M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

To: Public Health and

By: Representatives Espy, Holland, Scott Vel fare: Appropriations
(80t h)
HOUSE BI LL NO. 939

1 AN ACT TO CREATE NEW SECTI ON 43-13-115.1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF

2 1972, AND TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-86-15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO

3 PROVI DE FOR PRESUWPTI VE ELI A BILITY FOR CH LDREN FOR COVERED

4  SERVI CES AND BENEFI TS UNDER THE MEDI CAl D PROGRAM AND THE

5 CHI LDREN S HEALTH | NSURANCE PROGRAM (CHI P); TO PROVI DE THAT A

6 CH LD WLL BE PRESUMPTI VELY ELI G BLE I F A QUALI FI ED ENTI TY

7 DETERM NES THAT THE FAM LY I NCOVE OF THE CHI LD DOES NOT EXCEED THE

8 APPLI CABLE LEVEL OF ELI A BILITY UNDER THE MEDI CAI D OR CHI P PLAN,

9 TO SPECI FY THE PERI OD DURI NG VHI CH A CHI LD WLL BE PRESUVPTI VELY
10 ELIGBLE; TO PROVIDE THAT A CH LD WLL BE ELId BLE TO RECEI VE ALL
11 COVERED BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES UNDER THE APPLI CABLE PROGRAM FOR THE
12 PERI OD DURING WHI CH THE CHI LD IS PRESUMPTI VELY ELI d BLE; TO
13 PROVIDE THAT IF A CHI LD IS DETERM NED TO BE PRESUMPTI VELY
14 ELIG BLE, THE CHI LD S PARENT, GUARDI AN OR CARETAKER RELATI VE MJST
15 SUBM T A COVPLETED APPLI CATI ON FOR ASSI STANCE UNDER THE APPLI CABLE
16 PROGRAM NO LATER THAN THE LAST DAY OF THE MONTH FOLLOW NG THE
17 MONTH IN WHI CH PRESUMPTI VE ELIABILITY IS DETERM NED;, TO REQUI RE
18 THE DI VI SION OF MEDI CAID AND THE CHI P ADM NI STERI NG AGENCY TO
19 PROVI DE QUALI FI ED ENTI TIES W TH SUCH FORMS AS ARE NECESSARY FOR AN
20 APPLI CATION TO BE MADE ON BEHALF OF A CHI LD FOR ELIABILITY FOR
21 THE APPLI CABLE PROGRAM AND TO MAKE THOSE APPLI CATI ON FORMS AND
22 THE APPLI CATI ON PROCESS | TSELF AS SI MPLE AS PCSSI BLE; AND FOR
23 RELATED PURPOCSES.

24 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
25 SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

26 43-13-115.1, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27 43-13-115.1. (1) There will be presunptive eligibility

28 under this article for children under nineteen (19) years of age,
29 in accordance with the follow ng provisions:

30 (a) Achild will be deenmed to be presunptively eligible
31 for covered benefits and services under this article if a

32 qualified entity as defined under federal |aw (42 USCS Section

33 1396r-1la) deternmines, on the basis of prelimnary information,

34 that the famly incone of the child does not exceed the applicable
35 incone level of eligibility under the state Medicaid plan.

H B. No. 939 *HR40/R1038* Gl/ 2
01/ HR40/ R1038
PAGE 1 (RF\BD)



36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

(b) Achild will be presunptively eligible under this
article fromthe date that the qualified entity determ nes that
the child is presunptively eligible until the earlier of either:

(1) The date on which a determnation is nade with
respect to the eligibility of the child for covered benefits and
services under this article, or

(i1i) The last day of the nmonth follow ng the nonth
in which presunptive eligibility is determned, if an application
has not been filed on behalf of the child by that day.

(c) For the period during which a child is
presunptively eligible under this article, the child will be
eligible to receive all covered benefits and services under this
article.

(d)y If achildis determned to be presunptively
eligible under this article, the child s parent, guardi an or
caretaker relative nust submt a conpleted application for
Medi cai d assistance no |later than the |ast day of the nonth
following the nonth in which presunptive eligibility is
determ ned. The qualified entity shall informthe parent,
guardi an or caretaker relative of this requirenent at the tine the
qualified entity makes the determ nation of presunptive
eligibility.

