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Repr esent ati ve Watson To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 873

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 93-21-15, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE PROVI SI ONS REGARDI NG PROTECTI VE ORDERS | N DOVESTI C ABUSE
CASES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 93-21-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

93-21-15. (1) The chancery court shall be enpowered to
grant any protective order or approve any consent agreement to
bri ng about a cessation of abuse of the petitioner, any m nor
children, or any person alleged to be inconpetent, which relief
may i ncl ude:

(a) Directing the defendant to refrain from abusing the
petitioner, any mnor children, or any person alleged to be
i nconpet ent ;

(b) Ganting possession to the petitioner of the
resi dence or household to the exclusion of the defendant by
evicting the defendant and/or restoring possession to the
petitioner;

(c) Wen the defendant has a duty to support the
petitioner, any mnor children, or any person alleged to be
i nconpetent living in the residence or househol d and the defendant
is the sole owner or |essee, granting possession to the petitioner
of the residence or household to the exclusion of the defendant by
evicting the defendant and/or restoring possession to the
petitioner, or by consent agreenent allow ng the defendant to

provi de suitable, alternate housing;
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(d) Awarding tenporary custody of and/or establishing
tenporary visitation rights with regard to any mnor children or
any person alleged to be inconpetent;

(e) If the defendant is legally obligated to support
the petitioner, any mnor children, or any person alleged to be
i nconpetent, ordering the defendant to pay tenporary support for
the petitioner, any mnor children, or any person alleged to be
i nconpet ent ;

(f) Odering the defendant to pay to the abused person
nonetary conpensation for |osses suffered as a direct result of
t he abuse, including, but not limted to, nedical expenses
resulting fromsuch abuse, |oss of earnings or support,
out - of - pocket | osses for injuries sustained, noving expenses, a
reasonabl e attorney's fee, and/or ordering counseling or
prof essional nedical treatnment for the defendant and/or the abused
person; and

(g) Prohibiting the transferring, encunbering, or
ot herwi se di sposing of property nutually owned or |eased by the
parties, except when in the ordinary course of business.

(2) (a) The court is prohibited fromissuing nutual orders

of protection. This does not preclude the court fromissuing

separate orders of protection agai nst donestic viol ence where each

party conplied with the filing provisions of section 93-21-9.

Conpliance with the provisions of this section cannot be waived.

(b) The fact that a separate order of protection is

granted to each opposing party shall not be legally sufficient to

deny any renedy to either party or to prove that the parties are

equally at fault or equally endangered.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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