M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE TH RD EXTRACRDI NARY SESSI ON 2000

By:

Har den, Jackson, Walls, To: Rules

Jordan, Little

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 3

1 A RESOLUTI ON COVWMENDI NG THE LI FE AND ACCOWVPLI SHVENTS OF

2 REPRESENTATI VE JI MY THORNTON AND EXPRESSI NG DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO

3 H'S FAMLY AND FRIENDS UPON HI S PASSI NG

4

5 VWHEREAS, Representative Jimry Thornton, born August 26, 1932,

6 in Leland, M ssissippi, departed this |life on Novenber 4, 2000,

7 causing great loss and sorrowto his famly, l|egislative

8 coll eagues and many friends; and

9 VWHEREAS, Representative Thornton dedi cated ei ght years of

10 service to the people of District 50 of the M ssissippi House of
11 Representatives, which includes Bolivar and Washi ngt on Counti es,
12 by serving with honor and distinction as a nenber of the

13 Apportionnment and El ections, Investigation of State Ofices, OI,
14 Gas and Other Mnerals, Penitentiary and Transportation

15 Conmttees; and

16 VWHEREAS, Representative Thornton attended Col eman Hi gh School
17 and Wendell Phillip High in Chicago and furthered his education at
18 Arkansas AM & N College in Pine Bluff, where he received a degree
19 in Industrial Arts and al so conpl eted barber school; and

20 VWHEREAS, Representative Thornton, a philanthropist and avid
21 civil rights participant, marched with sone of the npbst prom nent
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NAACP | eaders and local civil rights activists fighting for hunman
rights; and

VWHEREAS, Representative Thornton distingui shed hinsel f as
hi ghly revered anong his peers by exhibiting unparalleled
resi stance to opposition and unpopul arity, taking a strong stance
for causes he believed in; and

VWHEREAS, Representative Thornton stood firmin his efforts to
change the form of governnent and to reapportion the Cty Counci
in Geenville, while sinultaneously attacking issues to better
society as a whole; and

WHEREAS, Representative Thornton proved to be a man of
remar kabl e talent, serving in the United States Arny Air
Corps--the forerunner of the United States Air Force--and being
skilled as a brick mason and an amateur boxer; and

VWHEREAS, Representative Thornton al so served as a police
of ficer, advisor to Governor Cliff Finch, a blues public relations
pronoter and with the Departnent of Human Services; and

VWHEREAS, Representative Thornton, in appreciation for his
courage and conmitnent to serving the public, received numerous
awar ds and acknow edgenents, such as, Legislator of the Year Award
from MAACC, M ssissippi Firefighter Menorial Burn Association
Medal of Distinction; Black Achievers Hall of Fane; Magnolia Bar
Associ ation, Inc. Award; Al pha Kappa Al pha Political Award,
Friends of Education Leadership Award; and the Washi ngton County
NAACP Award, as well as nmany other honors and recognitions; and

VWHEREAS, Representative Thornton was an active nmenber of his
comunity and involved in such organi zati ons as the Serene Lodge
#567 El ks, the Washi ngton County Voter League, the NAACP, the
Political Action Commttee and the M ssissippi Legislative Bl ack
Caucus; and

VWHEREAS, in addition, Representative Thornton was a faithful
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menber of St. Matthew A M E. Church for 42 years, where he served
as an active nenber of the Steward Board and as the pastor's
personal steward for nore than 20 years; and

VWHEREAS, Representative Thornton is survived by his |oving
and devoted wife, Lillie G Thornton, and their children,
Jermai ne, Jamar, |an, Jacques, Shelia, Tina, Dwi ght, Marsha and
Qui ncy; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and comrend out standi ng public servants such as Representative
Ji mry Thornton, who distinguished hinself as a highly revered
| egi sl ator, dedicated to inproving the quality of life for al
M ssi ssi ppi ans:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend the life and
acconpl i shnents of our friend and col | eague, Representative Ji my
Thornton, and express our deepest appreciation for the trenendous
exanpl e of character, courage and hunmanitari ani smthat
Representative Thornton di spl ayed as an outstandi ng | eader and
citizen of the State of M ssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That we do hereby express and extend
our heartfelt synpathy to the devoted wife and fam|ly of
Representative Jimy Thornton upon the dem se of this fine
gentl eman and public servant.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the fam |y of Representative Jimry Thornton and the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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