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By:

Jordan, Walls, Harden, Jackson, Sinmbns, To: Rul es

Frazier, Collott, Hewes, Dawkins, Johnson
(19t h), Cuevas, Stogner, Browning,
Chanberlin, Furniss, Lee, Turner, King,
Hyde-Smith, WIIlianson, Carm chael, Carlton,
Nunnel ee, Mettetal, Little, Scoper, Harvey,
Ham [ ton, White (5th), Smith, Kirby, Thanes,
Huggi ns, Di ckerson, Burton, Farris
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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 43

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE CAREER AND HUMANI TARI ANI SM OF
NATI ONALLY AND | NTERNATI ONALLY KNOWN BLUES SI NGER MR BOBBY RUSH

WHEREAS, Jackson, M ssi ssi ppi-based soul - bl ues showran Bobby
Rush is regarded as the "best live performer” on the Rhythm and
Bl ues festival and club circuit; and

WHEREAS, this urban storyteller-singer-songwiter-nusician-
producer - mast er shownman was born Emrett Ellis, Jr., nanmed after
his father, a preacher, in 1940 near the rural town of Honer,
Loui si ana; and

WHEREAS, the Mal aco Recording artist has been a nmainstay of
the southern blues circuit for over 40 years and has witten

chart-hitting songs in Billboard, Cashbox and Jet magazi nes,

i ncl udi ng "Chi cken Heads," "Canel Walk," "A Wnan Named Trouble,"
"Ni ki Hoeky," "What's Good For The Goose is Good For the Gander,™
"Big Fat Wman" and "Hen Pecked" anbng many ot her classics; and

WHEREAS, whil e Bobby Rush is known for his amazi ng stage show
and out standi ng performances on the 21 rel eases that span his
career, few people know of Rush's dedication to his community in
Jackson, M ssissippi; for years Bobby has taken tine off the road
to raise noney for sickle cell anem a research, child care, schoo
band uni forns and nusical equi pnent and used his tour bus to
transport people to the polls on election day and encourages young
people to be civic mnded and help their comunities; and

WHEREAS, Bobby pronmotes the Blues by participating in the
"Blues in the School s" prograns nationw de during Black History

Mont h, visits schools throughout M ssissippi and Al abama, and
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vol unteers his own home as an energency shelter for children
| eaving the Hinds County Youth Correctional Facility in Raynond,
M ssi ssi ppi; and

WHEREAS, this one of a kind performer has received the
foll owi ng honors: wnner of the Critics Choice Awnard for Best
Live Perfornmer for 1999, 1998, 1997 and 1995 by "Living Bl ues
Magazi ne"; voted U.S. Soul -R&B Perforner of the Year 1999 and 1998
by "Real Blues Magazine"; voted Artist of the Year for 1997 by
"Bl uespeak Magazi ne"; voted Best Live Performer for 1999 and 1996
by "Real Blues Magazine"; nom nated for two WC. Handy Awards in
1999; nom nated for nine WC. Handy Awards in four years; w nner
of five Living Blues Awards in 1998; and

VWHEREAS, on Novenber 9, 1998, at the House of Blues in Los
Angel es, California, Bobby Rush received The Bl ues Foundation's
second annual "B.B. King Blues Hero" Award to recognize a Bl ues
arti st whose career has been characterized by community service
and charitable activity, under which he donated his honorariumto
a programto provide conputers for M ssissippi classroons; and

WHEREAS, with professional acconplishnents and personal acts
of humanitariani smsuch as these, we are proud and honored to
extend congratulations to this adopted M ssissippian who is truly
a credit to his community, to his art and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend the career and
humani tari ani sm of nationally and internationally known Bl ues
si nger M. Bobby Rush, and encourage everyone to catch his show.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to M. and Ms. Bobby Rush and be nade available to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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