M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By:

© (00} ~ (o)} o h~rwWNBE

N DN N D N N MDD P P PP Pk kPR
~N~ o o~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ wN -+, O

Represent ati ve Ward To: Public UWilities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 984

AN ACT TO PROH BI T TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS COVPANI ES AND ANCI LLARY
SERVI CE PROVI DERS FROM Bl LLI NG CONSUVERS FOR ADDI Tl ONAL
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS SERVI CES OR OTHER GOODS OR SERVI CES THAT HAVE
NOT' BEEN AUTHORI ZED BY THE CONSUMER; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) As used in this section, the foll ow ng words

and phrases have the neanings ascribed in this subsection unless
the context clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Ancillary service provider" neans a person who
provi des goods or services other than, or in addition to,
t el econmuni cations services to consuners and bills consuners
t hrough a | ong-di stance tel econmuni cati ons servi ce provider or
| ocal tel ecomunications conpany.

(b) "Consunmer" neans a person to whomis assigned in
the State of M ssissippi a telephone |ine and correspondi ng
t el ephone nunber.

(c) "Telecommunications conpany” neans a public utility
of the type defined in Section 77-3-3(d)(iii).

(2) A telecomunications conmpany may not initiate or bil

addi tional telecomrunications services that are not required to be
of fered by the Public Service Conm ssion and which a consuner has
not authorized or requested specifically. A consunmer may not be
required to pay for any additional services that the consuner did
not authorize or request. |If a charge is assessed on a per-use
basis for a service described in this subsection and the consuner
notifies the providing tel ecommunications conpany that the

consuner did not utilize the service or authorize the utilization
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of the service, the tel ecomunications conpany nust initiate a
refund of the charge or apply a credit in an anount equal to the
charge to the consuner’'s next nonthly bill

(3) An ancillary service provider may not charge a consuner
t hrough the consuner's tel econmunications bill for goods or
services without the consuner's authorization to acquire the goods
or services. A consuner may not be required to pay for any goods
or services that are provided by an ancillary service provider and
whi ch the consuner did not authorize or request specifically. If
t he consuner paid for any goods or services that the consuner did
not authorize or request, the ancillary service provider nust
refund to the consuner an anount equal to all charges paid to the
ancillary service provider by that consunmer. The consuner nay
recover attorney fees and costs incurred in obtaining a refund
fromthe ancillary service provider.

(4) A telecomunications conpany or ancillary service
provi der may not use a sweepstakes, contest or drawing entry form
as authorization to add or change tel econmuni cati ons services or
ot her goods or services to a consuner's tel ephone bill

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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