***Adopted***
AMENDMENT No. 1 PROPOSED TO

House Bill NO. 1494

By Senator(s) Committee

7 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting
8in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

9

10 SECTION 1. Section 65-1-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
1lanended as foll ows:

12 65-1-51. The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion nmay

13acquire by gift, purchase or otherw se, and may have the

14M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation inprove and maintain

15strips of |and necessary for the restoration, preservation and
16enhancenent of scenic beauty adjacent to the state hi ghway
17rights-of-way. The conmm ssion may acquire and have the

18Transportation Departnment devel op publicly owned and controll ed

19rest and recreation areas and sanitary and other facilities within
200r adjacent to the highway right-of-way reasonably necessary to
2laccommodate the traveling public.

22 The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion, in its discretion,

23may acquire by gift, purchase or otherw se, including the exercise
240f em nent domain, public or privately owned wetl ands and ot her

25| ands suitable for creation as wetlands for the purpose of
26mtigating wetland | osses and repl aci ng those wetl ands purchased
27and danmaged or elimnated by devel opnent and use, on a basis not
28t o0 exceed that required by the Federal H ghway Adm nistration as a

29condition for receiving federal aid funds, provided that sone
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30governnental agency or approved organi zati on agrees, w thout

3lconpensation, to accept title to the lands acquired and naintain
32such lands as wetlands in perpetuity. However, the conm ssion
33shall replace those coastal wetlands purchased and damaged or
34elimnated by devel opnent and use on the basis required by the
35" Coastal Wetlands Protection Law' and regul ati ons pronul gated

36t hereunder by the M ssissippi Conm ssion on Marine Resources.

37 The M ssissippi Transportation Conmission, in its discretion,

38may acquire by qgift, purchase or otherwi se, wetlands credits from

39an approved organi zation with a plan establishing a wetl and

40nmi tigation bank. The conmmission shall, if possible, acquire

41credits on wetlands within the State of M ssissippi before

42acquiring credits on wetlands | ocated outside the State of

43 M ssi ssi ppi .

44 SECTI ON 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
45and after July 1, 2000.
Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-1-51, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
2AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPI TRANSPORTATI ON COW SSI ON TO ACQUI RE BY
343 FT, PURCHASE OR OTHERW SE, WETLANDS CREDI TS FROM AN APPROVED

4 ORGANI ZATI ON W TH A PLAN ESTABLI SHI NG A WETLAND M TI GATI ON BANK;
5AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
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