (15) students in the special school district. Funding for
t he educational prograns shall be by appropriation of the

Legi slature specifically for the educational prograns at the
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98 V&l nut Gove Youth Correctional Facility, and those funds may not
99 be used for any other purpose at that facility or any other

100 facility operated under contract with or by the M ssissipp

101 Departnent of Corrections.

102 SECTION 6. The school board and superintendent shal

103 establish a salary schedule for teachers enployed by the speci al
104 school district, with consideration given to the uni que

105 educational environment of the school district within a

106 correctional facility. Al teachers enployed by the district nust
107 possess a license to teach issued by the State Departnent of

108 Education. Teachers and other |icensed personnel enployed by the
109 district shall be eligible to participate in the State and School
110 Enpl oyees Life and Health I nsurance Plan and the Public Enpl oyees
111 Retirement System

112 SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from
113 and after July 1, 2001.
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