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Representatives O ark, Montgonery (15th) 'o- Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 396

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO AWARD
H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVAS AND HONORARY ElI GHTH GRADE CERTI FI CATES OF
COMPLETI ON TO WORLD WAR || AND KOREAN CONFLI CT VETERANS WHO WERE
UNABLE TO COVPLETE THEI R EDUCATI ON DUE TO THEI R M LI TARY SERVI CE
TO REQUI RE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP A UNI FORM
APPLI CATI ON FOR THE DI PLOVA AND CERTI FI CATE; TO ENCOURAGE THE
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO PROVI DE APPROPRI ATE RECOGNI TI ON | N
AVWARDI NG DI PLOVAS AND CERTI FI CATES TO VETERANS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The State Board of Education nmay award a

standard hi gh school diploma in the formprescribed by the board
to veterans of World War Il and the Korean Conflict who were
unabl e to conplete their high school curriculumdue to their
mlitary service. The diploma is available to any honorably

di scharged veteran residing in M ssissippi who, as a ninth, tenth,
el eventh or twel fth grade student, was schedul ed to graduate

bet ween 1941 and 1955 but was inducted into mlitary service
before conpleting the necessary graduation requirenents. Fanmly
menbers of deceased eligible veterans may apply for the diploma to
be awarded post hunously.

(2) (a) The State Board of Education may award an honorary
ei ghth grade certificate of conpletion to veterans of World War |
and the Korean Conflict who were unable to conplete their primry
school curriculumdue to their mlitary service. The certificate
is available to any honorably discharged veteran residing in
M ssi ssi ppi who, as a student in a grade |ower than the ninth

grade, was inducted into mlitary service before conpleting the
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veteran's primary education. Famly nenbers of deceased eligible
veterans may apply for the certificate to be awarded post hunously.

(b) The State Board of Education shall design an
honorary eighth grade certificate of conpletion specifically for
veterans who are eligible for the certificate under this section.

(3) The State Board of Education shall develop a uniform

application for persons seeking a di ploma under subsection (1) or
an honorary eighth grade certificate of conpletion under
subsection (2) of this section. The application shall request no
| ess than the follow ng information:

(a) The veteran's nane, social security nunber and date
of birth;

(b) The last year the veteran was in school and the
veteran's grade | evel during that year;

(c) The year the veteran left school to enter World Var
Il or the Korean Conflict;

(d) The year the veteran woul d have graduated from high

school ;

(e) The nane and | ocation of the school attended,

(f) The date of the veteran's enlistnent or draft;

(g) The veteran's service nunber;

(h) The veteran's date of honorabl e di scharge;

(i) A copy of the veteran's DD-214 form if avail able;
and

(j) Any other information deened relevant by the State
Board of Educati on.

The State Board of Education shall provide the State Veterans
Affairs Board, |ocal school districts and county departnents of
human services with copies of the uniform application.

(3) A person may request an application froma | ocal school
district, any county departnent of human services, the State
Department of Education or the State Veterans Affairs Board.

Conpl eted applications for a diploma or certificate may be
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submtted to the State Board of Education. Upon verifying the
information contained in the application, including verifying the
veteran's mlitary service information with the State Veterans
Affairs Board, and determ ning the veteran's eligibility for
ei ther the standard hi gh school diploma or honorary eighth grade
certificate of conpletion, the State Board of Education nay award
the diploma or certificate to the veteran

(4) The State Board of Education is encouraged to provide
appropriate recognition, which may include special cerenonies, to
vet erans who are awarded hi gh school diplomas or eighth grade
certificates of conpletion under this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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