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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 48
(As Adopted by Senate)

A RESCLUTI ON TO COVWEND MR, WASHI NGTON JOHNSQON, SR., AND DR
M LDRED JOHNSON.

WHEREAS, Washi ngton Johnson, Sr., was born March 21, 1925, to
M. and Ms. Robert Johnson, Sr., of Birm ngham Al abama, the
second of six siblings; and

WHEREAS, in 1944, after graduating from Wst Field High
School in Birm ngham his goal was to attend Mrehouse College in
Atl anta, Ceorgia; and

VWHEREAS, with the outbreak of World War 11, he was drafted
into the Air Force and after basic training was assigned to
Keesler's Field in Biloxi, Mssissippi, the state's largest Ar
Corps training field, where he served in the nedical corps and was
able to share the |love of God with the sick; and

WHEREAS, after the war, he received an honorabl e di scharge
wi th many medal s and ribbons fromthe country he | oved, returning
home to enroll in college, and

WHEREAS, without warning his father died, placing the
responsibility of the famly on his shoulders; at 22, when nost of
his friends were graduating fromcoll ege, he was working 10-12
hours a day for the United States Steel Conpany; once again his
dream seened to have faded, but he prom sed God that if he ever
had children he would work hard and save so that they would be
able to attend col |l ege; and

WHEREAS, for 40 years, he worked faithfully and noved up the
| adder until he becane a supervisor at the United States Stee

Company; and
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WHEREAS, he is an elder in the Ephesus Sevent h-Day Adventi st
Church in Birm ngham Al abama, a nenber of the NAACP, the Urban
League, Adventist Men, Bush Hi Il Nei ghborhood Watch Program and
menber of the Veterans of Foreign Wars; and

VWHEREAS, in 1992, he was invited with his wife to attend the
i nauguration of the President of the United States by
Representati ve Tom Bevill of Al abama; and

WHEREAS, he enjoys working with people, and in 1995-1996
volunteered to work with AIDS patients in New York City, New York;
and

WHEREAS, M | dred Johnson was born May 3, 1930, to M. and
M's. Ernest Poole; her father was a nortician known t hroughout
Al abama and M ssi ssi ppi; and

WHEREAS, in 1949, she graduated from Austin H gh School in
Chat t anooga, Tennessee, and afterwards enrolled in nursing school
in Birm ngham Al abanma; and

WHEREAS, she was nmarried to Washington in 1950, and expecting
their first child a year later; they both agreed that she would
stay at hone and later attend college, but her first priority was
to her famly even if it meant del aying her education; and

WHEREAS, in 1963, their last child was born and M| dred began
to volunteer in their church's school; |ater she was hired as a
Bi ble instructor in the Seventh-Day Adventist Church; with her job
she taught Bible in Africa, Canada, China, the Caribbean Islands,
the State of Mssissippi fromthe Delta to the Coast and
t hroughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, during this time she returned to college part-tine
recei ving an honorary Doctor of Human Letters from Birm ngham
Theol ogi cal Sem nary in 1978, her BS in Crimnal Justice in 1980,
and, in 1982, her Master's in Religious Education fromFaith
Col l ege in Birm ngham Al abama; and

WHEREAS, M's. Johnson serves on the Board of Faith Coll ege,

Pl anning Conmittee for Wonen, Mnistry of South Central
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Conf erence, Oakwood Col | ege Evangel i sm Counsel, NAACP, Urban
League, and currently is witing a book on evangelism and

WHEREAS, Washi ngton and M| dred Johnson traveled to 10
countries in Europe in 1995, now retired, they both enjoy
traveling, gardening, working in the church and watching their
t hree grandchildren grow, and

WHEREAS, M | dred does not regret the decision that she nmade
to be a honmemaker and to receive her education later in life; she
was there when they needed her to inpress upon their young m nds
faith in Christ and the inportance of education; and

WHEREAS, because of their joint effort as a famly unit,
their children have wal ked in the straight path because their
parents comruni cate | ove so that they would not have to go | ooking
for it in the wong places; the church and their parents' faith in
Chri st has been the foundation for their success; and

WHEREAS, the text that has been an anchor for Washi ngton and
M | dred Johnson in raising six children is Proverbs 22:6 which
states, "Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart fromit."; and

WHEREAS, one of their children, Washi ngton Johnson, I1,
graciously agreed to mnister to the Senate on Wdnesday, My 3,
2000, and to |l ead the opening invocation; and

WHEREAS, through their devotion to the power of education,
t hey provided coll ege educations to all six of their children,
Washi ngton Johnson, |1, husband of Joyce Johnson and father of
Washi ngton Johnson, [11; Janice Anne Johnson-Browne, wife of
Benj ami n Browne; Cynthia Yvette Johnson; Stephanie
Johnson- Di ngonme, wife of Jil Dingone; Rosalind Gai
Johnson- Adedokun, w fe of Miyiwa Adedokun and not her of Kem and
Deji; and Gayland Johnson; and

WHEREAS, Washi ngton and M| dred Johnson, together with the
power of the Alm ghty God, acconplished what is unfortunately

extraordinary for many African-Anerican famlies, providing
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col | ege and graduate degrees for all six of their children and
instilling in themthe inportance of Christian principles and
educati on:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby comrend Washi ngt on Johnson, Sr.
and his wife, Dr. MIldred Johnson, for their devotion to their
children, to the value of education and to the betternent of their
race and to the betternent of Anerica as a whole by the upright
lives they have | ed, and by the exanple they have given to their
children, grandchildren and to their church school, the E E
Rogers Sevent h- Day Adventi st Acadeny.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to M. and Ms. Johnson, their children and to the

princi pal of the acadeny.
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