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Representative Lott To:  Education

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 52

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOCL DI STRICTS TO ESTABLI SH A
VOCATI ONAL APPRENTI CESHI P PROGRAM THROUGH VWHI CH STUDENTS MAY
RECEI VE CREDI TS TONRD GRADUATI ON FOR VOCATI ONAL EXPERI ENCE; TO
PROVI DE THAT STUDENTS I N THE VOCATI ONAL APPRENTI CESHI P PROGRAM
SHALL BE REQUI RED TO COVWPLETE THE CORE CURRI CULUM DEFI NED BY THE
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AND NMAY EARN ADDI TI ONAL CREDI TS FOR
PARTI Cl PATI ON | N THE VOCATI ONAL APPRENTI CESHI P; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The school board of a |ocal school district,

inits discretion, may establish and inpl enent a vocati onal
apprenticeship programin the high schools in that district

t hrough whi ch students may earn high school units for vocationa
experience as an alternative to those high school units required
by the school district in addition to the core curricul um defi ned
by the State Board of Education. The purpose of a vocational
apprenticeshi p program established pursuant to this section shal
be to provide those students wth skills and training that wll

| ead to gainful enploynent in a trade or other specialized

vocati on.

(2) Students who participate in the vocationa
apprenticeship programshall be required to conplete all high
school units conprising the core curriculum as defined by the
State Board of Education. |In addition, a student in the
vocati onal apprenticeship program may be awarded credit for an
addi tional eight (8) high school units earned through the
vocati onal apprenticeship program which units shall apply toward,
and nust be recognized by the State Board of Education in
fulfillment of, the local school district's graduation
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requirements. Units may be awarded in the vocationa

apprenticeshi p program whereby a student gains actual work

experience through enploynent in a job approved by the |ocal

school district.

The | ocal

school district shall adopt policies

governing the participation of students in the vocational

apprenti ceshi p program

(3) Students successfully conpleting a vocationa

apprenticeshi p program established pursuant to this section are

entitled to a di plom evidencing graduation froma high school in

M ssi ssi ppi .
SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2001.
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