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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 37

A RESCLUTI ON COMMVENDI NG AND RECOGNI ZI NG THE DI STI NGUJI SHED
M LI TARY SERVI CE OF DR GEORGE REYNOLDS OF JACKSQN, M SSI SSI PPI

WHEREAS, Dr. George Marshall Reynol ds finished dental
training at Loyola in New Orleans in May of 1941, and began a
dental practice in Jackson that sumrer which |asted only a few
nont hs, because the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor intervened;
and

WHEREAS, he volunteered for active duty, but was told there
was no imedi ate need for his dental services, discovering that
had he shown up a few days earlier, he would have been quickly
signed up and on his way to participate in the United States
landing in North Africa; and

WHEREAS, instead, he spent alnost three years in the South
Pacific and did not return hone until January 1946: on August 25,
1942, be becane a Captain, United States Arnmy Medical Corps,
Dentist, and was sent to Macon, Ceorgia, then Spokane, Washi ngton,
and Great Falls, Montana, to spend the winter he says was "the
col dest weather in United States history”; he would renenber that
when he was sweating in the jungles of the South Pacific; his
onward voyage into the conbat zone was in early June 1943, aboard
the luxury liner Lurline to Hawaii, then on to Oel Bay, New
Quinea, in late August, to the "North Australian Defense Allied
Base (NADZAB)" in an isolated and unoccupi ed area recently freed
from Japanese control by the Australians; at NADZAB, Reynol ds was
assigned to the 63rd Air Service Goup in the Markham Val | ey of

New Qui nea, serving with the United States Fifth Air Force Service
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command; this airfield becane one of the biggest in the Western
Pacific, including four huge runways to accommodate several bonber
and fighter groups as well as nunerous transient aircraft, with
about 4,000 people in uniformand | ater 40,000 and he was the only
dentist; and

WHEREAS, his sparse dental equipnment was a netal chair with
no arns, no footrest, and for many weeks, no electric power, no
roof for the dentistry except a pol e-supported canvas over the
arm ess, |ightweight dental chair; Reynolds wanted a proper

prof essional dentistry, but did not have priority for materials;

and

WHEREAS, he traded little gin bottles one-at-a-tinme for
| unber wire, nails, even electrical wire for a drill, found an
electric nmotor for his drill in a Swedish ship anchored at Lae,

built a shack which was screened to control the nultitudes of
nosqui t oes, added arns to the dental chair and soon had a very
muggy but rainproof roof; and

WHEREAS, for his dental supplies, Reynolds had to sonetines
drive across the steepest and highest nountains to Lae, New
Qui nea, the road distance from NADZAB to Lae was a full-day trip
by jeep, sonetimes inpossible; trucks often could not make the
trip in the alnost constant rain and around the hairpin turns; and

WHEREAS, there were other significant events for Reynol ds:
he saw General Douglas MArthur in Brisbane as he wal ked t hrough
the | obby of a hotel to an elevator, and after the Japanese
surrendered foll owi ng President Truman's order to drop two atom c
bonbs on Hiroshi ma and Nagasaki, Reynol ds w tnessed an airpl ane
carrying several Japanese mnisters headed for Tokyo Bay to board
USS M ssouri for the surrender; and

WHEREAS, he felt strongly then, and even nore strongly today,
that had not Enperor Hirohito been retained, the | oss of both
Japanese and Anmerican lives to land on and capture Japan woul d
have exceeded the | osses caused by the two A-bonbs; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Reynol d's experiences during Wrld War |
reflect the true inportance of the events surrounding the war, and
characterize these veterans as the defenders of our nation, and it

is with great pride that we recogni ze the service of this
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M ssi ssi ppi an who brought honor to his community, his state and to
the United States of Anmerica:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend and recogni ze the
di stinguished mlitary service of Dr. George Reynol ds of Jackson,
M ssi ssi ppi, and wi sh himsuccess in his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to Dr. Reynolds and his famly and be nmade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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