***Adopted***
AMENDMENT No. 1 PROPOSED TO

Senate Bill NO. 2573

By Representative(s) Committee

7 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting
8in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

9

10 SECTION 1. The followi ng section shall be codified in

11Chapter 9 of Title 85:

12 (1) As used in this section, the term"health insurance

13i ssuer” neans any insurance conpany, hospital or nedical service
1l4plan or any entity defined in Section 83-41-303(N), which offers
15group or individual health insurance coverage in the State of

16 M ssi ssi ppi .

17 (2) A health insurance issuer providing health insurance
18coverage in connection with a group or individual health plan that
19provi des nedi cal and surgical benefits with respect to a

20mast ectony shall provide an insured or enrollee who is receiving
21benefits in connection with a nastectony and who el ects breast
22reconstruction in connection with such mastectony, coverage for
23all stages of reconstruction of the breast on which the nmastectony
24has been perforned; surgery and reconstruction of the other breast
25t o0 produce a synmmetrical appearance; and prostheses and physi cal
26conplications of mastectony, including | ynphedemas in a manner
27determned in consultation with the attendi ng physician and the
28patient. Such coverage may be subject to annual deductibles and

29coi nsurance provi sions as nmay be deened appropriate and as are
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30consistent with those established for other benefits under the
3lplan or coverage. Witten notice of the availability of such
32coverage shall be delivered to the insured in the case of an
33individual policy, and to the certificate holder in the case of a
34group policy, upon enrollment and annually thereafter.

35 (3) A health insurance issuer providing health insurance
36coverage in connection with a group or individual health plan
37shall provide notice to the naned insured in the case of an

38i ndividual policy, and to each certificate holder in the case of a
39group policy, regarding the coverage required by this section.
40Such notice shall be in witing and prom nently positioned in any
41l iterature or correspondence made avail able or distributed by the
42heal th insurance issuer and shall be transmtted to the naned
43insured or certificate holder not later than July 1, 2000. The
44notice prescribed by this subsection shall be filed with and
45approved by the Comm ssioner of Insurance before distribution by
46t he heal th insurance issuer.

47 (4) A health insurance issuer offering group or individual
48heal th i nsurance coverage in connection with a group health plan,
49may not:

50 (a) Deny to a patient eligibility, or continued
5leligibility, to enroll or to renew coverage under the ternms of the
52plan solely for the purpose of avoiding the requirenments of the
53section; or

54 (b) Penalize or otherwi se reduce or limt the

55rei nmbursenent of an attending provider or provide incentives
56(nonetary or otherwi se) to an attending provider to induce such
57provider to provide care to an insured or enrollee in a manner

58i nconsistent with this section.

59 (5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a
60heal th i nsurance issuer offering group or individual health

61i nsurance coverage fromnegotiating the | evel and type of

62rei nbursement with a provider for care provided in accordance with
63t hi s section.

64 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
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65and after its passage.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the follow ng:

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE THAT CERTAI N HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI CI ES
2SHALL PROVI DE RECONSTRUCTI VE SURCGERY AFTER A MASTECTOW HAS BEEN
3PERFORMED; TO PROVI DE THAT WRI TTEN NOTI CE OF THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF
4SUCH COVERAGE SHALL BE DELI VERED TO THE PCOLI CYHOLDER UPON
SENROCLLMENT AND ANNUALLY THEREAFTER, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
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