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Represent ative Ford To: \Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 449

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-35-504, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER FROM JULY 1, 2001, TO JULY 1,
2002, ON THE PRCHI Bl TI ON AGAI NST THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE
M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY MAKI NG A COVMMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT TO A COUNTY OR MJUNI Cl PALI TY FOR | MPROVEMENTS TO AN
EXI STI NG PUBLI C WATER SYSTEM UNLESS THE SYSTEM | S VI ABLE OR MAY
BECOME VI ABLE AS A RESULT OF THE GRANT OR AN EXTREME EMERGENCY
EXI STS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 43-35-504, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

43-35-504. (1) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2) of

this section, the Executive Director of the M ssissipp

Devel opnent Authority shall not award a conmunity devel opnent

bl ock grant to any county or nunicipality for the purpose of
maki ng i nmprovenents, including expansions, rehabilitation or
repair, to an existing public water system unless that systemis

determ ned to be viable. The M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority

may require any applicant for which a determnation of viability
is required under this section to submt information deened
necessary by the executive director for that determnation. A
prelimnary determnation of viability shall be nade by the

Executive Director of the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority

followi ng receipt of a witten recomendation on viability from
the State Health O ficer and the Executive Director of the Public
Uilities Staff. The recommendation of the State Health O ficer
and the Executive Director of the Public Uilities Staff shall be

based on information received fromthe M ssissippi Devel opnent

Aut hority and any other information available to the State
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Departnent of Health or Public Uilities Staff, as applicable.
The State Departnment of Health and the Public Utilities Staff

shal | assist the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority in devel oping

appropriate fornms as required for inplenentation of this section.
(b) Wthin five (5) days followng a prelimnary
determ nation that a public water systemis not viable by the

Executive Director of the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority, the

executive director shall provide witten notice by certified mail,
return receipt requested to the owner or president of the board of
the system and the governing authority of the applicant. The
notice shall contain the reasons for the determ nation of
nonviability. The owner or president of the board of the system
may appeal the prelimnary determnation to the Executive Director

of the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority, who shall make a final

det erm nati on

(2) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Devel opnent

Aut hority may award a community devel opnent bl ock grant to any
county or nunicipality for the purpose of making inprovenents,

i ncl udi ng expansions, rehabilitation or repair, to an existing
public water system if after receipt of a witten reconmendati on
fromthe State Health O ficer and the Executive Director of the

Public Uilities Staff, the Executive Director of the M ssissipp

Devel opnent Authority makes a final determnation that the public

wat er system nmay becone viable as the result of the grant award.

The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority

may al so award a grant if an extrene enmergency exists. In making

a grant award, the Executive Director of the M ssissipp

Devel opnent Authority may inpose any conditions on the grant

deened necessary after consultation with the State Health O ficer
and the Executive Director of the Public Uilities Staff,
including, but not limted to, interconnection wth another

exi sting systemor satellite or contract nanagenent.
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(3) This section shal

2002.
SECTI ON 2.

be repealed fromand after July 1,

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2001.
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ST:  Community devel opnent bl ock grants for water

syst ens;

extend repeal er for one year.



