REPORT OF CONFERENCE COWM TTEE

MR. SPEAKER AND MR. PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anendnents to the

following entitled BILL:

H B. No. 340: Energing Crops Fund; extend repeal er and pl ace

noratoriumon certain poultry | oans.

We, therefore, respectfully submt the followi ng report and reconmendati on:

1. That the House concur in Senate Anendment No. 1 with the

foll ow ng exception(s):

AMEND on line 69 by striking the nunbers "1999" and inserting
in lieu thereof the nunmbers "2002".
AMEND further on line 83 by striking the words "Si xteen

MIllion Dollars" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "Ei ghteen

MIlion Dollars".

AMEND further on line 84 by striking the foll ow ng:
"(%$16, 000, 000.00)" and inserting in lieu thereof the follow ng:
" (18, 000, 000. 00) .

AMEND further on line 141 by striking the nunbers "1999" and
inserting in lieu thereof the nunbers "2002".
AMEND further on line 152 by inserting the follow ng after

the word "with": "federal agencies,"

AMEND further on line 152 by inserting the follow ng before

of the state".

the "period":
AMEND further by striking lines 194 through 243 in their
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng | anguage:
"(9) The M ssissippi Business Finance Corporation shall make

available to the Agribusi ness and Natural Resource Devel opnment

Center through Alcorn State University an anobunt not to exceed Two

Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol l ars ($250,000.00) in Fiscal Year 2001

and Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol l ars ($250,000.00) in Fiscal

Year 2002 fromthe cash bal ance of the Energi ng Crops Fund to




support the devel opnment of a cooperative program for agribusiness

devel opnent, marketing and natural resources devel opnent. This

subsection (9) shall stand repeal ed on June 30, 2002.

(10) The M ssi ssippi Busi ness Fi nance Corporation shall nake

available to the Small Farm Devel opnent Center at Alcorn State

Uni versity funds in an aggregate anpunt not to exceed Three

Hundr ed Thousand Dol |l ars ($300, 000.00), to be drawn fromthe cash

bal ance of the Energing Crops Fund. The Snmll Farm Devel opnent

Center at Alcorn State University shall use such funds to nmake

| oans to producers of sweet potatoes and cooperatives anywhere in

the State of M ssissippi owed by sweet potato producers to assi st

in the planting of sweet potatoes and the purchase of sweet potato

production and harvesting equi pnent. A report of the |oans nade

under this subsection shall be furnished by January 15 of each

vear to the Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Commttee and the

Chai rman _of the House Agriculture Commttee.

(11) The M ssi ssippi Busi ness Fi nance Corporation shall nake

available to the M ssissippi Departnent of Agriculture and

Commerce "Make M ssissippi M ne" program an _anpbunt not to exceed

One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol lars ($150, 000.00) to be drawn from

the cash bal ance of the Energi ng Crops Fund."

AMEND further on line 245 by striking the following: "its
passage" and inserting in lieu thereof the following: "June 1
2000".

AMEND further by striking the title inits entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

"AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 69-2-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO EXTEND THE PROGRAM THAT AUTHORI ZES THE M SSI SSI PPl BUSI NESS
FI NANCE CORPORATI ON TO LOAN OR GRANT FUNDS TO CERTAI N ENTI TI ES FOR
LOAN REVOLVI NG FUNDS TO ASSI ST | N PROVI DI NG FI NANCI NG FOR M NORI TY
ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT AND TO | NCREASE THE AMOUNT THAT MAY BE DRAWN
FOR SUCH PURPCSE FROM THE EMERG NG CROPS FUND FROM $16, 000, 000. 00
TO $18, 000, 000. 00; TO AUTHORI ZE THE PROGRAM THAT GUARANTEES
CERTAI N BONDS THAT M NORI TY BUSI NESSES ARE REQUI RED TO OBTAI N
CONTRACTS W TH GOVERNMENTAL ENTI TI ES TO APPLY TO CONTRACTS W TH
FEDERAL AGENCI ES; TO PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPl BUSI NESS FI NANCE
CORPORATI ON SHALL MAKE FUNDS AVAI LABLE FROM THE EMERG NG CROPS



FUND TO THE AGRI BUSI NESS AND NATURAL RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT CENTER
THROUGH ALCORN STATE UNI VERSI TY TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
COOPERATI VE PROGRAM FOR AGRI BUSI NESS DEVELOPMENT, MARKETI NG AND
NATURAL RESOURCES DEVELCOPMENT; TO PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPI
BUSI NESS FI NANCE CORPORATI ON SHALL MAKE FUNDS AVAI LABLE FROM THE
EMERG NG CROPS FUND TO THE SMALL FARM DEVELOPMENT CENTER AT ALCORN
STATE UNI VERSI TY TO BE USED BY THE SMALL FARM DEVELOPMENT CENTER
TO MAKE LOANS TO PRODUCERS OF SVEET POTATOES AND COOPERATI VES | N
THE STATE OMNED BY SVEET POTATO PRODUCERS TO ASSI ST IN THE
PLANTI NG OF SWEET POTATCES AND THE PURCHASE OF SWEET POTATO
PRODUCTI ON AND HARVESTI NG EQUI PMENT; TO PROVI DE THAT THE

M SSI SSI PPl BUSI NESS FI NANCE CORPORATI ON SHALL MAKE FUNDS

AVAI LABLE FROM THE EMERG NG CROPS FUND TO THE M SSI SSI PPI
DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND COMVERCE " MAKE M SSI SSI PP M NE"
PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOCSES. "

2. That the Senate concur in the above exception(s).

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE
X X

D. Stephen Hol |l and E. denn Ham lton

X X

Bennett Mnal one WIlliam W Canon

X X

Bl ai ne Eaton Joseph St ogner