(e) The qualified entity shall notify the Division of
Medi caid of the determ nation of presunptive eligibility within
five (5) working days after the date on which the determ nation is
made.

(f) The Division of Medicaid shall provide qualified
entities with such forns as are necessary for an application to be
made on behalf of a child for eligibility under this article. The
Di vision of Medicaid shall make those application forns and the
application process itself as sinple as possible. The D vision of
Medi caid shall coordinate its forns and application process with

those of the adm nistering agency for the Children's Health
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| nsurance Program (Section 41-86-1 et seq.) so that they will be
as uni form as possi bl e.

SECTION 2. Section 41-86-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

41-86-15. (1) Persons eligible to receive covered benefits
under Sections 41-86-5 through 41-86-17 shall be | owincone
children who neet the eligibility standards set forth in the plan.
Any person who is eligible for benefits under the M ssissipp
Medi cai d Law, Section 43-13-101 et seq., shall not be eligible to
recei ve benefits under Sections 41-86-5 through 41-86-17. A
person who is without insurance coverage at the tinme of
application for the program and who neets the other eligibility
criteria in the plan shall be eligible to receive covered benefits
under the program if federal approval is obtained to allow
eligibility wwth no waiting period of being w thout insurance
coverage. |If federal approval is not obtained for the preceding
provi sion, the Division of Medicaid shall seek federal approval to
alloweligibility after the shortest waiting period of being
Wi t hout insurance coverage for which approval can be obtained.
After federal approval is obtained to alloweligibility after a
certain waiting period of being w thout insurance coverage, a
person who has been w thout insurance coverage for the approved
wai ting period and who neets the other eligibility criteria in the
pl an shall be eligible to receive covered benefits under the
program |If the plan includes any waiting period of being w thout
i nsurance coverage before eligibility, the State and School
Enpl oyees Heal th I nsurance Managenent Board shall adopt
regul ations to provide exceptions to the waiting period for
famlies who have | ost insurance coverage for good cause or
through no fault of their own.

(2) The eligibility of children for covered benefits under

the program shall be determ ned annually by the sane agency or
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entity that determnes eligibility under Section 43-13-115(9) and
shal |l cover twelve (12) continuous nonths under the program

(3) There will be presunptive eligibility under this chapter

for children under nineteen (19) years of age, in accordance with

the foll ow ng provisions:

(a) Achild will be deened to be presunptively eligible

for covered benefits and services under this chapter if a

qualified entity as defined under federal |aw (42 USCS Section

1396r-1a) determ nes, on the basis of prelimnary information,

that the famly incone of the child does not exceed the applicable

incone |evel of eligibility under the plan.

(b) Achild will be presunptively eligible under this

chapter fromthe date that the qualified entity determ nes that

the child is presunptively eligible until the earlier of either:

(i) The date on which a determination is nmade with

respect to the eligibility of the child for covered benefits and

services under this chapter, or

(ii) The last day of the nonth follow ng the nonth

in which presunptive eligibility is determned, if an application

has not been filed on behalf of the child by that day.

(c) For the period during which a child is

presunptively eligible under this chapter, the child will be

eligible to receive all covered benefits and services under this

chapter.
(d)y If achildis determned to be presunptively

eligible under this chapter, the child s parent, guardi an or

caretaker relative nust submt a conpleted application for

assi stance under the programno |ater than the | ast day of the

nonth followi ng the nonth in which presunptive eligibility is

determned. The qualified entity shall informthe parent,

guardi an or caretaker relative of this requirenent at the tine the

gualified entity makes the determ nation of presunptive

eligibility.
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(e) The qualified entity shall notify the adm ni stering

agency of the determnation of presunptive eligibility within five

(5) working days after the date on which the determnation is

made.

(f) The adm nistering agency shall provide qualified

entities with such forns as are necessary for an application to be

made on behalf of a child for eligibility under this chapter. The

adm ni stering agency shall nake those application forns and the

application process itself as sinple as possible. The

adm ni stering agency shall coordinate its forns and application

process with those of the Division of Medicaid so that they wll

be as uniform as possible.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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