M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE SECOND EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2000
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 501

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG WALTER BOOKER UPON HI' S
RETI REMENT AS SUPERI NTENDENT OF THE M SSI SSI PPl STATE PENI TENTI ARY
AND EXPRESSI NG THE THANKS OF THE LEGQ SLATURE FOR HI S MANY YEARS OF
DEDI CATED STATE SERVI CE

WHEREAS, on August 27, 2000, Walter Booker will retire as
Superintendent of the M ssissippi State Penitentiary follow ng a
30-year career in the field of corrections and social service; and

WHEREAS, in July of 1997, Superintendent Booker was appoi nted
Superintendent of the M ssissippi State Penitentiary, the position
in which he currently serves; the Mssissippi State Penitentiary
enconpasses approxi mately 15,000 acres of land, has an i nmate
popul ati on capacity of 5,700, a security and support staff of
approxi mately 2,000 and an annual budget of $80, 000, 000.00; and

WHEREAS, the M ssissippi State Penitentiary is the |argest
prison in the State of M ssissippi and has been designated the
Maxi mum Security Prison of the state and during the | ast year,
Superi nt endent Booker has been working diligently to get the
97-year old institution ready for ACA Accreditation and to
standardi ze job classifications within the departnment; and

WHEREAS, Walter Booker was born in Bobo, M ssissippi, and
graduated from M ssissippi Valley State University in 1971, with a
Bachel or Degree in Social Science and a mnor in Sociology; he
al so did graduate work at Delta State University; and

WHEREAS, Superi ntendent Booker began his post-college
prof essional career as a Social Wrker for the Coahoma County,

M ssi ssippi, Early Chil dhood Devel opnent Program where he was

pronoted to Director of Social Services within a year of his

S. C R No. 501
002E\ SSO03\ R11
PAGE 1



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
a7
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64

enpl oynrent with that agency; and

WHEREAS, Superi ntendent Booker began his career with the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnment of Corrections as the Assistant Director of
t he Job Pl acenent Center for incarcerated offenders, where he was
assigned for three years; from 1981 to 1988, Superintendent Booker
served as Unit Case Manager and Case Manager Supervisor; in
Sept enber of 1988, Superintendent Booker was pronoted to warden of
a sub-area of the Mssissippi State Penitentiary, which housed
death row i nmates, maxi num security and nmedi um custody i nmat es;
for the next 7-1/2 years, Superintendent Booker served as warden
of every sub-area of the Mssissippi State Penitentiary; although
Superi nt endent Booker was warden over high security risk inmates,
in a period of 7-1/2 years only one inmate escaped fromhis area
of responsibility; in 1995, Superintendent Booker was assigned to
the position of Warden of Treatnment Services at the M ssissipp
State Penitentiary and served in this capacity until January of
1997; while serving as Warden of Treatnment Services,
Superi nt endent Booker was instrunental in initiating the Al cohol
and Drug Therapeutic Community at the M ssissippi State
Penitentiary; in January of 1997, Superintendent Booker was
assigned to the position of Warden/ Chief of Security of the
M ssi ssippi State Penitentiary where he served until July of 1997;
and

VWHEREAS, he is a forner menber of the C arksdal e, Coahoma
County Juni or Chanber of Conmerce; forner President of the Coahona
County Headstart Parent Association; forner Vice President of the
M ssi ssi ppi Headstart Parent Association; current nmenber of the
M ssi ssi ppi Associ ation of Professionals in Corrections; provided
the | eadership to the United Way and Miuscul ar Dystrophy
Associations and is a veteran of the United States Arny obtaining
the rank of Sergeant E5; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
out st andi ng and dedi cat ed professional service and civic
acconpl i shnents of this M ssissippian:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That

we do hereby conmend Wal ter Booker upon his retirenent as
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Superintendent of the M ssissippi State Penitentiary at Parchman,
M ssi ssi ppi, express the thanks of the Legislature for his nmany
years of dedicated state service and wish Walter and his fam |y
conti nued success in his future endeavors:

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to M. Walter Booker and his famly and be nade
avai l abl e to the Comm ssioner of the M ssissippi Departnent of

Corrections and the Capitol Press Corps.
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