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Represent ati ve Reeves To:  Education

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO 298

AN ACT TO REQUI RE ALL I NSTRUCTI ON, TEXTBOOKS AND TEACHI NG
MATERI ALS I N THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS TO BE DELI VERED TO STUDENTS | N THE
STANDARD ENGLI SH LANGUAGE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) (a) The Legislature finds and decl ares t hat

t he English |l anguage is the national public |anguage of the United
States of Anmerica and the official |anguage of the State of

M ssissippi. In addition, the Legislature finds and decl ares t hat
the English | anguage is spoken by the vast mgjority of M ssissipp
residents and is the | eading world | anguage for science,

technol ogy and international business, thereby being the | anguage
of econom c opportunity. The Legislature further finds and

decl ares that the public schools of the state have an obligation
to provide the children of M ssissippi, regardless of their
ethnicity or national origins, with the skills necessary to becone
productive nmenbers of our society: of those skills, literacy in

t he English | anguage is anong the nost inportant.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that al
children in Mssissippi public schools shall be taught the English
| anguage by, anong ot her neans, being taught in English.

(2) In order to enable all public school children to becone
proficient in speaking, reading and witing the English | anguage,
all public school instruction, textbooks and teaching materials
must be delivered to students in the standard English | anguage.
Exenpted fromthe requirenents of this subsection are: (a)
forei gn | anguage courses that have the specific objective of

teachi ng students a | anguage ot her than the English | anguage; and
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(b) English | anguage | earner instruction that provides students
who do not speak English or whose native | anguage is not English
with a transition to the English | anguage while giving students
the opportunity to learn utilizing any avail abl e and appropriate
resour ces.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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