M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By: Representatives Fornby, Barbour, To:  Apportionnent and
Canmeron, Chism Davis, Fillingane, Jennings, B ections

Mast erson, Montgonery (74th), N chol son

Robertson, Snowden, Lott

HOUSE BI LL NO. 934

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-541, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
2 TO REQUI RE | DENTI FI CATI ON OF ELECTORS BEFORE VOII NG TO REQUI RE

3 ELECTORS TO SHOW A DRI VER S LI CENSE, AN | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD | SSUED
4 BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY OR OTHER FORM OF LEGAL

5 | DENTI FI CATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. Section 23-15-541, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as follows:

9 23-15-541. At all elections, the polls shall be opened at

10 seven o'clock in the norning and be kept open until seven o' clock
11 in the evening and no | onger. Upon the opening of the polls, and
12 not before, the managers of the election shall designate tw (2)
13 of their nunber, other than the manager previously designated to
14 receive the blank ballots, who shall * * * be known respectively
15 as the initialing manager and the alternate initialing nmanager.

16 The alternate initialing nmanager, in the absence of the initialing
17 manager, shall performall of the duties and undertake all of the
18 responsibilities of the initialing manager. Wen any person

19 entitled to vote shall appear to vote, the managers shall identify
20 the voter, in the presence and view of the bystanders, by
21 requiring the voter to submt a valid M ssissippi driver's
22 license, an identification card issued by the Departnent of Public
23 Safety, a voter registration card, a Medicaid or Medicare card,
24 health insurance card, tax receipt or other identification card or
25 by conparison with the descriptive informati on on the poll book or
26 by having a person fromthe precinct vouch for the person's
27 identification; and then that person * * * shall * * * sign his
28 nane in a receipt book or booklet provided for that purpose and to
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be used at that election only and the recei pt book or bookl et

shall be used in lieu of the list nade by the managers or clerks

which lists the voters who have voted fornmerly * * * ; whereupon

and not before, the initialing manager or, in his absence, the
alternate initialing manager shall indorse his initials on the
back of an official blank ballot, prepared in accordance with | aw,
and at such place on the back of the ballot that the initials my
be seen after the ballot has been marked and fol ded, and when so

i ndorsed he shall deliver it to the voter, which ballot the voter
shall mark in the manner provided by | aw, which when done the
voter shall deliver the sane to the initialing manager or, in his
absence, to the alternate initialing manager, in the presence of
the others, and the nmanager shall see that the ballot so delivered
bears on the back thereof the genuine initials of the initialing
manager, or alternate initialing nmanager, and if so, but not
otherwi se, the ballot shall be put into the ballot box; and when
so done one (1) of the managers or a duly appointed clerk shal
make the proper entry on the poll book. |If the voter is unable to
wite his name on the recei pt book, a manager or clerk shall note
on the back of the ballot that it was receipted for by his
assi st ance.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, immedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney General of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anmended and extended.
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